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BLOXHAM PARISH COU�CIL 
 

DRAFT MI�UTES OF THE MEETI�G OF HELD AT ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS, 

BLOXHAM O� MO�DAY 2 DECEMBER 2013 AT 7.30PM 
 

PRESENT:  Chairman Councillor Geoff Mollard; Councillors Philip Cavill, Jim Golby, Mary Groves, Patricia 
Hopkins, Gloria Lester-Stevens, Stephen Phipps, Nick Rayner, Michelle Thompson, David Tyrrell 
and Jenny Yates.   

   
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Theresa Goss (Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer), John Groves, District 
Councillor Christine Heath, County Councillor Kieron Mallon and three members of the public. 
    
APOLOGIES:  District Councillor Lynda Thirzie-Smart submitted her apologies. 
 
97/13 WELCOME 
 
 The Chairman welcomed Patricia Hopkins to her first meeting of the Parish Council. 
 
98/13 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 

Councillor David Tyrrell declared a pecuniary interest in minute number 106/13 (v) because he was a 
Recreation Ground Trustee. 
 
Councillor Philip Cavill declared a pecuniary interest in minute number 106/13 (v) because he was a 
member of the Jubilee Hall Management Committee.  He also declared an interested in the planning 
application for Tythe Barn, because he was a neighbour to the site of the application. 
 
Councillor Mary Grove declared a pecuniary interest in minute number 106/13 (v) because she was a 
member of the Bloxfest Committee. 
 
Councillor Patricia Hopkins declared a pecuniary interest in minute number 106/13 (v) because she 
was a member of the Senior Citizens Club. 
 
Councillor Gloria Lester-Stevens declared a pecuniary interest in minute number 106/13 (v) because 
she was a members of the St Mary’s Thursday Club. 
 

99/13 MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 4 November 2013 were taken as read and duly adopted and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 

100/13 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF 4 NOVEMBER 2013 
 
Minute Number 90/13 – Parish Council Matters - Councillor Jenny Yates reported that Cherwell 
District Council would provide sacks and collect green waste if the Parish Council made contact. 
 
Minute Number 92/13 – Youth Club - Councillor Philip Cavill reported that he had spoken to Alan 
Miller and he had met with the County Council and was still trying to open the Youth Club again.  
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Councillor Cavill would also discuss with Mr Miller, the signatories on the Youth Club bank accounts.  
Action PC 
 
Minute Number 94/14 – Meeting Dates - Councillor Jenny Yates asked whether the Annual Parish 
Meeting date could be included in the list of meetings dates, and also the date of the elections in May 
2014.  Action TG 
 
Minute Number 92/13 (vi) – Red Lion - Councillor Mary Groves reported that the Community Right to 
Bid application had been submitted to Cherwell District Council and was currently being processed.  
Councillor Groves had, in a personal capacity, joined the Committee wishing to buy the Red Lion as a 
Community Industrial Provident Society, but she asked the Parish Council for clarification on the sort 
of support it could give to the initiative.  She also confirmed that there would be a public meeting in 
January 2014 and the group had a number of ideas about how the site could be developed for the 
benefit of the village. 
 
The Parish Council confirmed it did support the initiative and on that basis, had agreed to the 
Community Right to Bid application.  However, at this stage it could not commit to any financial or 
other support until more details, such as a Business Plan, had been formulated, and councillors 
looked forward to receiving these details in due course.  The Parish Council was happy for Councillor 
Groves to be a member of the group and keep the Parish Council updated on its progress. 
 
Councillor Groves also reported that the Plunkett Foundation was helping the group and it was likely 
that if The Red Lion was bought by the village, then it would be done so on the basis of buying shares.  
The maximum contribution would be £20,000 worth of shares and the minimum was £250.  
 
The Clerk highlighted that Colin Challenger had asked whether a note could be added to the Parish 
Council’s Facebook page asking the village for support.  The Parish Council was happy for this to go 
ahead.  Action TG 
 

101/13 RESIDENTS’ ISSUES 
  

Jonathan Tibbetts addressed the Parish Council with regard to his planning application at Tythe Barn.  
He advised on the changes which had been made to his original application for planning permission 
and hoped that the Parish Council would now be able to support it.  
 
The Councillors asked a number of points of clarification and advised that the Parish Council’s 
Planning Committee was meeting on 10 December 2013 and would be discussing the application and 
asked if he could attend that meeting.  Unfortunately, he was unavailable, but his father agreed to 
attend instead. 
 
The Chairman thanked Mr Tibbetts for attending the meeting. 
 
