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MI�UTES OF THE BLOXHAM A��UAL PARISH MEETI�G HELD AT 

WARRI�ER SCHOOL, BLOXHAM O� THURSDAY 12 JU�E 2014 AT 

7.00PM 
 

PRESENT: Councillors Mary Groves, Patricia Hopkins, Stephen Phipps, Gloria Lester-Stevens, 
Sue Slater and Jenny Yates. 

   
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Bloxham Parish Council 
Theresa Goss, Neighbourhood Plan Co-ordinator John Groves, District Councillor Christine Heath, 
County Councillor Kieron Mallon and 30 members of the public.   
     
APOLOGIES:  Parish Councillors Jim Golby, Caroline Jones, Geoff Mollard, Nick Rayner, Andy 
Taplin and District Councillor Lynda Thirzie-Smart. 
 
In the absence of Nick Rayner, Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Stephen Phipps chaired 
the meeting.  Councillor Phipps introduced himself and the Clerk and each Councillor in turn, 
introduced themselves to the meeting. 
 
1/4 MINUTES - The minutes of the meeting held on 30 April 2013 were agreed as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman.  There was one small amendment on page 6, under 
residents questions, the second sentence starting from ‘otherwise it could turn into 
development land and the informal path would be lost’ was deleted. 

 
2/14 MATTERS ARISING - There were no matters arising from the minutes of the meeting 

held on 30 April 2013. 
 
3/14 FINANCIAL REPORT - The Clerk presented to the Annual Parish Meeting, the financial 

report for 2013/2014.  The figures had been subject to internal audit and gave an 
accurate picture of the activities of the year.  There were no items of clarification. 

 
4/14 CHAIRMAN'S REPORT - As the previous Chairman, Geoff Mollard, was unable to 

attend the meeting, Councillor Stephen Phipps read out his report. 
 

Personnel Changes: New Councillors:  We would like to welcome Sue Slater, Paddy 
Hopkins and Steve Phipps to their first APM and to thank them for their contribution to 
Parish affairs during the period.  We would also wish to record our thanks to Phil Cavill, 
David Tyrrell and Alan Miller, who had retired from the council after many years’ service 
to the Parish, also, Michelle Thompson who had recently resigned.   
 
Following the uncontested election on 22 May 2014, where eight councillors were 
elected, at the Parish Council meeting on 2 June, three further Councillors were co-
opted: Geoff Mollard, Andy Taplin and Caroline Jones. There was now one vacancy. 
 
Housing: To say it had been a disappointing year would be to understate how the 
council felt after the development decisions that had been taken. This after such an 
incredible amount of work by the planning committee, led by  
Councillor Jenny Yates.  No one could be more committed to supporting our village than 
Jenny, with the time and energy she had given to the Planning Committee in general but 
specifically in leading our case in the three recent appeals 
 
Permissions had been granted, after appeal, for an additional 220 houses, 160 of these 
were approved by the Secretary of State in 2013. When built, 35% of them would be 
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designated as affordable housing that no Bloxham residents require. This increase in 
housing, added to those previously built since 2001, represented a 41% increase in 
housing stock in Bloxham over this period. 

 

Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP): There would be a presentation on the 
progress of the Bloxham NDP by Mr John Groves but the importance of delivering such a 
plan, if we were to have any say in the future development of Bloxham, could not be 
overstated. 

 
Cherwell District Council (CDC) Local Plan - To date only 12% of all local planning 
authorities had a local plan compliant with the NPPF.  Without an adopted local plan and 
an accepted five year housing land supply we were exposed to all developers seeking to 
capitalise on the shortfall. CDC submitted our local plan to the inspectorate in January 
2014 and examination in public started this month but was then suspended until 
December. Without an adopted local plan the village remains vulnerable to any 
speculative planning application. 

 
Campaign for the protection of rural England (CPRE) - The recently produced 
strategic housing assessment for Oxford calls for 100,000 houses by 2031, the previous 
target was 55,000 this represented a 37% increase in housing stock 17 years. CPRE, in 
opposing this assessment, had stated that this represents for every city, town, village and 
hamlet an increase of one third of its size in twenty years. 
 
I end this housing review by stating that throughout the last year, and irrespective of 
promises given and face to face meetings held, the Parish Council had little support from 
CDC at any of the appeals and no help from Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) who saw 
no problems with schooling, traffic, flooding or the effect on the sustainability of Bloxham 
village. CDC had even decided, without consultation, to take all the developer funds from 
Miller Homes for use in Banbury. 

 
I now turn to the other subjects that had required your Council’s consideration during the 
last year, that were in addition to the run of the mill, day to day administrative 
requirements. 

