
 

 

Bloxham Parish Council - Precept Proposal for 2013/14 
 

The Parish Council’s precept, which is the amount of money  Cherwell District 

Council gave to the Parish Council for this year, is shown below along with the 

proposed amount for next year.  The cost per average Band D property figure (also 

called the Council Tax Base) is used to show how much of your whole Council Tax 

bill comes to the Parish Council over the year.    

 

Year Precept No. of Average 

Band D 

households 

Cost per Band D 

property 

2012/2013 £56628 1347 £42.02 

2013/2014 £60760   + 7.3% 1321 £45.98   + 9.4% 

 
 
 

For the financial year, 2013/14, the Government has introduced a scheme called the 
Council Tax Reduction Scheme, (CTRS).  However, it is only passing on 90% of the 
money that was spent on its predecessor, the Council Tax Benefit Scheme, to 
Cherwell District Council.  This is to achieve cost reductions for the Government.  
 
The savings are then achieved by reducing the Council Tax Base (CTB) for the 
Parish and Town Councils.  The effect in Bloxham will be to reduce the CTB from 
1347 to 1321 households, despite the recent new housing development in our 
village. To meet this shortfall, for this year only, Cherwell District Council will give the 
Parish Council an additional grant of £1428.   
 
Although the Parish Council has set a precept of £60760, the actual spend for the 
2013/2014 is  budgeted   at  £70009, which is £9249 more than the precept.  This  
will obviously have a significant impact on the Parish Council’s level of reserves, 
which it keeps in the event of an emergency. By March 2014 the reserves are 
budgeted to be 50% of our annual spend which is the minimum figure agreed by 
Bloxham Parish Council. 
 
It is predicted the £70009 will be spent as follows: 
 

Amount % of the budget Use 

£17380 24.8% Support for village 
organisations and voluntary 
groups 

£12125 17.4% Areas of spend such as; 
insurance, Parish Council 
web site, emptying dog 
bins, maintaining street 
furniture, bus shelter, traffic 
calming and street lighting. 



 

 

£11704 16.7% Public works loan for the 
Jubilee Hall Building. 

£10700 15.3% Staffing costs 
 

£10100 14.4% Grass cutting, weed 
control, planting & tree 
works. 

£5000 7.1% Developing the Bloxham 
Neighbourhood Plan 
 

£3000 4.3% Solicitors fees linked to 
purchase of The Slade 
Nature Reserve and annual 
auditors fees 

 
 
 
The main reason for increasing the precept for 2013/2014 is to facilitate   
implementation of the Bloxham Neighbourhood Plan.  The success of the Plan will 
determine the shape of Bloxham over the next 10 to 15 years and help protect it from 
inappropriate developments.    
 
This protection comes at a cost and to ensure the village has the best Plan possible, 
the Parish Council has to fund it sufficiently.  This level of funding was based on 
external advice, another major contributory factor was the strength of feeling and 
support which residents gave at recent meetings to oppose the planning applications 
in Barford Road and Milton Road.   
 
It is clear to the Parish Council that residents wish to have a say in how their village 
and surroundings are developed, now and in the future.  
 
The Parish Council’s long term plan is to reduce the precept by £5000 per annum or 
£3.78 per household, based on the CTB of 1321 by the financial year 2015/16, once 
the Plan has been completed.  This will bring the precept per average Band D 
household back down to £42.21.  This will of course, be subject to the financial 
climate and be confirmed at the time.  
 
If you require any further information about the Parish Council’s budget, please email 
the Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer, Theresa Goss at 
clerk@bloxhampc.co.uk 
 
 


