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Cherwell Local Plan will set out how the district will 
grow and change up to 2031. It will set out the 
proposals for how we will develop and support our 
local economy, protect our villages and strengthen 
our town centres.  
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The Local Plan sets out what we 
want the future Cherwell to look like: 

•   A thriving community

•  A strong and expanding economy

•   Sustainable, high quality and well 
integrated developments. 

•   A district where people want to 
work and to live. 

We want to know what you 
think of the Draft Local Plan. This 
leaflet briefly explains some of 
the main topics within it. Please 
remember this booklet is a 
summary and it is recommended 
that the full Local Plan be read. 
To view the full document please 
visit www.cherwell.gov.uk/
localdevelopmentframework

The Plan looks at what makes 
Cherwell special and shows the 
main challenges and reasons for 
change up to 2031. It sets out what 
we want to achieve, where we  
want to achieve it and how it will  
be delivered.

This booklet focuses on the 
following sections that are 
contained within the draft  
Local Plan:

•   A vision for Cherwell

•  Three key themes for Cherwell

•  Where we will work

•  Where we will live

•  Protecting what is special

•  Cherwell Places
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A Vision for Cherwell   
The Local Plan contains a vision  
for the district.

Vision:

By 2031, Cherwell district will be 
an area where all residents enjoy a 
good quality of life. It will be more 
prosperous than it is today. Those 
who live and work here will be 
happier, healthier and feel safer.

In order to deliver this vision, the 
Plan sets out a Spatial Strategy on 
how we will manage the growth  
of the district over the Plan period. 
It can be summarised as:

•   Focusing housing growth at 
Bicester and Banbury

•   Maximising the investment 
opportunities in our towns; and 

•   Ensuring that the level of 
development of our villages 
respects the character and 
beauty of our rural areas while 
meeting local needs

The plan sets out fourteen 
strategic objectives and a  
number of polices to meet  
these objectives.

Three key themes  
for Cherwell
At the heart of the plan and 
through all its policies are three 
key themes which link together to 
ensure a prosperous and successful 
future for the district.  
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Do you support the  
three themes for  

the Plan?

Do you agree with  
this vision and strategy  

for Cherwell?
Building Sustainable

Communities



Where will we work?     
We need to make sure we have 
enough jobs for the people that live 
and want to work in the district.  
To do this the Local Plan needs to 
make sure that there is enough 
land and the right type of land 
available for those businesses that 
want to be located here. We also 
need to look after those companies 
we already have in the district. 

We want to attract the following 
types of employment: 

•   Advanced manufacturing/high 
performance engineering

•  Green economy

•   Innovation, research  
and development

•  Retailing

•  Consumer services

We have identified eight strategic 
employment sites within the 
district which are proposed to 
come forward over the Plan 
period. They are for a wide range 
of different uses; from offices, 
research and development, high 
tech knowledge industry, through 
to leisure and hotels.  
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Theme 1
De

ve
loping a Sustainable

Lo
cal Economy

Bicester Site No.
North West Bicester Bicester 1
Graven Hill Bicester 2
Bicester Business 
Park

Bicester 4

Bicester Gateway Bicester 10
North East Bicester 
Business Park

Bicester 11

East Bicester Bicester 12

Banbury
Land West of M40 Banbury 6

Rural area
Former RAF Upper 
Heyford

Village 5

Do you support our 
strategic employment 

allocations?



Our Town Centres    
We want to make sure our 
town centres are vibrant, active 
and pleasant places to be. We 
want our market towns to have 
a strengthened role as tourist 
destinations and those that live in 
areas around the towns to visit, 
shop and enjoy them. To do this the 
plan directs retail and other types 
of town centre developments to 
Bicester and Banbury town centres.  

We want our town centres to be:

•   Easy and pleasant to walk around

•   Great for shopping and socialising

•   Easy to do business in

•   Provide homes for all ages

•   Served by efficient public transport

Banbury town centre proposals

The Plan also identifies the 
following locations for town centre 
development:

•   Bure Place, Bicester Bicester 6 – 
development of shopping, leisure 
and other town centre uses 

•   Bolton Road, Banbury Banbury 8 

– could include foodstore, retail, 
hotel and leisure

•   Spiceball Development Area 
Banbury 9 – could include a mixture 
of town centre uses, such as retail 
and leisure uses associated with 
strengthening the night economy 
of the centre of Banbury. 

Bicester town centre proposals
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Where will we live?     
We want to ensure that we 
provide an appropriate mix of 
housing within Cherwell to meet 
the needs of those that want to 
live in the district. This includes 
homes suitable for a growing and 
ageing population and new types 
of housing such as community self 
build. The plan sets out the general 
locations of where new homes will 
be built over the plan period. 

All new homes need to be provided 
in a way that: 

•   Reflects the ways our settlements 
work

•   Protects or enhances the identity 
of our towns and villages

•   Creates a sense of belonging

•   Minimises environmental impact 
and use of natural resources

•  Reduces carbon emissions

So how many homes do we 
need to build?     
We need to build 16,750 new 
homes between 2006 – 2031. 
We have already built 2,542 of 
these and we also have some sites 
such as Gavray Drive, Bicester and 
Bankside, Banbury that already have 
permission but are yet to be built.
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Where will we build these 
homes? 

