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DRAFT MI	UTES OF THE MEETI	G OF BLOXHAM PARISH COU	CIL 

HELD AT THE PARISH ROOMS, BLOXHAM O	 MO	DAY 6 AUGUST 2012 

AT 7.00PM 
 

PRESENT: Chairman David Chapman; Councillors Philip Cavill, Gloria Lester-Stevens, 
Alan Miller, Nick Rayner, David Tyrrell and Jenny Yates.  

   
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Theresa Goss (Clerk), District Councillors Christine Heath and 
Lynda Thirzie-Smart, County Councillor Keith Mitchell and 13 members of the public.  
     
APOLOGIES:  Councillor Jim Golby. 
 
12/172 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 

  There were no declarations of interest. 
 

12/173 MINUTES 

 

The minutes of the meetings held on 2 July 2012 and 23 July 2012 were taken as 
read and duly adopted and signed by the Chairman.   

 

12/174 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF 2 JULY AND 23 JULY 2012 

 

 There were no matters arising. 
 

12/175 RESIDENTS’ ISSUES 

 

i) Parking in Winters Way 
 

Following on from the meeting on 2 July 2012, the residents of Winters Way 
reported that they had been in contact with Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) 
and Thames Valley Police for assistance.  The Police agreed that the cars 
were causing an obstruction and had completed a leaflet drop in the area. 

 
The residents now wished to have double yellow lines down both sides of the 
road and asked the Parish Council for support. 

 
 The Parish Council agreed to contact OCC and make this request.  Action 

TG 

 
ii) Grass Cutting/Village Maintenance 

 
Councillor Gloria Lester-Stevens reported that an area of grass between the 
Thames Valley Water plant and Cumberford flats on the Tadmarton Road had 
not been cut.  The Clerk was asked to contact OCC and request that this area 
was cut.  Action TG 
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Councillor Lester-Stevens also reported the grass in the ditch opposite the 
school again on Tadmarton Road, had not been cut.  The Clerk was asked to 
contact OCC and request that this area was cut.  Action TG 

 
District Councillor Christine Heath reported that the grass and weeds in the 
alleyway between Lawrence Leys and Colgrave Road were very overgrown 
and needed cutting back.  The Clerk was asked to contact OCC and request 
that this area was tidied up.  Action TG 
 

iii) Knotweed in Queens Street, Bloxham 
 

Councillor Phil Cavill reported that the knotweed at the top end of Queens 
Street had come back again and needed to be treated.  The Chairman 
believed the land was owned by a trust whose solicitors were based in 
Chipping Norton and the Clerk was asked to find out their details and request 
that the knotweed was treated.  Action TG 

 
12/176 PLANNING  

 

i) Planning Applications 
 

Councillor Jenny Yates reported to the Parish Council on the planning 
applications which had been considered by the Parish Council’s Planning 
Sub-Group.  These were noted. 

 
ii) Results of Planning Applications 
 

Councillor Jenny Yates reported to the Parish Council on results of 
applications which had been determined by Cherwell District Council’s 
Planning Committee.  These were noted. 

 
iii) OS Parcel 5700, South of Salt Way at Crouch Farm, Bloxham Road, 

Banbury 
 
It was noted that an appeal by Mr M Horgan and Barwood Strategic Land II 
LLP with regard to the outline permission for a residential development of 
up to 145 dwellings with associated access had been submitted.  This 
application had previously been refused by Cherwell District Council. 

 
iv) Planning application 12/00926/OUT Barford Road, 
 

Councillor Jenny Yates reported on the tremendous amount of support the 
residents of the village had given to object to this planning application.  
Thanks to Sarah Curtis, the whole village had received leaflets about the 
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application and there were approximately 200 objections on Cherwell District 
Council’s web site. 
 
Prior to the meeting Jenny had circulated the Parish Council’s objection and 
subject to one amendment with regard to traffic issues, this was agreed for 
submission to Cherwell District Council.  Action JY & TG 

 
It was agreed that when the application was considered by Cherwell’s 
Planning Committee, Jenny Yates would address the meeting on behalf of the 
Parish Council.   
 
Councillor Jenny Yates also reported on an open letter from Tony Baldry MP 
which had been sent to Cherwell DC’s Chief Executive Sue Smith.  The letter 
stated that any planning applications which had been approved should be 
included in the figures for the five year housing supply.  It was agreed that this 
letter be included with the Parish Council’s letter of objection. 
 
It was highlighted that County Councillor Keith Mitchell had also been very 
supportive. 
 
It was also agreed that this issue should be highlighted to the Banbury 
Guardian and the Banbury Cake.  Action JY & TG 

 

The Parish Council thanked Jenny for all her hard work on this matter. 
 

