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DRAFT MI	UTES OF THE MEETI	G OF BLOXHAM PARISH COU	CIL 

HELD AT THE PARISH ROOMS, BLOXHAM O	 MO	DAY 1 OCTOBER 

2012 AT 7.00PM 
 

PRESENT: Chairman David Chapman; Councillors Philip Cavill, Jim Golby, Mary Groves, 
Gloria Lester-Stevens, Alan Miller, Geoff Mollard, Alan Mole, Nick Rayner, 
David Tyrrell and Jenny Yates.  

   
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Theresa Goss (Clerk), County Councillor Keith Mitchell and 11 
members of the public.  
     
APOLOGIES:  District Councillors Christine Heath and Lynda Thirzie-Smart.  
 
12/200 OXFORDSHIRE RURAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL (ORCC) 
 
 Anton Nath from ORCC attended the meeting to discuss Neighbourhood Planning. 
 

Anton circulated information about the ORCC Neighbourhood Planning Support 
Service and talked through the eight steps to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan 
and links with the sustainability appraisal. 
 
After his presentation he asked the Parish Council and members of the public, if 
they had any questions. 
 
Anton was asked about costs relating to formulating the Plan.  He was unable to 
give exact figures as no Plans had yet been completed.  He reported that 
Thame had paid over £100,000 for their Plan, but they had employed 
consultants to do the work for them.  However, Woodcote Parish Council for 
example, had used the skills and resources available in the Parish, and although 
they had budgeted for £10,000 they had only spent about £3,000 so far. 
 
Anton confirmed that Cherwell District Council had an emerging Local Plan, but 
the Neighbourhood Plan would make some of the details far more relevant. 
 
He also confirmed that Cherwell District Council would pay for some of the items 
required for the Plan, including the independent inspection and the referendum.  
Sometime ago there had been grants available, but this was no longer the case. 
 
Anton reported that the Plan would take about 18 to 24 months to complete, but 
it could be done within one year if there was a consultant working for the Parish 
Council.  For a Parish the size of Bloxham, it would cost about £35,000 for a 
consultant to complete the Plan, working on it full time. 
 
There was also the option of working on the Plan with other Parish Councils and 
splitting the costs.  There would have to be one Council which took the lead, and 
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the Council’s who joined up, did not have to be local to each other, although 
practically, this probably would not be a good idea. 
 
The ORCC documents which Anton had circulated, detailed the services which 
ORCC offer, together with the costs.  If the Parish Council wished, it could buy 
into the services as and when it was required.   
 
Anton stated that ORCC could write the whole Plan on behalf of the Parish 
Council, but he did not recommend that course of action, as there would be 
enough skills within the community to draw on. 
 
Councillor Jenny Yates highlighted that there was no option within the Plan to 
state that there should not be any development in the village.  The Plan would 
enable the community to say where and what types of development would be 
acceptable and this would carry weight with the Planning Authority and any 
subsequent referrals to the Planning Inspectorate. 
 
Anton also informed the Parish Council that the ORCC did offer a basic support 
package to help start off the process which would cost £1500, but after this, the 
community should be able to continue the process itself. 
 
Anton was thanked for attending the meeting and he left at this point. 

 
12/201 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
  There were no declarations of interest. 
 
12/202 MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 3 September 2012 were taken as read and 
duly adopted and signed by the Chairman.    

 
12/203 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF 3 SEPTEMBER 2012 
 
  Minute Number 12/188 – Matters Arising – Bank Accounts 
 

Councillor Phillip Cavill reported that he had been into Lloyds TSB, Natwest and 
the Co-operative banks and it would be relatively straight forward to change 
bank accounts.  However, none of the banks had business banking staff in their 
branches who could give advice, therefore, there would be nothing to gain from 
moving the accounts from the Bank of Ireland. 
 
Therefore, it was agreed that the Parish Council bank accounts should stay at 
the Bank of Ireland. 
 
Minute Number 12/188 – Matters Arising – Grass Cutting 
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Councillor David Tyrrell reported that he was still looking at the grass cutting 
contract with the County Council and it was agreed that this should be on the 
agenda for the next meeting.  Action TG 
 
12/197 – Christmas Tree 
 
Councillor Phillip Cavill reported that he had obtained costs for the Christmas 
tree from Nicholsons and a Piceaomorica Serbian Spruce tree would cost £200, 
plus £38.50 for delivery and £35 to plant it. 
 
It was agreed that the tree should be purchased and planted in November 2012.  
It was suggested that advice be taken from Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) 
highways about the exact location, the two suggestions being either by the war 
memorial or outside of David Andrews garage.  Action A. Miller  
 

12/204 RESIDENTS’ ISSUES 
 
 Parking In Winters Way, Bloxham 
 

The residents with the parking issues in Winters Way attended the meeting to 
clarify that the proposal to have double yellow lines, was for them to go between 
number 9 and number 11 and not down the whole of the street. 
 
