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DRAFT MI	UTES OF THE MEETI	G OF BLOXHAM PARISH 

COU	CIL HELD AT THE STUDIO, BLOXHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL, 

BLOXHAM O	 MO	DAY 12 	OVEMBER 2012 AT 7.00PM 
 

PRESENT: Chairman David Chapman; Councillors Philip Cavill, Jim Golby, Mary 
Groves, Gloria Lester-Stevens, Alan Miller, Geoff Mollard, Alan Mole, 
David Tyrrell and Jenny Yates.  

   
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Theresa Goss (Clerk), District Councillor Christine Heath and 
two members of the public.  
     
APOLOGIES:  County Councillor Keith Mitchell and District Councillor Lynda Thirzie-
Smart.  
 
12/215 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
  There were no declarations of interest. 
 
12/216 MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 1 October 2012 were taken as read and 
duly adopted and signed by the Chairman.    

 
12/217 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF 1 OCTOBER 2012 
 
  12/203 – Matters Arising – Christmas Tree 
 

Councilor Philip Cavill reported that the permanent Christmas tree which was 
due to be planted this year, would not now be planted until 2013. There were 
issues with the overhead cables and it was now hoped that the tree would be 
planted opposite the war memorial, subject to the diseased hawthorn tree being 
removed.  The Parish Council was currently liaising with the County Council on 
this issue. 
 
The Clerk reported that the Christmas tree for this year had been ordered from 
Nicholsons and would be delivered on 7 December 2012.  She had been in 
touch with David Andrews and he would arrange for the lights to be put up a day 
or two afterwards. 
 
12/203 – Matters Arising – Grass Cutting Contract 
 
Councillor David Tyrrell reported that he was still waiting for Tracy Morton at the 
County Council to get back to him about the grass cutting contract.  The Clerk 
agreed to contact Tracy to find out what was happening.  Action TG 
 
12/205 (v) – Planning – Training 
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Councillor Mary Groves reported that following her training she had put together 
some notes for Councillors. These were circulated to all members. 
 
12/205 (viii) – Planning – Local Plan 
 
Councillor Jenny Yates reported that the submission had been made to Cherwell 
District Council by the deadline of 10 October 2012. The revised Plan was being 
submitted to Cherwell District Council’s Executive in December 2012.  
 
12/208 (ii) – Remembrance Day 
 
Councillor Jenny Yates reported that the Parade had been a success.  
Everything had run on time and was very well organised.  It was agreed that a 
letter be sent to Smiths of Bloxham to thank them for their excellent help and 
assistance and also to the Royal British Legion for organising the event.  Action 
TG 
 
12/208 (i) – Barford Road Bridge 
 
Councillor Mary Groves reported that the state of the bridge was now of concern 
to local residents.  There had been a meeting earlier in the day with Bob 
Duxbury from Cherwell District Council and he had agreed to investigate the 
matter further.  The Clerk was asked to contact Mr Duxbury and advise him of 
the residents’ concerns.  Action TG 
   

12/218 RESIDENTS’ ISSUES 
 
 Flooding in Tadmarton Road 
 

Councillor Gloria Lester-Stevens reported that due to the blocked pipe in the 
ditch on Tadmarton Road by the school, and the ditch which was full of grass 
and debris on the opposite side of the road, there had been a flooding incident 
last week. 
 
Residents had been very concerned about the rising water levels during the 
heavy rain fall and the Fire Service had been called out. 
 
Councillor Alan Mole reported that he had recently met with the Area Steward, 
Maurice Sheehan, and Maurice would be asking Gordon Hunt, Drainage 
Engineer, to contact Councillor Lester-Stevens to discuss the issue. 
 

12/219 PLANNING  
 

i) Planning Applications 
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Councillor Jenny Yates reported to the Parish Council on the planning 
applications which had been considered by the Parish Council’s Planning 
Sub-Group.  These were noted.   
 
The Parish Council was particularly unhappy with application 12/01454/LB 
because red bricks were being used and this was not in-keeping with the 
village.  The Planning Committee would be looking at this application and 
would submit this objection.   

 
ii) Results of Planning Applications 
 

Councillor Jenny Yates reported to the Parish Council on results of 
applications which had been determined by Cherwell District Council’s 
Planning Committee.  These were noted. 

 
iii) Neighbourhood Plan/Barford Road and Milton Road Planning Applications 
 

Councillor Jenny Yates reported that along with the other Planning 
Committee members, she had met with Bob Duxbury from Cherwell 
District Council earlier in the day. 
 
They had discussed the Barford Road application and it now seemed likely 
that the application would be considered at the Cherwell’s Planning 
Committee on 6 December 2012. 
 
Councillor Yates reported that any further letters of objection which were 
submitted needed to be more strategic.  There should be planning 
references to the drainage and highways issues, as well as the availability 
of school places and the economic and environmental dis-benefits of the 
applications being approved.   
 
