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Bloxham Parish Council - Public Meeting 

Monday 24 September 2012 at 7pm at St Mary’s Church, Bloxham 

 

Present: Councillors Mary Grove, Gloria Lester-Stevens, Geoff Mollard, Alan Mole, 

Nick Rayner, David Tyrrell and Jenny Yates. 

 

Also present: District Councillor Christine Heath, Theresa Goss (Temporary Clerk) 

and approximately 300 members of the public.  

 

Apologies: Phillip Cavill, Dave Chapman, Jim Golby and Alan Miller. 

 

Alan Mole opened the meeting and thanked everyone for attending. 

 

Alan gave an introduction about why the meeting had been called, confirming that it 

was to discuss the planning applications submitted to Cherwell District Council 

relating to the Barford Road and Milton Road.  He emphasised that if these 

developments went ahead they would change the nature and character of the 

village. 

 

He reminded the meeting that the proposal from Gladman was to build 75 high 

density houses on the Barford Road.  The proposal from Framptons was to build 85 

houses on the south side of Milton Road.  Both developments would surround the 

newly built Woodlands development, producing a large estate that was 

unsustainable. 

 

Nearly all of the letters from residents sent to Cherwell District Council relating to the 

Barford Road development, were objecting to the proposal.  It was likely that the 

application would be considered by Cherwell District Council’s Planning Committee 

on 11 October 2012 at 4pm.  (However since the meeting the Parish Council has 

been advised the application would actually be considered on 8 November 2012). 

 

The Parish Council would be addressing the Planning Committee with its objection 

and so too would District Councillor Christine Heath.  Alan Mole encouraged as 

many people as possible to attend the meeting and show their support for the refusal 

of the application.   

 

Geoff Mollard addressed the meeting with regard to the Framptons application on 

the south side of Milton Road.  As with the Gladmans development, it was an 

opportunistic development and would create numerous problems with the water 

supply, gas/electricity supply, sewerage, and traffic, amongst other issues. 

 

The developments were both outside of the village boundary on green belt land and 

if granted, there would be a decay of the areas which made Bloxham a village. 
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There was provision for affordable housing, but there was no evidence that there 

was a need for this type of housing from current residents of the village.  There were 

no positive aspects to either development. 

 

Adderbury and other villages had shown that support from residents against large 

scale developments had been vital, and Geoff encouraged everyone to write to 

Cherwell District Council objecting to the developments and to attend the Planning 

Committee when the applications were considered.   

 

District Councillor Christine Heath addressed the meeting and also felt that the 

applications should be rejected and supported what had already been said.  She had 

tried to obtain clarification of when the applications would be considered by the 

Planning Committee, but she had been unable to do so.  However, it would be either 

11 October 2012 or 8 November 2012.  (This was subsequently confirmed as 8 

November 2012). She urged residents to attend the meeting, adding that she would 

fight for the village. 

 

Alan Mole then opened the meeting up to the floor and asked for questions relating 

to the planning applications. 

 

A resident asked for clarification as to when should people write their letters of 

objection.  Jenny Yates encouraged people to write in straight away as the deadline 

for comments for the Barford Road application was early October.  She highlighted 

that currently there were only 35 letters of objection to the Milton Road development 

on the Cherwell DC web site. 

 

A resident asked what advertising would there be about the Planning Committee 

meeting.  Alan Mole confirmed that there would be information in the usual places, 

such as the Banbury Guardian, village and Parish Council web sites, notice boards 

etc.  He also confirmed that residents could just turn up at the Planning Committee 

meeting to show their support. 

 

A resident addressed the meeting and highlighted that developers were submitting 

so many applications for Bloxham because of the lack of a Local Plan.  If people 

were going to object then they needed to do so on good planning grounds, referring 

to policies where possible, and to say that they just didn’t want any more 

development in the village, would not be a good enough reason.  Residents also 

needed to refer to the Banbury and Bicester Master plan to see how that affected the 

village and look at the application for 800 houses earmarked for a site in along Salt 

Way (off the Bloxham Road) that would be followed by a further proposal for 200 

houses by Barwood (developers). 

 

There was also an urgency to create a Neighbourhood Plan so that residents could 

have their say about future developments in the village.  
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Alan Mole reported that the Parish Council was aware of the Local Plan and was 

currently working through it.  The Parish Council was hoping to complete a 

Neighbourhood Plan and was pleased to have received offers of help from the 

village. 

 

Jenny Yates reported that she had a spare copy of the Local Plan and also two discs 

which contained had all the information, if anyone wished to have a look at them.  

There were also some legal points in the Local Plan which the Parish Council 

needed some assistance with. 

 

A resident asked what would be expected of residents that attended the Cherwell DC 

meeting. District Councillor Christine Heath advised that residents could turn up, 

(there would be strength in numbers to show the feeling of the villagers) but only 

Councillors, Officers, Representatives of Bloxham Parish Council and the developer 

were allowed to speak. The Parish Council and developer had five minutes each. 

 

A resident asked for a show of hands from those who would be attending the 

Planning Committee meeting.  Nearly everybody in the Church raised their hand. 

 

John Groves advised everyone that all the relevant documents were available from 

the Bloxham Broadsheet web site. 

 

A resident informed the meeting that he had attended a Planning Committee meeting 

two years ago and he was sure that the lack of attendance by residents was why the 

application was granted, by just one vote.  He encouraged everyone to attend the 

Planning Committee when the applications were considered. 

