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DRAFT MI	UTES OF THE MEETI	G OF BLOXHAM PARISH 

COU	CIL HELD AT ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS, BLOXHAM O	 

MO	DAY 4 MARCH 2013 AT 7.00PM 
 

PRESENT: Councillor Dave Chapman (Chairman); Councillors Philip Cavill , Jim 
Golby, Mary Groves, Gloria Lester-Stevens, Alan Miller, Geoff Mollard, 
David Tyrrell and Jenny Yates.   

   
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Theresa Goss (Clerk), District Councillors Christine Heath 
and Lynda Thirzie-Smart, County Councillor Keith Mitchell. 
    
APOLOGIES:  Councillor Nick Rayner submitted his apologies and these were 
accepted. 
 
12/273 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
  There were no declarations of interest. 
 
12/274 MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 4 February 2013 were taken as read and 
duly adopted and signed by the Chairman.    

 
12/275 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF 4 FEBRUARY 2013 
 
 Minute Number 12/261 – Broken Manhole Cover 
 
 Councillor Philip Cavill reported that the manhole cover had now been fixed. 
 
 Minute Number 12/265 (i) – The Slade 
 

Councillor David Tyrrell reported that he had spoken to the Cleavers about the 
land and was waiting for a response. 

 
 Minute Number 12/265 (v) – Snow Clearance 
 

It was highlighted to the Parish Council that there had been an anonymous letter 
in the Broadsheet from a resident who felt that the Parish Council should have 
done more to clear the roads during the bad weather. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted and the Chairman be authorised to speak to 
the editor of the Broadsheet and request that if any further letters/articles are 
received which refer to the Parish Council, that the Clerk be advised before they 
are printed.  Action DC 

 
 Minute Number 12/266 (v) – Highways Meeting – 18 January 2013  
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Councillor Gloria Lester-Stevens reported that the proposed footpath on the 
grass verge by the school had been turned down previously by the County 
Council on road safety grounds.  The County were of the opinion that if the 
footpath was created then people would park on it anyway and the situation 
would be no better than it was now.  
 
Resolved that as the School Governing Body and the Parish Council had 
requested information on the possibility of this footpath, Councillor Lester-
Stevens was requested to obtain a full rationale from the County Council on their 
decision not to support it.  Action GLS 
 

12/276 RESIDENTS’ ISSUES 
 

There were no residents in attendance and no issues were raised by the Parish 
Councillors. 
 

12/277 PLANNING  
 

i) Planning Applications 
 
Councillor Jenny Yates reported on the planning applications which had 
been considered by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee since the last 
meeting.     
 
Resolved that the planning applications be noted. 
 
The Parish Council considered planning application 13/00148/F – Land to 
the rear and adjacent to Ebbs Neuk, Hogg End, Bloxham. 
 
Resolved that the Parish Council objects to the planning application as it is 
contrary to NPPF paragraph 53 and PPS3.  Action TG 
  

ii) Results of Planning Applications 
 

Councillor Jenny Yates reported to the Parish Council on results of 
applications which had been determined by Cherwell District Council’s 
Planning Committee.    
 
Resolved that the results be noted. 
 
Councillor Jenny Yates highlighted that the deadline for the consultation 
paper on ‘Streamlining Planning Applications’ ended today.  Prior to the 
meeting, a proposed draft response had been circulated for members to 
consider. 
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Resolved that the response be approved for submission and the Clerk 
agreed to complete this after the meeting.  Action TG 
 

iii) Training   
 
Councillor Mary Groves reported on the training event which she had 
attended with Councillor Jenny Yates and had been ran by the Eden 
Project. 
 
Both Councillors felt that it was an invaluable and inspiring event and they 
had networked with a number of people from different localities around the 
country.  There had been representatives from the Department of 
Communities in attendance who had also provided some good advice.  
They both recommended that other Councillors should attend if they were 
able as it was also, free of charge.   

 
iv) Planning Inquiries 

 
Prior to the meeting, Councillor Jenny Yates had circulated a draft 
response with regard to the Gladman appeal for development on land at 
Barford Road. 
 
Resolved that the response be approved for submission to the Inspector.  
Action JY & TG  

 
Prior to the meeting, Councillor Jenny Yates has also circulated to all 
members, a draft response to the Inspector with regard to the appeal at 
Bridges Close, Bloxham. 
 
Councilor Yates reminded members about the details of the application 
and that the Parish Council had supported the original application and 
suggested that the Parish Council should do the same again. 
 