Councillor Philip Cavill reported that Kineton Parish Council had submitted 
a very good objection to a planning application in their area and it was 
agreed that the Parish Council should obtain a copy, and possibly speak to 
the Chairman of the Parish Council, if possible.  Action TG 
 
It was also agreed that meetings with Councillor Keith Mitchell and Tony 
Baldry MP were needed urgently to seek further support and clarification of 
issued raised by Gladman, to enable the Parish Council and residents in 
objecting  to this application.  Action TG 
 
The members also highlighted that 200 homes had already been built in 
the village and this needed to be included in any submission to the District 
Council.   
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The Parish Council’s Planning Committee would also be agreeing who 
would address the Cherwell DC’s Planning Committee at its meeting on 6 
December 2012.  Councillor Christine Heath also confirmed she would be 
speaking in objection to the application.   

  
iv) ‘Keep Bloxham Rural’  

 
It was reported that there had been three Saturday Drop-in and Chat 
sessions arranged for 17 and 24 November and 1 December 2012 from 
1030am to 1230pm, at the Ex-Serviceman’s Hall. 
 
The Clerk had a list of who could attend which sessions and would 
circulate it to the members.  Action TG 
 
There would also be an ‘A’ frame board placed outside of the Ex-
Serviceman’s Hall to advertise the sessions.   
 
Councillor Alan Mole also reported that the publicity meetings had gone 
very well and lots of ideas were coming forward, including the recent flyers 
and posters. 

 
v) Land at Tadmarton Road, Bloxham  

 
It was reported that the Parish Council had received an approach from 
Miller Homes to meet with the Parish Council with regard to a proposed 
development on Tadmarton Road, Bloxham. 
 
It was agreed that the Planning Committee would meet with Miller Homes 
as part of the Neighbourhood Plan process and the Clerk was asked to find 
out whether it would be appropriate for the attendees at the meeting to sign 
a confidentiality agreement.  Action TG 
 
It would also be highlighted to Miller Homes that the Planning Committee 
would only be listening to what they had to say.  No opinions either in 
favour or against their proposals would be discussed until a formal 
planning application was submitted to Cherwell District Council.  Action 
TG 

 
vi) Proposed Disabled Persons Parking Space in Barford Road – Informal 

Consultation from Cherwell District Council  
 

The Planning and Strategy Committee had considered this proposal and it 
recommended that the Parish Council did not raise any objection to this 
proposal.  This was agreed.  Action TG 

 
v)  Planning Application by Oxfordshire County Council 
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 The Parish Council discussed the planning application at Warriner School 

for the erection of a single storey sixth form suite.  Councillor Jenny Yates 
reported that the Planning Committee would be discussing the application 
on Wednesday morning in more detail and would take on board the Parish 
Council’s comments with regard to the traffic issues. 

 
12/220 FINANCE 
 

i)   The following accounts were approved for payment: 
 

Payment Amount Cheque no. 

Emptying of Dog Bins – Summer 
Period 

£1656.29 449 

David Godfrey – Salary for November 
2012 

£775.40 450 

Theresa Goss – Salary November 
2012  

£570.38 451 

Theresa Goss – Expenses for 
October/November 2012  

£24.60 452 

St Mary’s Church – Section 137 Grant £2230 453 

ARC – Village Maintenance £379.67 454 

Bloxham Parish Council – Gratuity £36.35 455 

Talktalk £21.60 Direct Debit 

BT £14.60 Direct Debit 

Complete Weed Control – Treatment 
in various areas of the village 

£530.40 456 

Ellen Hinde Hall – Grant for damp 
proofing 

£1000 457 

Nicholsons – Christmas Tree £99.50 458 

Oxfordshire County Council – Room 
Hire 

£19.50 459 

St Mary’s Parish Rooms – Room Hire £270.00 460 

Playsafety Limited – Play Area 
Inspections 

£90.00 461 

Public Works Loan £5852 Direct Debit 

Star Fireworks – Maroons for 
Remembrance Day 

£201.68 462 

 
ii) The bank reconciliation and financial report as at 12 November 2012 were 

noted. 
 
iii) Parish Council Grants   
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The Parish Council discussed the applications which had been submitted 
for Parish Council grants for 2013/2014. 
 