Councillor Philip Cavill reported that he had been asked by some residents if the problem of Lorries 
parking outside of the shops during peak times could be addressed by the Parish Council.  The Parish 
Council agreed that this was an issue and would write to the shops.  Action TG 
 

102/13 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 

Prior to the meeting, District Councillors Lynda Thirzie-Smart and Christine Heath and County 
Councilor Kieron Mallon had circulated their reports. 
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County Councillor Kieron Mallon reported that three planning applications had been submitted to 
Cherwell District Council relating to land on the self pick site on Crouch Hill.  This was not in Bloxham 
parish; however it would have a knock-on effect to the village.  The Parish Council agreed to ask for a 
copy of the plans.   
 
Councillor Chris Heath reported that the flood lights at Tudor Hall were very bright when turning right 
towards Bodicote which was dangerous for drivers.  County Councillor Kieron Mallon agreed to follow 
this up with Tudor Hall.  Action KM 
 
Councillor Mallon also reported that some time ago he had asked for a VAS in this area but the 
previous Parish Council, at that time, would not support it.  He also confirmed it would cost about 
£500,000 for works to improve this junction. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
a) the reports be noted and the Councillors be thanked for their reports; 
b) the Clerk to ask Cherwell District Council to provide copies of the plans for the three planning 

applications relating to the self pick site on Crouch Hill.  Action TG 
 

103/13 PLANNING  
 

i) Planning Applications - Councillor Jenny Yates reported on the planning applications which had 
been considered by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee since the last meeting 
 
Resolved that the planning applications be noted. 
 

ii) Results of Planning Applications - Councillor Jenny Yates reported to the Parish Council on 
results of applications which had been determined by Cherwell District Council’s Planning 
Committee.    
 
Resolved that the results of the planning applications determined by Cherwell District Council 
and the appeal determined by the Planning Inspectorate, be noted. 

 
iii) Miller Homes – Councillor Jenny Yates reported that she together with Councillor Stephen 

Phipps had attended a meeting with the Primary School to discuss an approach to the Inquiry. 
 
On 16 December 2013 a meeting had been arranged with Barbara Chilman from Oxfordshire 
County Council (OCC) with regard to education and the impact the development would have the 
Primary School.   
 
Lisa Michelson from OCC, who had replaced Daniel Round, had been asked to meet with the 
Parish Council prior to the appeal too, but she had refused because she felt it was inappropriate 
as both Councils would be addressing the Inspector.  She did agree to meet after the appeal. 
 
This response was a concern to Councillor Yates because at the last two appeals the Statement 
of Common Ground had stated that the County Council had a solution to the traffic problems 
which could be addressed using Section 106 money.  However, this was not the case as the 
County Council did not have any solutions. 
 
Resolved that: 
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1) the report be noted; and 
2) County Councillor Kieron Mallon agreed to contact Lisa Michelson with regard to a 

meeting with the Parish Council.  Action TG 
 

104/13 BLOXHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (BNDP)  
 

John Groves attended the meeting and updated the Parish Council on the progress with the BNDP. 
 
John reported that the Plan was moving along and the housing group had completed their work and 
the questionnaire was now being formulated. 
 
The recreation group would be giving an update on their work at the Steering Group on Tuesday 3 
December 2013 and the infrastructure group had pulled together a list of all the businesses in the 
village so that they could be consulted.  However, they were having difficulty engaging with the 
farmers and finding out who some of the land owners were. 
 
Oxfordshire Rural Community Council had agreed to complete a Housing Needs Survey and this 
would also include questions relating to the BNDP.  This would mean that two surveys would not now 
need to be sent out to the village. 
 
John reported that Warriner School 6th form had shown interest in the BNDP in the beginning but this 
had faded, however, he had attended a Friends of Warriner School meeting and some of the younger 
children might be able to assist with the questionnaire. 
 
John highlighted that he was not aware of the locations of ridge and furrow land in the village and 
asked people to contact him if they were able to help with this. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
1) the report be noted; and  
2) John was thanked for attending the meeting. 

 
105/13 PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
 

i) Committees 
 
Environment Committee – Councillor David Tyrrell reported that the minutes of the meeting held 
on 28 November 2013 had been circulated and highlighted a number of points within the 
minutes. 
 

 Resolved that the minutes be noted and the recommendations be approved. 
 
Resources Committee – Councillor Philip Cavill reported that the minutes of the meeting held on 
25 November 2013 had been circulated and highlighted a number of points within the minutes. 
In particular, he drew the Parish Council’s attention to the grant applications which had been 
received and it had been recommended that the Pre-School, Ellen Hinde Hall and the Parish 
Rooms be contacted to see if they would like to apply for more money for their specific projects 
and this be funded from the New Homes Bonus. 
 