Resolved that the Parish Council submits a letter to the Inspector 
supporting the applicant at the appeal.  Action JY & TG 

 
12/278 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 

District Councillor Christine Heath reported that the South East Plan had now 
been revoked, which would impact upon the decisions which were made by the 
Planning Committee at Cherwell District Council. 
 
Councillor Heath reported on the ‘Better Together’ project which encouraged 
people to register with the scheme so that all those who were interested, could 
join together and negotiate with the energy suppliers for cheaper fuel. 
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Councillor Heath also reported that the Parish Council was to be awarded a New 
Homes Bonus of approximately £33,300.  After Banbury Town Council, this was 
the largest amount to be awarded to a Parish Council in the Cherwell area and 
was an acknowledgement of the number of houses which had been built in the 
village.  It was agreed that once the money had been received and there was 
confirmation that there were no restrictions on its use, it would be ring fenced 
and serious consideration would be given to the type of community project which 
might benefit. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted and the Clerk was requested to circulate the 
‘Better Together’ project information for inclusion in the Broadsheet and on the 
Parish Council and Broadsheet web sites.  Councillor Heath was thanked for her 
report.  Action TG 

 
12/279 BLOXHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AND KEEP BLOXHAM RURAL 
 

Councillor Philip Cavill reported that a meeting of the volunteers was being held 
on Tuesday 5 March at 7pm at Bloxham Mill.  There were a total of 77 
volunteers so far and it was hoped that most would attend.  All Parish 
Councillors were also invited to attend. 
 
It was suggested that as John Groves had taken the lead with the Plan, approval 
should be given for him to be the Lead Co-ordinator for all matters relating to the 
Plan.    

 
It was also highlighted that when the Steering Group was set up, Parish 
Councillors would need to be willing to be on this Group, or its Sub-Groups.  The 
Planning Committee currently had a number of commitments with regard to the 
inquiries, so input from other members was needed.  However, it would be 
clearer what membership on these groups would entail, after the volunteer 
meeting on 5 March. 
 
Councillor Yates reported that following the Community Governance review, 
Cherwell District Council had agreed to carry out a consultation on increasing 
Parish Councillors numbers.  The Clerk was not aware of this and agreed to 
contact CDC for confirmation.  Action TG 

 
It was also reported that the Parish Council had received an email from Sir Tony 
Baldry MP with regard to the suggested adjournment of the two appeals, 
pending a decision on the appeal at Bourne Lane Hook Norton.  He had 
received a letter from the Inspectorate stating that the Inspector dealing with the 
two appeals would be made aware of the Hook Norton appeal and it was for him 
to decide how to proceed.  However, the Parish Council would like to receive 
confirmation of the reasons why there was such a delay with the publication of 
the decision, as the appeal hearing had been completed some time ago. 
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It was also highlighted that the once the dates had been confirmed for the 
appeals, these would need to be advertised widely to ensure as many residents 
as possible were able to attend.  It was suggested there could be a leaflet drop 
in the week prior to the hearing, as well as information on the Broadsheet and 
Parish Council web sites and information on Facebook and Twitter.   
 
Resolved that 
 
1) John Groves be appointed as the Lead Co-ordinator for the Bloxham 

Neighbourhood Development Plan; 
2) Parish Councillors to advise their availability for the Steering Group and 

Sub-Groups working on specific aspects of the Plan; 
3) Sir Tony Baldry be contacted and asked to seek clarification of the reasons 

why there was such a delay with the publication of the Bourne Lane, Hook 
Norton appeal decision as the hearing had been completed; and 

4) approval be given to the printing of leaflets to advertise the dates of the 
inquiries, at a cost of approximately £40. 
Action TG 

 
12/280 FINANCE 
 

i) Resolved that the following accounts be approved for payment, but the 
payment to JES Traffic be made once confirmation with regard to the 
timings within the report be received by the Parish Council: 
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Payment Amount Cheque no. 