These had already been discussed in detail by the Resources Committee 
and the Parish Council agreed the grants as follows: 
 

Organisation Amount Spending Power 

Jubilee Park Pavilion Loan £11704 LGA 1972 Section 145 

Grants & Donations   

Jubilee Park Grounds £2200 LGA (Misc Prov) 1976 

Jubilee Park Hall Renovations £0 LGA (Misc Prov) 1976 

Recreation Ground £2250 LGA (Misc Prov) 1976 

Recreation Ground Play Area £250 LGA Misc Prov) 1976 

Warriner Farm £500 LGA 1972 Section 137 

Royal British Legion £400 LGA 1972 Section 137 

Ex Servicemens Hall up to £2000 LGA 1972 Section 137 

Youth Club £1000 LGA 1972 Section 137 

Churchyard Maintenance £780 LGA 1972 Section 215 

Churchyard Tree Works £1250 LGA 1972 Section 215 

Church Steeple Floodlighting £250 LGA 1972 Section 137 

Bloxfest £2000 LGA 1972 Section 145 

Bloxham Village Museum £500 LGA 1972 Section 137 

War Memorial £150 War Memorial Act 1923 

Church Clock £150 Parish Council Act 1957 

Bloxham Lunch Club £0 LGA 1972 Section 137 

Bloxham Senior Citizens £200 LGA 1972 Section 137 

Bloxham St Mary’s Thursday 
Club 

£1000 LGA 1972 Section 137 

Parish Rooms £700 LGA 1972 Section 137 

Total £27284  

 
There were conditions attached to the Ex Servicemens Hall grant which 
needed to be agreed with the Trustees/Committee. 
 

iv) Allocation of Section 106 Monies  
 

Councillor Alan Mole reported on the Section 106 priorities on Tadmarton 
Road following the highways meeting at Bloxham Primary School on 12 
October 2012. 
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He highlighted the hazardous environment around the school with regard 
to traffic and inconsiderate parking, although the school was trying to 
tackle the issue by introducing the walking bus and staggering start times 
in the morning.   
 
It was also reported that at the meeting, Thames Valley Police had said 
they would monitor the parking situation around the school, but it was felt 
there had not been a Police presence at any time since.  The Clerk was 
asked to contact Thames Valley Police to ask if and when they would start 
to monitor the area.  Action TG 
 
 There was another meeting of the group in early January 2013.  Action 
TG 

 
12/221 VILLAGE MATTERS 
 

i) The Slade  
 

Councillor Jenny Yates reported that she had been in contact with Ruth 
Kerry and the title of the land at The Slade registered with the Land 
Registry had identified a couple of anomalies.  These had now been 
clarified with the Council’s lawyers, and it had been determined that the 
Council’s registered title stood as being correct. 
  
Ruth had also further investigated the query raised by the Parish Council 
regarding the liability of the various culverts on the property and she had 
confirmed that these would remain the responsibility of the property owner, 
with no other party having any liability for these.    
  
Now that the legal ownership of the property had been confirmed, Ruth 
would arrange for the boundaries to be surveyed which should identify the 
extent of any encroachments by third parties.  The report was noted. 
 

ii)  Area Stewardship Fund/Section 106 monies 
 
Councillor Alan Mole reported that he had attended a meeting with the 
Area Steward, Maurice Sheehan, and he had provided a list of the money 
which was available in the Fund.   
 
Investigations were still being made into the 2 x VAS and Councillor Golby 
reported that they would cost approximately £4000 each from a supplier 
had sourced.  He agreed to send the details through to Councillor Mole to 
look into further.  Action JG 
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It was reported that the VAS on the Milton Road would need to be solar 
powered and the Barford Road VAS would be installed on a lighting 
column.  Costing from the County Council were being awaited. 
 
Councilor Mole also reported on the Section 106 money which was 
available for a footpath from Woodlands Park into the village.  There was 
some discussion about the route of the path, but this was still to be 
finalised. 
 
The Parish Council also received details of the proposed footpath over the 
pipe on Tadmarton Road and request had been made to move the 30mph 
limit further up Tadmarton Road.   
 
The bus shelter had also been chosen and costs were being awaited for 
that too. 
 
Councillor Mole would provide a further update at the next meeting. 
 
Councillor Jim Golby left the meeting at this point.  

 
iii)  Youth Club  
 

Councillor Alan Miller had nothing further to report with regard to the Youth 
Club. 

 
iv)  Review of Subsidised Bus Services in the Banbury and Bicester areas 

 
Councillor Mole outlined the proposals for the subsidised bus services, 
which affected Bloxham.  These were the 488 and 489 services and the 
proposal was to reduce the service outside of peak hours, to a two hourly, 
rather than one hourly service.   
 
Councillor Mole had also been in contact with Stagecoach about an 
extended service on a Friday and Saturday but this was probably not 
viable, however they would consider extending the service early in the 
morning and later at night.   
 