12/177 FINANCE 

 

i) The following accounts were approved for payments: 
 

ARC – Village Maintenance £1139.01 423 

David Godfrey – Salary for August 2012 £775.40 424 

Theresa Goss – Salary August 2012  £570.38 425 

Theresa Goss – Expenses for July and August 
2012  

£37.88 426 

BDO – Annual audit fees £480.00 427 

Homelands Garden Company – Hedge 
trimming in Gascoigne Way  

£70.00 428 

David Gibbard – Repairs to village seats £50.00 429 

Complete Weed Control £530.40 430 

Zurich (Local Council Advisory Service) – 
Membership renewal 

£114.00 431 

 

ii) The bank reconciliation as at 6 August 2012 was noted and it was agreed that 
the Parish Council should investigate moving its bank accounts to Natwest.  
Councillor Phil Cavill agreed to look into this further.  Action PC 
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It was also agreed that the Resources Sub-Group would undertake a review 
of the current financial circumstances and the next meeting would be held on 
23 August 2012 at 7.30pm at Councillor Phil Cavill’s house.  
 
It was also agreed that there would be an in-depth bank reconciliation 
submitted to the Parish Council every quarter.  Action PC & TG 

 
iii) External Auditors Report  

 
Prior to the meeting the report from BDO, the Council’s external auditors, had 
been circulated to members.  The recommendations were noted and would be 
implemented.  Action TG 

 
12/178 PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 

 

i) Parish Council Vacancies 
 

 The Parish Council considered three applications for co-option.  The 
applications were from Alan Mole, Mary Grove and Geoff Mollard.  The 
members were very happy with these applicants and they were co-opted 
onto the Parish Council.  Their first meeting would be on 3 September 
2012.  The Clerk was asked to contact Cherwell DC and OALC to see if 
they could offer any training.  Action TG 

 
 It was also agreed that the new Councillors would be members of the 
Planning Sub-Group. 

 
ii) Grass Cutting Contract  

 
Councillor David Tyrrell reported that he had met with Nick Watson from 
OCC about the cutting of grass on land owned by the County Council.   
 
He reported that the Parish Council needed to agree before November 
2012, whether or not it wished to cut the grass on the County land, so that 
the contract could be started for the 2013/2014 season in April 2013. 
 
The proposed grass cutting grant from OCC would be based on 4 cuts per 
year and there were currently 50,000 square metres of OCC land in the 
Parish. 
 
Councillor Tyrrell also circulated some maps which highlighted the areas of 
land which he had been discussing with Nick. 
 
It was agreed that Councillor Tyrrell should contact the Parish Council’s 
contractors ARC Garden Services and establish which areas of land they 
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were currently cutting and he would report back to the next meeting.  
Action DT & TG 

 
iii) Annual Schedule of Work  
 

Prior to the meeting, an annual schedule of Parish Council work had been 
circulated to members.  There were some suggested amendments and the 
Clerk would make these changes and re-circulate.   Action TG 

 
 v)      Actions by the Parish Council  
 

Councillor Nick Rayner outlined all the agreed actions since 2 April 2012 and 
updated members accordingly as to whether the actions were still open or 
had been closed.  He confirmed that he had included the actions agreed at 
this meeting and would update the list.  Action TG 

 
With regard to the special meeting on 23 July, the Clerk was asked to write to 
the Vicar and thanks her for the use of the Church.  Action TG 

 

It was also agreed that a budget monitoring report should be submitted to 
the Parish Council on a monthly basis and the Section 137 payments for 
2011/2012 should be made available on the web site.  Action PC and TG 

 

With regard to the double yellow lines outside of the school, County 
Councilor Keith Mitchell confirmed he would be discussing this further with 
the Area Steward, as well as the VAS for Milton Road and Barford Road.  
Action KM 

   

Councillor Jenny Yates also agreed to find out how to establish the value 
of the Parish Council’s land.  Action JY 

 

Councillor Gloria Lester-Stevens confirmed that she had been looking into 
the flood map, as requested at the last meeting.  It was going to be a time 
consuming task and she would report back as soon as possible. 
 
Councillor Phil Cavill gave details about the proposal for an evening and 
weekend bus service and County Councillor Keith Mitchell agreed to 
investigate this further.  Action KM 

 

12/179 VILLAGE MATTERS 

 

i) The Slade  
 

Councillor Jenny Yates gave an update on the transfer of the Slade to the 
Parish Council.  She had tried to contact Ruth Kelly, who was the 
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consultant working on behalf of the Parish Council, but she was 
unavailable during school holidays. 
 
However, the last conversation with Ruth had clarified that the owners of 8 
Hyde Grove had been asked if they wished to buy the parcel of land at the 
rear of their property and they had 10 days to confirm this, following her 
letter on 10 July 2012.  However, the property was now for sale so it was 
unclear what the situation now was. 
 