The Chairman confirmed that this would be considered by OCC when they 
completed their next Road Traffic Order and there would be consultation with 
residents.  However, this may not be for some time as there was an issue about the 
enforcement. 
 

 Public Meeting/Annual Parish Meeting 
 

Chris Nagele reported that he was pleased that the public meeting had been held 
last week although the acoustics in the Church had not been very good. He also 
asked what money was available to the Parish Council.  It was confirmed that there 
were section 106 monies which the Parish Council could use for specific projects, 
but the money was held by Cherwell District Council and Oxfordshire County 
Council.   
 
Mr Nagele also highlighted that no accounts were circulated at the Annual Parish 
Meeting. 
 
Villager of the Year 
 
Chris Nagele also suggested that the Parish Council should introduce a ‘Villager of 
the Year’ award.  The village could be asked to nominate appropriate people and a 
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sub-committee of community representatives could decide the winner.  The Parish 
Council agreed to investigate this further. 
 
Skate Park 
 
Ian Keen addressed the Parish Council asking if investigations could be made into 
having a skate park in the village.  He felt that it would be of benefit to the young 
people of the village to give them something to do. 
 
Councillor Alan Miller reported that he had already been approached by some 
young people at the Youth Club about this issue.  He had advised them to look into 
it further and come up with some costs and locations and then he would present 
this to the Parish Council. 
 
Mr Keen agreed to attend the Youth Club on Tuesday evening and discuss this 
further with Councillor Miller and the young people who had shown the initial 
interest.  Action A.Miller 
 

12/205 PLANNING  
 

i) Planning Applications 
 

Councillor Jenny Yates reported to the Parish Council on the planning 
applications which had been considered by the Parish Council’s Planning 
Sub-Group.  These were noted.  It was also noted that a further planning 
application had come in which was a re-issue of Claypits on Banbury Road.  
The Planning Committee would look at this on-line and then make their 
comments.  Action JY 

 
ii) Results of Planning Applications 
 

Councillor Jenny Yates reported to the Parish Council on results of 
applications which had been determined by Cherwell District Council’s 
Planning Committee.  These were noted. 

 
iii) Neighbourhood Plan  
 

Councillor Jenny Yates reported that as Bloxham was going to be 
continually targeted by developers, it was important that there was a 
Neighbourhood Plan in place. 
 
She had already received offers of help from people in the village and the 
intention was to set up a Steering Group to develop the Plan. 
 
Therefore, it was agreed that the Parish Council should go ahead with 
formulating a Neighbourhood Plan. 
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The Parish Council had noted that there was an option of formulating a 
Plan with other Parish Councils and members felt that this should also be 
investigated further.  Action JY 
 
It was also agreed that Woodcote Parish Council should be contacted to 
discuss with their members how they had progressed with their Plan.  
Action JY 
 
The Parish Council also asked that a rough budget detailing some of the 
costs be prepared and submitted to the next meeting of the Parish Council 
for discussion.  Action JY 

iv) Bloxham Parish Council - PC Draft Response to 12/01139/OUT 

Prior to the meeting, the Parish Council’s response to the Milton Road 
planning application had been circulated.  The response was approved for 
submission to Cherwell District Council.  Action TG 

Councillor Jenny Yates was also thanked for all her hard work on this 
issue. 

v) Training  

Councillor Mary Groves reported on the OALC training session which she 
had recently attended. 

She had learnt about the roles and responsibilities of a Parish Councillor 
and felt that the course was so important, it should be mandatory to attend. 

Councillor Groves would be producing a leaflet to circulate to all members 
and the Clerk was asked to follow-up on the approach made to the OALC 
about hosting this event in Bloxham, in conjunction with other local Parish 
Councils.  Action TG 

vi) South Newington Parish Council  

Councillor Jenny Yates reported that along with the Chairman, she had 
attended a meeting with South Newington Parish Council to discuss the 
planning applications on Barford Road and Milton Road. 

South Newington Parish Council would be objecting to the application and 
they were very supportive of the Bloxham Parish Council’s objections.  
Some of their members had also attended the public meeting last week.  
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They would also be providing some traffic information to the Parish 
Council.  

vii) Public Meeting on 24 September 2012  
 

 Councillor Jenny Yates reported on the public meeting which had been 
held on 24 September 2012 at St Mary’s Church.  There has been a very 
good turnout and the Church had been full of people from the village. 
 
The ‘fighting fund’ had collected £609 and a further £10 had been handed 
to the Clerk this evening.   
 
Coaches were going to be provided to take residents to the Cherwell 
District Council Planning Committee on 8 November 2012, when the 
Barford Road application was to be considered.  It was also likely that the 
Milton Road application would be considered at this meeting too. 
 