Resolved that the minutes be noted and the recommendations be approved. 
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Planning Committee – Councillor Jenny Yates reported that the minutes of the meeting held on 
18 November 2013 had been circulated prior to the meeting and highlighted a number of points 
within the minutes.  In particular, she drew the Parish Council’s attention to the request for a 
meeting with to Nick Boles.  However, there had been a joint meeting of Parish Councils in this 
area and another letter to Tony Baldry had superseded this request. 
 
Also, Councillor Yates asked whether District Councillor Christine Heath could request that 
Cherwell District Council review the LAPS and LEAPS which related to the play areas on 
developments in the village. 
 
It was also suggested by Councilor Yates that County Councillor Kieron Mallon be asked 
whether the County Council could reclassify Bloxham as rural rather than urban with regard to 
parking on planning applications. 
 
It was highlighted that Councillor Michelle Thompson had drafted a reply to the County Council 
with regard to its Home to School Transport consultation. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
1) the reports from the Committee Chairmen be noted; 
2) District Councillor Christine Heath be asked whether Cherwell District Council could 

review the LAPS and LEAPS which relate to the play areas on developments in the 
village; Action TG and CH 

3) County Councillor Kieron Mallon be asked whether the County Council could reclassify 
Bloxham as rural rather than urban with regard to parking on planning applications;  
Action TG and KM 

4) the response to the Home to School transport be submitted to the County Council.  Action 
MT 
 

ii) Committee Structure – Councillor Stephen Phipps asked the Parish Council whether it was 
happy with the current structure of the Committees.  Following advice from Liz Howlett, 
Councillor Phipps queried whether the Committees were working in the correct way. 

 
The Parish Council felt that there were no issues to address currently but it could be kept under 
review. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

iii) Drop-in and Chat Session – Councillor Mary Groves reported that there had been a low turnout 
at the last session, but felt it had partly been to do with the bad weather on that particular day.  A 
BNDP exhibition had been held at the same time as the drop-in and chat session, but this had 
not increased the footfall into the Ex-Serviceman’s Hall, which was disappointing. 

 
Councillor Groves asked Councillor Patricia Hopkins whether through her links with the Senior 
Citizen’s Club, she could encourage any older people to engage with the Parish Council and 
BNDP. 
 
Councillor Hopkins reported that the majority of over 75’s were unable to get out on their own 
and attend the drop-in and chat sessions. 
 
Resolved that: 
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1) the report be noted; and 
2) the drop-in and chat sessions continue until June 2014.  Action TG 
 

iv) High Sheriff’s Award – The Clerk reported that the High Sheriff’s Office had asked the Parish 
Council for applications for the High Sheriff’s award. The deadline for nominations was 13 
December 2013. 

     
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
106/13 FINANCE 
 

i) Accounts for Payment – The Clerk submitted to the Parish Council, the accounts to be paid. 
 

Resolved that the following accounts be approved for payment:  
  

Payment Amount Cheque no. 

Theresa Goss – Salary December 2013 £559.38 588 

Theresa Goss – Expenses for December 2013  £15.75 589 

Katherine Mills – Salary for November 2013 £75.85 590 

Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund – Clerk’s 
Pension 

£169.21 591 

J C Peacock and Company LTD – Manual grit 
spreaders x 2 

£1248.00 592 

Complete Weed Control – Weed control in the 
village 

£474.00 593 

Star Fireworks Ltd – Maroons for Remembrance Day £201.60 594 

Purple Storm Graphic Designs – Web site hosting £55.00 595 

 

ii) Bank Reconciliation and Financial Report - Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated the bank 
reconciliation as at 2 December 2013 for the Bank of Ireland bank accounts and also the financial 
report. 

 
  Resolved that the bank reconciliation and financial report be noted.  
 
iv) Jubilee Park and Hall – Councillor Philip Cavill reported that some quotes had been obtained for 

the proposed works to the windows, soakaway, kitchen and flooring, but more quotes needed to 
be obtained. 
 
It was also suggested that Section 106 monies from Cherwell District Council could be used for 
the walk way to the toilets. 

 
 Resolved that the report be noted. 
 
v) Parish Council Grants – Councillor Philip Cavill reported on the applications which had been 

submitted for a Parish Council grant.  A list of the grant applications had been circulated prior to 
the meeting. 

 
 Resolved that the report be noted and the grants be approved at the next meeting of the Parish 
Council. 
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vi) Budget & Precept 2014/2015 – Councillor Philip Cavill reported on the draft budget which had 

been prepared by the Resources Committee.  Some amendments were needed and the final 
budget would be submitted to the Parish Council in January 2014.   
 