The main issues which needed to be clarified were the state of the 
boundaries and culvert and who would be responsible for putting them into 
a stable condition before BPC takes over the Slade, and also the risk 
assessment.  However, all the issues were identified in the report from 
Sasha Barnes. 

 
ii) Public Meeting – Planning Issues 

 
Councillor Jenny Yates reported that the Clerk had been in contact with 
officers from Cherwell District Council, but they were reluctant to attend 
another public meeting in Bloxham to discuss village planning issues. 
 
However, they were willing to attend a meeting with Parish Council 
representatives to discuss neighbourhood planning.  
 
The Clerk reported on how the matter had been progressed at Adderbury 
Parish Council and she agreed to ask Councillor Mike Dolamore from 
Adderbury to contact to Councillor Yates to discuss this.  Action TG 

 
iii) Remembrance Day  
 

Councillor Jenny Yates reported that the Remembrance Day parade was 
being held on Sunday 11 November 2012 and there would be a road 
closure from 1015am to 1245pm. 
 
It was highlighted that more volunteers were needed to enforce the road 
closure and Councillor Phil Cavill agreed to attend at the Courtington Road 
end. 
 
The Clerk was asked to contact Ian Cooper at Cherwell DC and establish 
how the road closure was progressing.  Action TG   
 
It was also highlighted that Pete Smith, from Smiths of Bloxham, was due 
to be asked to collect the road signs from the Thorpe Road depot and 
position them, as well as provide some man power for the road closure.  
The Clerk was asked to contact Pete and ask if he would be willing to 
assist.  Action TG 
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iv)  Area Stewardship Fund  
 

 County Councillor Keith Mitchell reported that there was £8600 available to 
Bloxham Parish Council in its Area Stewardship Fund. 
 
It was suggested that the money could be used on the double yellow lines 
outside of the school, a VAS on the Barford Road, addressing the parking 
issues outside of the shops and a bus shelter outside of the Murco garage. 
 
The Chairman agreed to contact the garage about the bus shelter.  Action 

DC   
 

12/180 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

 

Reports had been circulated to members prior to the meeting by County Councillor 
Keith Mitchell and District Councillor Lynda Thirzie-Smart. 
 
District Councillor Christine Heath reported that last week the Vicar had received a 
letter from David Godfrey about grant payments to the Church from the Parish 
Council.  Councilor Heath was assured that the contents of the letter were not 
correct and the Church would be receiving its grant, as it has done in previous 
years. 
 

12/181 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

 The Clerk circulated three items of correspondence for members. 
 

12/182 MEETING DATES 

 

It was noted that future meeting dates for Bloxham Parish Council were as 
stated below.  They would all commence at 7.00pm in the Parish Rooms, 
Bloxham, unless stated otherwise: 

  
o 3 September 2012  
o 1 October 2012  
o 5 November 2012  
o 3 December 2012  

 
12/183 VERY URGENT BUSINESS 

 

i) Oxfordshire Rural Community Council  
 

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council (ORCC) had circulated its quarterly 
Parish Council progress report.  ORCC were now asking the Parish Council to 
consider circulating a Housing Needs Survey (HNS). 
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The Parish Council discussed this matter, but felt that there were already 
enough two-bedroom properties in the village and it would not be appropriate 
to complete a HNS at the current time.  The Clerk was asked to feed this back 
to ORCC.  Action TG 

 
ii) Salt/Grit for Bloxham 
 

OCC had contacted the Parish Council to ask if it required a free 1 ton bag of 
salt for the winter.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would have the free 
bag of salt and investigations would be made into storing it just off Courtington 
Lane.  Action PC & TG 

 
The Clerk was also asked to get advice from OALC about the Parish Council 
buying in bulk, smaller bags of salt and re-selling them to residents.  Action 

TG 

 
12/184 PUBLIC AND PRESS 

 
It was agreed that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting for item 
numbered 12/185 on the grounds that it could involve the likely disclosure of 
private and confidential information. 

 

12/185 STAFFING ISSUES 

 

The Parish Council identified the documents which the temporary Clerk needed to 
obtain from David Godfrey in his long term absence, to enable the Parish Council 
to continue function effectively. 
 
The Parish Council also agreed that in the absence of David’s contract, whilst he 
was off sick, he be paid six months full pay and six months half pay, on a rolling 
year.  Action TG 

 
The Chairman confirmed that he had asked David on a number of occasions not to 
undertake any Parish Council functions whilst he was off sick as he should be 
concentrating on his recovery. 

 
 (The meeting closed at 9.40pm) 

 
 

________________________________ 
Chairman  

3 September 2012 
 