The cost would be £3 each and if people wished to travel on the coaches, 
they needed to go to the Ex-Serviceman’s Club on 12 or 13 October 2012 
between 10am and 12 noon and book their place. 
 
Councillor Yates also reported that Cherwell DC planning officers and 
members of their Planning Committee would be taking a tour of the District, 
which included a brief visit to Bloxham.  This was being held on 10 October 
and would probably be in afternoon.   
   

viii) Local Plan 
 

Councillor Jenny Yates reported that she was still working on the Parish 
Council’s response to Cherwell DC’s Local Plan. 
 
As the deadline was 10 October 2012 it was agreed that Councillor Yates 
should circulate the response by email and then subject to any further 
comments, submit it to Cherwell DC.  Action JY 
 

ix) Government Consultation Document - Changes to Section 106 
Agreements  
 
Prior to the meeting, the Parish Council’s response had been circulated to 
members.  The response was approved for submission.  Action JY 
 

    x) Banbury Plan Work Shop 
 
  Councillor Jenny Yates reported on the work shop which she had attended on 

20 September 2012. 
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  The contents of the Masterplan were discussed and in attendance were 
approximately 30 people, including representatives from Bodicote and 
Hanwell Parish Councils, the Banbury Civic Society and some developers. 

 
12/206 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 

Reports had been circulated to members prior to the meeting by County Councillor 
Keith Mitchell and District Councillor Lynda Thirzie-Smart.  The reports were noted. 
 
The members asked Councillor Mitchell for clarification about the subsidy for the 
488 bus route and he agreed to check this with the County Council.  Action KM 
 
It was also confirmed that the bus shelter could go head, following confirmation 
from the County Council that it would not dispute ownership of the subsoil (in this 
case, the garage company Murco) because highway status took legal precedence 
over any actual ownership, meaning that the highways authority (OCC) did not 
need to own any land.. Murco’s solicitor would also confirm this fact.  
 
A discussion then followed about the allocation of section 106 monies and the Area 
Stewardship Fund to projects in the village.  The Clerk confirmed that she had 
requested this information and would chase it up with the County Council.  
Councillor Mitchell also agreed to check the amounts in the Area Stewardship Fund 
which were allocated to Bloxham.  Action TG 

 
12/207 FINANCE 
 

i) The following accounts were approved for payments: 
 

Payment Amount Cheque no. 

ARC – Village Maintenance £759.34 442 

David Godfrey – Salary for October 2012 £775.60 443 

Theresa Goss – Salary October 2012  £570.38 444 

Theresa Goss – Expenses for September 2012  £42.70 444 

Adderbury Parish Council - Stationery £40.37 445 

Cherwell District Council – Emptying Dog Bins £1380.24 446 

Jenny Yates – Printing £66.00 447 

Bloxham Parish Council – Gratuity £36.35 448 

Talktalk £20.78 Direct Debit 

BT £14.60 Direct Debit 

 

ii) The bank reconciliation and financial report as at 1 October 2012 were noted. 
 

12/207 PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
 

i) Reports/Minutes from Sub-Groups  
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The Parish Council noted the minutes of the Planning & Strategy Sub-
Group held on 19 September 2012. 
 
The Parish Council also agreed that all the Sub-Groups be renamed as 
‘Committees’ to fall in line with legislation and enable them to make 
decisions, where necessary. 
 
The Planning and Strategy Committee would also have responsibility for 
responding to Cherwell District Council with regard to planning 
applications, on behalf of the Parish Council.  Action JY 

 
Councillor Phillip Cavill reported that the Resources Committee would be 
having a meeting fairly soon to make the appropriate arrangements for the 
recruitment of the Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer. 
 
Councillor Cavill would also circulate some dates for a meeting to discuss 
the budget for 2013/2014 and to consider the grant applications.  The 
deadline for applications was Friday 19 October 2012.  Action PC 
 
With regard to the grant applications, the Clerk was requested to write to 
the organisations who had a grant last year and remind them of the closing 
date.  Action TG 

 
With regard to Environment Committee, Councillor David Tyrrell agreed to 
Chair the Committee and Councillor Cavill agreed to circulate some dates 
for the first meeting.  Action DT & PC 

 
ii) Tadmarton Road Highway Issues 

 
The Parish Council had been requested by the County Council to establish 
whether a footpath over the ditch to enable pedestrians to walk behind the 
cars at school drop-off and collection times, should be addressed at the 
expense of the bus service. 

 
This work would cost around £25k and gateway features could add a 
further £8k. This would be deducted from the £116k allocated to bus 
services, so inevitably affect services to some degree.   

 
This issue would be discussed at the meeting between Bloxham PC, 
Bloxham Primary School, County Councillor Keith Mitchell, OCC 
Representatives and PCSO Angela Alford on 12 October 2012. 