It was also highlighted that the Church still wished to progress the works to the burial ground 
and that the Parish Council could consider including an amount in the budget to contribute to 
this project. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted and the budget & precept for 2014/2015 be approved at the 
next meeting of the Parish Council. 

 
vii) Section 106 Monies – Councillor Jenny Yates reported that following the approval of the 

planning permissions on Barford Road and Milton Road, there would now be additional Section 
106 monies for the village.  Therefore, she suggested that Councillors should think about what 
projects this money could be used for. 

 
Councillor Nick Rayner reported that it could be used for projects highlighted by the BDNP and 
the respective groups could be asked for their suggestions. 
 
Councillors were asked to send their suggestions to the Clerk. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
1) the report be noted;  
2) Councillors send to the Clerk, their suggestions of where the money could be spent in the 

village; and 
3) John Groves be advised of that Section 106 monies will be available and ask him to feed 

this into the BNDP groups for their suggestions.  Action TG 
 
107/13 VILLAGE MATTERS 
 

i) Village Groups – There were no reports from village groups. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
ii) The Slade – Prior to the meeting, Councillor Stephen Phipps had circulated a progress report on 

the transfer of The Slade, the management plan, expected funding and volunteers. 
 
It was also reported that there had been no progress with the transfer and the Clerk was 
continuing to chase this up with Ruth Kerry at the County Council.   
 
 Resolved that: 
 
1) the report be noted; 
2) Councillor Stephen Phipps be thanked for his report; and 
3) Ruth Kerry, be contacted again for an update on the progress of the transfer.  Action TG 

 
iii) Bloxham Emergency Plan - Councillor Phipps reported that he had attended an emergency 

planning event, which had been run by the County Council.  Following this, he suggested 
updating the Community Emergency Plan details which we supply to the County Council.  The 
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contact details for the survivor reception centres needed to be checked and it was agreed it 
would be a good idea to include the Church as a centre too, subject to agreement from the 
Vicar. 
 
Councillor Phipps reported that if there was a major incident in the village, then the District and 
County Councils and the emergency services would manage the situation, but they would need 
details from the Parish Council of where people could be directed to, so they could get shelter.  
The survivor centers may even be used for incidents which happened in neighboring villages, if 
they were required.   
 
He felt that following the advice from the County Council, the Parish Council needed to keep its 
contribution fairly simple and just supply the details of the survivor centers and Parish Council 
contacts.  These would then be fed into the more detailed plans of the other authorities. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
1) the report be noted; 
2) Councillor Phipps be thanked for his work on the Community Emergency Plan; 
3) the Vicar be contacted with regard to the Church being used as a Survivor Centre; and  

Action SP 
4) any Councillor wishing to be on the contact list within the Community Emergency Plan 

should advise Councillor Phipps accordingly.  Action ALL 
 

iv) Bloxham Study Centre – The Chairman reported on the receipt of a letter from Louise Raper, 
student at Warriner School, and as part of her Citizenship Coursework, she had requested that 
the Parish Council supported a Bloxham Study Centre.   
 
The Parish Council felt that this was a good idea, but would need much more detail to be able to 
support such a venture. 

   
Resolved that: 
 
1) the report be noted; 
2) Louise Raper be thanked for her letter; and Action TG 
3) more details on the Study Centre be obtained before the Parish Council commits to 

supporting it.  Action TG 
 
108/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The CPRE magazine, Oxfordshire Voice, was circulated to the Parish Council  
 
Resolved that the report be noted; 

 
109/13 MEETING DATES 
 

Resolved that it be noted that, future meeting dates for Bloxham Parish Council were as stated 
below.  They would all commence at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, Bloxham, and reference 
should be made to the agenda prior to the meeting: 

  
o 6 January 2014 
o 3 February 2014 
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o 3 March 2014 
o 7 April 2014 
o 12 May 2014 
o 2 June 2014 
o 12 June 2014 (Annual Parish Meeting at Warriner School) 

 
Elections in Bloxham would be held on 22 May 2014. 

 
110/13 PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 

Resolved that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and 
press be excluded from the meeting for the minutes numbered 110/13 on the grounds that it could 
involve the likely disclosure of private and confidential information which was not in the public domain. 

 
111/13 CLERKS’ PAY REVIEW 
 

The Clerk reported that she would had been in post permanently, for 12 months, on 1 December 2013 
and it was stated in her contract that the Parish Council would review her pay on each anniversary of 
her appointment. 

 
Resolved that this item be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council. 

 
 
 

 (The meeting closed at 10.45pm) 
 

________________________________ 
 Geoff Mollard, Chairman  

6 January 2014 