Theresa Goss – Salary March 2013 £586.74 485 

Theresa Goss – Expenses for February 2013  £44.58 486 

Jubilee Park – Renovation donation £1500 487 

OALC – Annual Subscription £627.74 488 

Broxap – Purchase of three dog bins £348.00 489 

Oxfordshire County Council – Room Hire at 
Primary School 

£14.63 490 

Mr D Chandler – Installation of three dog bins 
and repair of a fourth 

£320.00 491 

St Mary’s Parish Rooms – Room Hire £165.00 492 

JES Traffic – Traffic survey and report £708.00 493 

ORCC – Annual Subscription £65.00 494 

HMRC – Direct Debit for staffing costs £354.93 N/A 

Theresa Goss – Expenses for February 2013 £20.16 495 

Town and Country Trees – Various tree works £1260.00 496 

Public Works Loans – Direct Debit £5852 N/A 

Ellen Hinde Hall Rent £125 497 

Warriner Farm £500 498 

Cherwell District Council – Emptying of Dog 
Bins for the Winter Period 

£828.14 499 

 

ii) Resolved that: 
 
1)     the bank reconciliation as at 4 March 2013, for the Bank of Ireland bank 

accounts and the financial report, be noted; 
2) it be noted that the rationale for the precept for 2013/2014 had been 

widely circulated around the village, as requested at the last meeting; 
and  

3) it be noted that as the Youth Club had healthy reserves and it might be 
closing at Easter, it had been agreed that it would not receive its grant of 
£1000 for 2012/2013.   

 
12/281 VILLAGE MATTERS 
 

i) The Slade  
 
The minutes of the Environment Committee on 22 January 2013 had been 
circulated and provided details on the situation at The Slade. 
 
Since that meeting Councillors Philip Cavill and David Tyrrell had met, on 
site, with the Parish Council’s insurers, Came and Company.  They had 
confirmed that as long as the Parish Council met certain conditions, then 
there would be no increase in the premium once The Slade had been 
transferred. 
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Councillor Cavill had also tried to contact Ruth Kerry as there were still two 
outstanding issues which need to be resolved before the transfer could take 
place.  However, she had not been available.  The issues were the 
boundary with the Cleavers field and an outstanding inspection by the 
County tree officers to assess any necessary works.   
 
Once transferred, the Parish Council would also have to instruct a suitably 
qualified person every four years to undertake a tree survey at The Slade.   
 
It was also reported that there were a number of volunteers in the village 
who wanted to get started with work down at The Slade and Reg Tipping 
also wished to be involved. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted and Councillors Philip Cavill and David 
Tyrrell were thanked for meeting with the insurance company. 
 

ii) Area Stewardship Fund/Section 106 Projects 
 
The Clerk confirmed that the Area Stewardship Fund for 2012/2013 would 
be used on a VAS in Milton Road and a VAS in Barford Road. 
 
With regard to the 106 monies. the Clerk had requested a meeting with 
Geoff Barrell from the County Council to obtain a clearer picture of what 
money was available and where it could be spent. 

 
  Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

iii) Youth Club  
 

Councillor Alan Miller confirmed that the Youth Club would be closing at 
Easter as numbers were still very low and it was not value for money with 
only 4 or 5 young people attending.  
 
The Clerk confirmed that she had emailed both of the churches to ask 
them for support, but the Baptist Church had not received the email.  The 
Clerk agreed to re-send the email.  Action TG 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
iv) Jubilee Park 
 

Councillor Philip Cavill reported that there had been a meeting about three 
weeks ago and there were a number of issues within the refurbishment 
programme which still needed to be addressed.  There had also been an 



These minutes have been agreed by the Chairman and are now subject to approval at the 

Parish Council meeting on Monday 8 April 2013 
 

Bloxham Parish Council Minutes – 04.03.13 Page 8 
 

issue with the heating being left on by the users so a new over-ride button 
had now been installed. 
 
The Hall had a number of regular users but this needed to be increased.  
 
There was still an issue with the trustees as at least two wished to resign.  
The Parish Council would need to try and recruit new trustees but if it was 
unable to obtain a minimum of three, then responsibility for running the 
building would come back to the Parish Council.   
 
Resolved that the report be noted and this issue be highlighted with the 
volunteers at the meeting on 5 March 2013. 

 
v) Red Lion Fencing 
 

The Clerk reported that she had received an email from John Kimberley at 
the County Council advising that Old Bridge Road would be closed to 
vehicular traffic in a few weeks’ time, as the subject of a road closure, 
because of the issues with the bridge and the fencing. 
 
In the meantime, water filled barriers would be installed to prevent vehicles 
driving to closely to the wall. 
 