Proposed overall 
development strategy  
2006-2031

Homes
Completed 2,542
Bicester 6,997
Banbury 4,352
Rest of Cherwell 1,709
Unidentified sites (Sites  
with less than 10 homes)

1,150

Total 16,750

The “Cherwell Places“ section  of 
the Draft Local Plan then identifies 
key strategic housing sites (sites 
with over 400 homes) that will 
be developed within Bicester and 
Banbury. It does not identify all  
sites for new housing up to 2031. 

Affordable Housing     
We need to ensure we have 
homes available that are affordable 
for those people that are unable 
to afford housing on the open 
market. This type of housing can 
be for affordable/social rent or 
‘intermediate’ housing such as 
shared ownership. 

We are proposing that within 
all housing development over a 
certain size, a certain amount 
should be made affordable. This 
will vary across the district and is 
set out below.

Requirement Threshold
Bicester and Banbury 30% 10
Kidlington 35% 10
Rural Areas 35% 3

Affordable Housing Requirement

Do you agree with 
the requirements for 
affordable housing? 

Do you support  
the strategy

Do you support  
where housing 

goes?



Theme 3
En

suring Sustainable

Development

Protecting what is special     
We need to manage development 
within the district to make sure that 
it enhances and does not harm 
what makes Cherwell special. Our 
natural environment is a valuable 
asset and we want to make sure 
that we minimise our impact on it.

Ensuring sustainable development 
means that we:

•   Respect the local environment

•  Meet rising building standards

•   Maintain a high quality natural 
and built environment

The Draft Local Plan sets out a 
wide range of policies ensuring 
sustainable development takes 
place. Some of these include:

•   Climate change
•   Sustainable construction
•   Renewable energy
•   Biodiversity and the natural 

environment
•   Character of the built 

environment
•   Local landscape protection  

and enhancement
•   Green belt and green boundaries

Sustainable construction.     
We want to try and ensure that 
buildings are designed and built in 
a sustainable way which minimises 
the use of water, raw materials 
and energy over the whole life 
time of the building. Sustainable 
construction reduces the damage 
caused to the environment that 
the construction process and the 
energy use of buildings creates.

Should we expect 
sustainable construction 

methods to be used? 
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Green Buffers
We will require clear green 
boundaries to be made between 
the areas of growth at Bicester and 
Banbury and surrounding villages 
to make sure that they maintain 
their own identities and prevent 
coalescence. 

Green Buffers will be kept free 
from built development to prevent 
coalescence, and to protect 
valuable landscape or historic 
features.

Green Belt     
Part of the district falls within the 
Oxford Green Belt. This prevents 
urban sprawl and protects against 
development pressures. A need 
for additional employment land 
in Kidlington has been identified, 
and it is therefore proposed to 
undertake a small scale review 
of the Green Belt near to Oxford 
Airport and the Langford Lane 
Business Park.  

Do you support  
a small scale review of the 
Green Belt in Kidlington? 
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Do you support 
the use of Green 

Buffers?



Bicester
Bicester is working towards 
becoming a new ‘Garden City’; 
a greener more pleasant town in 
which to live, work and visit.  

Bicester has an opportunity to 
bring in major investment, create 
new employment, deliver new 
services and facilities and provide 
new highway infrastructure 
as well as having the highest 
environmental standards for the 
housing which is built.

By 2031, Bicester will have 
grown significantly to become 
an important economic centre 
in its own right. It will have 
become a more attractive place 
to live and work

A Masterplan for Bicester 
We are also consulting on a 
Masterplan for Bicester. Together 
with the Local Plan they will set 
out the long term vision for the 
town and will guide the range 
of development, infrastructure 
and community facilities that are 
required to shape the future of 
Bicester.

The Draft Masterplan includes:

•   A set of objectives to guide 
development

•  A series of plans

•   A number of policies and actions 
to deliver the planned changes 

To view and comment on 
the Masterplan please visit 
www.cherwell.gov.uk/
bicestermasterplan
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Site No. Site Homes
Bicester 1 North West Bicester (Eco Town) 1,794
Bicester 2 Graven Hill 1,900
Bicester 3 South West Bicester Phase 2 650
Bicester 12 East Bicester 150

TOTAL 4,494

Cherwell Places

Strategic locations for new homes in Bicester

Do you agree with 
the strategic housing 

allocations for Bicester?
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Banbury 
Banbury is the main town within 
the district and it is expected 
to be the focus for major retail 
developments, employment, 
housing and other cultural and 
community facilities that attract 
large numbers of people. 

By 2031, Banbury will have 
become a larger and more 
important economic and social 
focus for its residents, for its 
businesses and for a large rural 
hinterland. 