 
The Parish Council did not comment, as the Clerk confirmed that the 
matter should be clearer once the allocation of section 106 monies to the 
village projects was clarified by the County Council.   
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iii) Annual Parish Meeting (APM)  
 

It was agreed that the APM would be held on 24 April 2013 and a speaker 
would be invited nearer the time.  The Clerk was asked to book the main 
hall at Warriner School and check that there were no clashes with the 
Church, the County and District Councils and other village activities.  
Action TG 

 
 v)      Actions by the Parish Council  
 

The agreed actions since 2 April 2012 were outlined by the Chairman and 
members updated accordingly as to whether the actions were still open or 
had been closed.  Councillor Nick Rayner confirmed that he would include the 
actions agreed at this meeting and would update the list.  Action TG 

 
12/208 VILLAGE MATTERS 
 

i) The Slade  
 

Councillor Jenny Yates reported on the meeting with Ruth Kelly from 
Carillion. 
 
Councillor Yates reported that the two residents had not taken up the offer 
of purchasing the land behind their properties, therefore it would form part 
of the transfer to the Parish Council.   
 
Clarification was still needed with regard to the boundary by the stream, 
the ownerships and responsibilities of the culverts, the ownerships of 
adjacent land and the OCC’s current liability for the trees.  Ruth would be 
addressing all of these issues. 
 
The County Council would also be completing a further survey of the site.   
 
The Parish Council would need to insure the site and the Clerk confirmed 
that she had contacted the insurance company and was waiting for a 
response.   
 
It was also reported that the bridge on Barford Road was in need of repair 
and the Clerk was asked to contact Network Rail.  Action TG 
 

ii) Remembrance Day  
 

Councillor Jenny Yates reminded members that the Remembrance Day 
parade was being held on Sunday 11 November 2012 and there would be 
a road closure from 1015am to 1245pm. 
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A meeting had been held on 7 September and all the arrangements were 
now in place. 
 
Councillor Cavill and Golby agreed to cover the road closure on 
Courtington Lane. 
 

iv)  Area Stewardship Fund  
 
This item had been covered earlier in the meeting. 

 
v) Youth Club  

 
Councillor Alan Miller reported that the Youth Club had opened again on 
11 September 2012 and he was hoping the numbers would increase.  He 
was also in communication with the Youth Club Association.  

 
vi) Neighbourhood Action Group (NAGS) 
 

Councillor Alan Miller reported that basic information about NAGS had 
been included in the last edition of the Broadsheet.  There had been some 
staff movement within Thames Valley Police and there would be a NAGS 
meeting at the end of October. 
 
It was also reported that was an issue with lead being stolen from 
churches and schools in the area.   

 
12/210 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 There were no items of correspondence for members. 
 
12/211 MEETING DATES 
 

It was noted that future meeting dates for Bloxham Parish Council were as 
stated below.  They would all commence at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms, 
Bloxham, unless stated otherwise: 

  
o 5 November 2012  
o 3 December 2012  
o 7 January 2013 
o 4 February 2013 
o 4 March 2013 

 
However, it was noted that some meetings may start at 7.00pm and the time 
should be checked on the agenda the week prior to the meeting. 

 
12/212 VERY URGENT BUSINESS 
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i) Planter outside Warriner School 
 

It had been reported to the Parish Council that the planter on the Banbury 
Road needed cutting back as it was blocking the view for drivers as they 
turned onto Banbury Road from Bloxham Grove Road. 
 
The planter by the recreation ground on the South Newington Road also 
needed to be repaired. 
 
It was agreed that Smiths of Bloxham be asked complete these works.  
Action TG & DC 

 
12/213 PUBLIC AND PRESS 

  
It was agreed that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting for item 
numbered 12/214 on the grounds that it could involve the likely disclosure of 
private and confidential information. 

 
12/214 STAFFING ISSUES 

 
The Parish Council noted that David Godfrey had resigned from the Parish Council 
with effect from 30 November 2012 and his resignation had been acknowledged by 
the Chairman. 
 
Mr Godfrey was still in possession of some Parish Council documents and 
equipment and the Chairman would write to him again and request that these be 
returned quickly.  Action DC 
 
A draft advertisement for Mr Godfey’s replacement was circulated and approved, 
subject to some amendments.   
 
Councillor Jenny Yates would amend the advert and arrange for it to be displayed 
on the Parish Council website, the Bloxham Broadsheet web site, on the Parish 
notice boards, in the Parish Council’s column in the Banbury Guardian and subject 
to a quote, an advert would also be placed in the Banbury Guardian.  Action JY 

 
 (The meeting closed at 10.40pm) 

 
 

________________________________ 
Chairman  

5 November 2012 
 