 

A resident asked if the Parish Council had money available as Trustees to fund legal 

counsel.  Gloria Lester-Stevens confirmed that the Parish Council had limited 

reserves but by law, there were constraints on the use of these funds and that 50% 

had to be held in reserve.  

 

A resident suggested that a ‘fighting fund’ could be set up to enable residents to 

make contributions to help fight these applications. The Parish Council agreed this 

was a good idea and would be investigated further. 

 

A resident informed the meeting that he had instructed his own legal counsel about 

two years ago to fight an application and it didn’t make any difference to the 

outcome.  However he agreed to pass on the details to the Parish Council. 

 

A resident highlighted that he had emailed the Planning Committee and the reserve 

members about the applications but had received no response. 

 

District Councillor Christine Heath confirmed that Planning Committee members 

were unable to respond as they were not permitted to express an opinion prior to the 

meeting.  With regard to the process at the meeting, the Planning officers would 
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write a report and make a recommendation of either approval or refusal.  At the 

meeting, the Officer would present their report and the Committee would then debate 

the application and make a decision.   The agenda and report on the application 

would be published 7 days before the meeting.  

 

John Groves confirmed that he would add all necessary links to the Bloxham 

Broadsheet web site. 

 

Jenny Yates reported that the County Council and Thames Water supported the 

Parish Council’s objections and she again encouraged everyone to write to Cherwell 

DC with their own objections.  Members of the public could also go into the Cherwell 

DC office to view the plans or they could be accessed on-line. 

 

A resident asked why Sir Tony Baldy MP was not at the meeting.  Alan Mole 

reported that he had been invited but was unable to attend.  However, everyone 

agreed that he should have been present and residents were encouraged people to 

write to him about these applications.  A briefing paper from Sir Tony would be 

circulated at the end of the meeting. 

 

A resident felt that, in his opinion, the applications would be turned down by Cherwell 

DC and then the focus quickly needed to be turned to how to address the 

inspectorate, when the developers appealed the decisions. 

 

Jenny Yates reported that the Adderbury appeal was turned down on the grounds 

that the developments were extending the settlement site and the village boundary, 

as well as encroaching into the countryside.  Alan Mole added that Bloxham Parish 

Council were preparing for the applications going to the Appeal stage and were 

endeavouring to lobby Ministers, with the assistance of Sir Tony Baldry MP.   

 

In the meantime the Parish Council had prepared template letters of objection for 

use by residents and provided copies of these, plus an information sheet carrying 

relevant points to be used in their own responses. These were available to collect as 

residents left the meeting and  would be available on the Bloxham Broadsheet web 

site.  

 

A resident felt that the exhibition by Framptons in Jubilee Hall was a cynical move to 

establish what the objections would be prior to the submission of their application.  

The developers seemed to think that Bloxham is a sustainable village because it had 

a school, doctors etc, but all these were all full. 

 

District Councillor Christine Heath reported that following the decision of the 

Planning Committee, if the applications were referred to the Planning Inspectorate, it 

usually took about three months for the hearing to be held. By then the Local Plan 

should be in place and this would support the villages’ case. 
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Jenny Yates confirmed that Bloxham was a category 1 village.  She had also spoken 

to other Parish Councils in the area and they all supported the views of Bloxham 

Parish Council.   

 

There were transport issues to be addressed and the County Council recognised 

that the mini roundabout in the village was already at capacity at peak times. 

 

A resident highlighted that all letters of objection needed to refer to planning law and 

the Local Plan and should not be based on opinions.   

 

It was suggested by a resident that a petition could be put in the village shop for 

people to sign. 

 

A resident stated that Bloxham had had more than its fair share of developments in 

the last 5 years and queried where the target figures had come from if there was not 

a Local Plan in force. 

 

Jenny Yates reported that the target figures had come from the South East Regional 

Spatial Strategy. 

 

 A resident raised the issue of publicity and felt that more was needed for meetings 

such as these. 

 

Jenny Yates confirmed that to advertise this meeting, the Parish Council had 

completed a leaflet drop to every property in the village, there were notices on the 

two Parish Council notice boards and it had also been referenced in the Banbury 

Guardian both in the village column and as an article in last weeks paper.  It had also 

been advertised on the Parish Council’s web site, Facebook page and Twitter 

account as well as the Bloxham Broadsheet web site.  However, it was recognised 

that publicity/communication was an issue and the Parish Council would welcome 

support from residents to improve its’ information strategy. 

 

A resident raised the issue of flooding on the site and Jenny Yates confirmed that 

there were lengthy documents attached to the application about flood alleviation. 

 

Alan Mole asked that if residents had any photographs of the site when it had 

flooded these should be included with the letters of objection. 

 

A resident again raised the issue of a fighting fund and on a show of hands, the 

majority of people were willing to contribute to such a fund. 

 

Jenny Yates stated that it would not be possible to record the names and addresses 

of all those who wished to donate to a fund, but if people wished to make a donation 

on their way out, it would be much appreciated by the Parish Council.  The donations 

would be used by the Parish Council to support any necessary actions which were 

required to combat these two proposals. 
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Jenny also asked that if anyone wished to help the Parish Council fight these 

applications, they should either contact herself or the temporary Clerk, Theresa 

Goss. 

 

Jenny thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.20pm. 

 

At the conclusion of the meeting, the contributions to the ‘fighting fund’ were counted 

and £609 had been donated.  This would be formally reported to the Parish Council 

on 1 October 2012 and it would agree how the money should be spent. 