Councillor Cavill highlighted that Bloxfest was being held on 11 May 2013 
and its main focal point was the Red Lion and Old Bridge Road.  
Therefore, clarification from the County Council on the time scales around 
the closure, were imperative. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted and the Clerk should facilitate a 
meeting between the Parish Council, John Kimberley at the County 
Council and the organisers of Bloxfest to discuss how the event and road 
closure will proceed.  Action TG 

 
12/282 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 

Reports had been circulated to members prior to the meeting by County 
Councillor Keith Mitchell and District Councillor Lynda Thirzie-Smart.   
 
Resolved that the reports be noted and the Councillors were thanked. 

 
12/283 PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
 

i) Reports/Minutes from Committees and Appointment of a Working Group to 
work on The Goggs/Donkey Field/The Slade & others projects 
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On behalf of the Environment Committee, Councillor David Tyrrell 
reported that the grass cutting contract was being progressed and quotes 
would be submitted to the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
The tree work at The Goggs had been completed and so too had the work 
to the hedges in Gascoigne Way.  The three new dogs bin had also now 
been sited. 
 
Gloria Lester-Stevens reported that she had spoken to Mark Taylor from 
Thames Water with regard to the sewage issues during the flooding and 
confirmed that he had only been advised of one area which had been 
affected and was not aware of any others.  Therefore, the Parish Council 
should write to Thames Water stating all the problem areas in the village 
and he would investigate further. 
 
 At its meeting on Thursday, the Environment Committee would also be 
appointing a working group of volunteers to deal with small environmental 
issue around the village. 
 
With regard to the Resources Committee, the budget was in place and the 
asset register was in the process of being updated.  Councillor Cavill was 
also meeting with the Clerk in the next couple of weeks at Ellen Hinde Hall, 
to sort out all of the files and cabinets stored in there. 
 
Councillor Jenny Yates reported that the Planning Committee was very 
busy preparing for the up-coming inquiries.  In addition, Councillor Mary 
Groves had agreed to be the contact point for the smaller planning 
applications when they had been received by the Parish Council. 

 
Resolved that the reports be noted and a letter be sent to Thames Water, 
for the attention of Mark Taylor, detailing all the areas which were affected 
by the sewage issues.  Action TG 

  
ii) Parish Council Vacancy 
 

The Clerk reported that the closing date for the co-option applications was 
4 April 2013. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted and this vacancy be highlighted to the 
volunteers at the meeting on 5 March 2013. 

 
iii) Asset Register  
 

Councillor Cavill reported that the Asset Register would be updated 
shortly.  Rob Moore, a local valuer, was revaluing the Parish Council’s 
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assets and the register would be amended before the end of the financial 
year. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
iv) Annual Schedule  
 

The Parish Council reviewed the annual schedule and made some 
amendments to it. 

  
Resolved that the Clerk amend the annual schedule and circulate it to the 
Parish Council.  Action TG 

 
v) Drop-in and Chat Session  
 

 Councilor Geoff Mollard reported that no one had attended the last 
session.  Councillors Mollard and Jenny Yates would be at the next 
session on 9 March 2013. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

 vi)     Actions by the Parish Council  
 

The Clerk asked the Parish Council whether it felt that the actions list was 
still of any benefit and value.  All actions were now being dealt with 
promptly after the meeting and recording it in a separate document was a 
duplication of work. 
 
Resolved that the actions list no longer be used. 

 
12/284 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 There were no items of correspondence to be circulated by the Clerk. 
 

The Chairman was still receiving documents from the previous Clerk and would 
make arrangements with the Clerk for these to be collected.   

 
12/285 MEETING DATES 
 

It was noted that future meeting dates for Bloxham Parish Council were as 
stated below.  They would all commence at 7.00pm in the Parish Rooms, 
Bloxham, and reference should be made to the agenda prior to the meeting: 

  
o 8 April 2013 
o 24 April 2013 (Annual Parish Meeting at Warriner School, Bloxham) 
o 13 May 2013 
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o 3 June 2013  
o 1 July 2013  
 

12/286 PUBLIC AND PRESS 
  
It was agreed that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting for item 
numbered 12/287 on the grounds that it could involve the likely disclosure of 
private and confidential information. 

 
12/287 STAFFING ISSUES 
 

The Clerk addressed the Parish Council with regard to the draft contract which 
she had received. 
 
The Clerk then left the room for the rest of this item. 
 
Resolved that the Clerks’ contract be amended to reflect the terms and 
conditions in the National Association of Local Council’s model contract, with 
regard to the sick pay.  Action DC & JG 

 
 (The meeting closed at 10.00pm) 

 
 

________________________________ 
Chairman  

8 April 2013 
 