A Masterplan for Banbury 
We are preparing a Masterplan 
for Banbury. The role of the 
Masterplan will be to look at the 
town and its future needs over the 
next 20 years. It will:

•   Provide a clear spatial  
vision for the town

•   Guide the growth of the  
town to 2031

•   Strengthen the role of  
the town centre

•   Secure a stronger employment 
base for the town

Kidlington 
It is our intention to begin work  
on a Masterplan for Kidlington 
once the Local Plan is adopted.

We are anticipating consulting on 
this draft in Autumn 2012. To find 
out more visit www.cherwell.gov.
uk/banburymasterplan

Site No. Site Homes
Banbury 1 Canalside 1,050
Banbury 2 Hardwick Farm, Southam Road 800
Banbury 3 West of Bretch Hill 400
Banbury 4 Bankside Phase 2 400
Banbury 5 North of Hanwell Fields 400

TOTAL 3,050

Strategic locations for new homes in Banbury

Do you agree with  
the strategic housing 

allocations for 
Banbury?
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Banbury



Our Villages and  
Rural Areas   
By 2031, we will have protected 
and enhanced where possible our 
services and facilities, landscapes, 
natural and built environment 
within our villages and rural 
areas and will have created 
opportunities for the people who 
live and work there.

Our villages will need to 
accommodate some growth but 
not as much as previously stated, 
due to more growth at Bicester. 

The Local Plan does not identify 
the sites where homes will be built 
in our rural villages, however it 
does give an indication of villages 
that might take this growth. 

We will be producing a Local 
Neighbourhoods Development 
Plan document which will set out 
the numbers of housing for each 
village and identify sites for where 
it will go. 

We will take into account the 
amount of development that has 
already taken place in villages 
when preparing this document to 
avoid over development within our 
villages. 

 

Villages 948 homes
Group 1 Adderbury, Ambrosden, Bodicote, 

Bloxham, Deddington, Launton
500

Group 2 Cropredy, Hook Norton, Sibford Gower/
Ferris, Fritwell, Steeple Aston

189

Group 3 Arncott, Bletchingdon, Chesterton, 
Finmere, Fringford, Kidlington, 
Kirtlington, Middleton Stoney, Milcombe, 
Weston on the Green, Wroxton, Yarnton

259

Do you support our 
approach for our  

rural areas?
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Cherwell Places

Cherwell Places
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Have your say
Where can you find out more 
about the Proposed Submission 
Draft Local Plan?

The Draft Local Plan and 
supporting documents, including 
representation forms, are available 
to view online at www.cherwell.
gov.uk/localdevelopmentframework

The Plan is accompanied by a 
Sustainability Appraisal which 
asseses the social economic and 
environmental effect of the Plans 
proposals.

Hard copies are available to view at 
all public libraries across the district, 
the council’s Linkpoints at Banbury, 
Bicester and Kidlington and Cherwell 
District Council’s main office at 
Bodicote House, Bodicote, Banbury.

How you can get involved?
Consultation is taking place 
from Wednesday 29 August – 
Wednesday 10 October 2012.

Following consultation on this Draft 
Local Plan, it will be submitted 
to the Secretary of State for 
independent examination by a 
Planning Inspector. Your comments 
will be submitted to the Planning 
Inspector for consideration, along 
with the Local Plan. 

The purpose of the examination is 
to consider whether the Local Plan 
is legally compliant and sound, 
and any representations regarding 
this document must also address 
these concerns. A “Guide to making 
representations” and a representation 
form is available to help those wishing 
to making representations to the 
Draft Local Plan

How to make your comments
There are a number of ways you 
can make your comments

•   Complete the online 
representation form at http://
consult.cherwell.gov.uk/portal

•   Download and complete 
a representation form at 
www.cherwell.gov.uk/
localdevelopmentframework

•   Request a representation form to 
be sent to you or pick one up at 
our exhibitions.

•   To request more details, send 
completed forms and any other 
comments please contact:
Strategic Planning and The Economy 
Cherwell District Council 
Bodicote House,  
Banbury,  
OX15 4AA

•   Email:  
planning.policy@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
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The information in this document can be made 
available in other languages, large print braille, 
audio tape or electronic format on request. 
Please contact 01295 227001
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Exhibitions 
We will be holding a number of exhibitions throughout the district  
where you can come along and discuss the consultation with officers.

Date Venue Time

Thursday  
13 September

Cherwell District Council Offices,
Bodicote House, Bodicote, OX15 4AA

11.30am – 5.30pm

Thursday  
20 September

Eco Bicester Demonstration Building,
The Garth, Launton Road, Bicester,  
OX26 6PS

1pm – 6.30pm

Friday  
21 September 

Wendlebury Village Hall, Main Street, 
Wendlebury, Oxfordshire, OX25 2PS

2pm – 7pm

Saturday  
22 September

John Paul II Centre, Henley House,  
The Causeway, Bicester, OX26 6AW

10am – 4pm

Wednesday 26 
September

Exeter Hall, Oxford Rd, Kidlington  
OX5 1AB

1pm – 5.30pm

Sunday  
7 October

Banbury Canal Day. Banbury 10.30am – 5pm