The members felt that before any decisions were made, a survey of bus 
users should be carried out.  Surveys could be handed out to bus 
passengers for them to complete and return to either the Post Office or the 
Pharmacy and it could also be made available on the Broadsheet web site.  
Action A.Mole 
 
Councillor Mary Groves also agreed to speak to a contact at the railway 
station about the possibility of displaying a poster about the proposed new 
service.  Action MG 
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It was also highlighted by Councillor Jenny Yates that part of the planning 
application for the development on Milton Road, was the appointment of 
Travel Managers, to encourage the use of the bus services and car sharing 
etc.  The Clerk was asked to contact Cherwell District Council and find out 
how to contact them.  Action TG  

 
v) Additional Dog Bin – Warriner School 

 
This item was deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council.  Action 
TG 
 

12/222 PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
 

i) Reports/Minutes from Sub-Groups  
 
The Parish Council noted the minutes of the Planning & Strategy Sub-
Group held on 24 October 2012. 
 
The Parish Council noted the minutes of the Environment Committee held 
on 30 October 2012. 
 
The Parish Council noted the minutes of the meeting held on 18 October 
2012 and 7 November 2012. 

 
ii) Parish Council Training on Roles and Responsibilities 

 
The Parish Council was reminded about the training which had been 
arranged for Saturday 19 January 2013, at Godswell Park, Bloxham.  
Councillors from Adderbury, Milcombe and Bodicote Parish Councils were 
also attending.  This was noted. 
 
Councillor Philip Cavill highlighted that this training had not been budgeted 
for but there was just about enough in the budget to cover it. 

 
iii) Parish Council Communications 
 

Councillor Philip Cavill reported on a quote which the Parish Council had 
received from Debra Butler at Purple Storm Graphic Design for building a 
new Parish Council web site.   
 
The Parish Council was happy with the quote and it was agreed that the 
Clerk and Councillor Alan Mole should meet with Debra to start off the 
process.  Action TG 
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It was also agreed that James Sheppy should be advised of the decision 
and be thanked for all his work on the current Parish Council web site.  
Action TG 

 
iv) Licensing Principles – Consultation from Cherwell District Council  

 
This was deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council 

 
 v)      Actions by the Parish Council  
 

The agreed actions since 2 April 2012 were outlined by the Chairman and 
members updated accordingly as to whether the actions were still open or 
had been closed.  The Clerk confirmed that she would include the actions 
agreed at this meeting and would update the list.  Action TG 

 
12/223 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 

Reports had been circulated to members prior to the meeting by County 
Councillor Keith Mitchell and District Councillor Lynda Thirzie-Smart.  The 
reports were noted. 
 

12/224 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 There were two items of correspondence circulated to members. 
 
12/211 MEETING DATES 
 

It was noted that future meeting dates for Bloxham Parish Council were as 
stated below.  They would all commence at either 7.00pm or 7.30pm in the 
Parish Rooms, Bloxham, and reference should be made to the agenda prior to 
the meeting: 

  

• 3 December 2012  

• 7 January 2013 

• 4 February 2013 

• 4 March 2013 
 
12/212 PUBLIC AND PRESS 

  
It was agreed that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting for item 
numbered 12/213 on the grounds that it could involve the likely disclosure of 
private and confidential information. 

 
12/213 STAFFING ISSUES 
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 The Clerk left the room for the start of this item. 
 

The Parish Council discussed the appointment of the new Clerk and 
Responsible Financial Officer following the interviews with two candidates. 
 
It was agreed that Theresa Goss be appointed to the position, with effect from 1 
December 2012. 
 
The Clerk was then invited back into the room and advised of the Parish 
Council’s decision. 
 
It was also agreed that the Parish Council would employ additional clerical 
support for note taking at the Parish Council Committee meetings.  Action PC & 
TG 
 
The reminder of this item was confidential.  

 
12/214 VERY URGENT BUSINESS 
 

i) Works to Trees in the Village 
 
Councillor David Tyrrell reported that along with Councillors Alan Mole and 
Philip Cavill, they had inspected the trees in The Goggs/Donkey Field. 
Three quotes for the work had been received and it had been decided to 
appoint Paul Hodgkinson to do the work. It was hoped that the trees 
behind Mrs Battles garden and the beech hedge could be completed 
before the end of March 2013. The rest of the work would need to wait until 
the ground dries out. Action DT to contact Paul Hodgkinson to agree 
timings. 

 
ii) Bridge Behind the Church/Godswell Park 

 
Councillor David Tyrrell reported that following a phone call to the Clerk 
about a bridge in disrepair behind the Church/Godswell Park, he had been 
and had a look at the issue.  He had then rang the lady and advised her 
that it was responsibility of the land owner and would not cause the 
flooding issues she was concerned about. 

 
iii) Grievance and Disciplinary Procedures 

 
Councillor Jenny Yates reported that the Parish Council did not currently 
have any grievance or disciplinary procedures.  Councillor Geoff Mollard 
agreed to look into these procedures.  Action GM 

 
 (The meeting closed at 10.05pm) 
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________________________________ 

Chairman  
3 December 2012 

 