 
New Home Bonus - One positive outcome of the additional housing had been the New 

Homes Bonus awarded to the village, for developments already built. This amounted to 
circa £52k and after careful consideration of the grant applications received from village 
organisations, the council had to date, approved a total of £42k. 
 
Bloxham Circular Walk - The Chairman, with considerable help from two parishioners, 

Mr Des Jones and Mr Alan Mole, had been working to create a circular walk for Bloxham. 
Progress had been made and the leaflets and maps had been finalised. We waited only 
on the legal proceedings that always take time, to secure agreement with three 
landowners for permissive paths across their land. We were now hopeful that this could 
now be achieved and we should be able to publish the results soon. 
 
Slade Nature Reserve - The transfer of the Slade Nature Reserve from OCC to the 
Parish was now in its’ fourth year and patience with OCC had worn a little thin. It was 
hoped, however, that the residual problems could at last be sorted and we can let loose 
our new reserve manager Marie Jones and our list of volunteers to begin the 
refurbishment planned to restore the reserve to its’ former glory. Our thanks go to 
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Councillor Steve Phipps for his efforts in attempting to secure The Slade, for the benefit 
of the village. 

 
The Red Lion - The Parish Council had been supporting the Red Lion Hub, in its’ 
endeavours to secure ownership of The Red Lion for the village and would continue to do 
so. It was, however, proving quite difficult to persuade the owners, Fullers Brewery, to 
accept a reasonable price as they obviously consider that offers from property 
speculators would prove more financially acceptable. We would continue to give what 
support we could and our thanks go to Councillor Mary Groves, who was the BPC 
representative on the hub committee. 

 
Recreation - You would all be aware that the NDP questionnaire asked many questions 
concerning recreation and recreational facilities in Bloxham. The Parish Council 
continues to support, with parish funds, most of the recreational outlets in the village but 
had now turned its’ attention to the Jubilee Park and hall. The Jubilee was owned by the 
village and the council had recently reconstituted the Jubilee management committee 
and had also established a separate project committee to oversee its’ future 
development, utilising development funds from recent and now approved housing 
developments in the village. 

 
Recreation Ground (The Rec) - Discussions had been held between the trustees of the 
recreation ground and the Parish Council, with a view to concluding an arrangement that 
would enable the parish to invest in new recreational equipment. 

 
The Youth Club - Several Volunteers had come forward with a view to resurrecting the 
youth club and a meeting of these volunteers and representatives of the Parish Council 
had been held. Please watch the Parish Council website for news. 

 
Village Maintenance - We continued to press OCC regarding the closure of Old Bridge 
Road and had expressed serious concerns at the lack of maintenance of pathways, 
kerbs and verges around the village. The damage to the path on Chapel Street was of 
particular concern and had been reported to OCC on several occasions, only to be 
greeted with very little concern and the same excuse “no money”. 

 
Bloxham Parish Council membership - The village would continue to be under 

pressure from land speculators and developers into the foreseeable future. The approved 
developments would need to be continually monitored, in order to ensure compliance 
with the agreed planning specifications. Traffic would get worse, school places for 
Bloxham residents would diminish and the ability of the village to absorb all the approved 
housing would be sorely tested.  

 
Bloxham needed a strong and active Parish Council and there was currently one 
vacancy, so please come and talk to us to see how you can help. Visit the “drop in & 
chat” sessions that were held on the second Saturday of every month in the Ex-
Servicemen’s hall, from 10.30am to 11.30am. Bloxham needs your contribution 

 
5/14 DISCUSSION OF CHAIRMAN'S REPORT - A resident asked who was responsible for 

the Country Park and ponds on completion of the Miller Homes site.  Councillor Jenny 
Yates advised that this would be handed over to a management company who would 
receive funds to maintain the on-site infrastructure.  The Parish Council had asked for 
confirmation of how long this management company would manage the site, but as yet, 
there had not been any reply. 
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 A resident asked why the Parish Council was spending money on Jubilee Hall when it 
could be better spent at the Rec.  Councillor Stephen Phipps advised the meeting that 
Jubilee Hall and Park was the only hall and area of land in the village, owned by the 
Parish.  However, there were ongoing discussions with the Recreation Ground Trustees 
about how their facilities could be improved and the Parish Council was keen to make 
improvements to both facilities. 

 
 A resident suggested that the Parish Council could purchase land next to the Rec, 

however it was possible that this had been earmarked for development with the SHLAA. 
 
 A resident asked why the Section 106 money for recreation and education had been 

allocated to North Oxfordshire Academy and Woodgreen Leisure Centre and not to 
facilities in Bloxham.  Councillor Jenny Yates reported that the Parish Council had not 
been well served by Cherwell District Council officers and when the legal agreement, 
linked to the Miller Homes planning application had been approved, the Parish Council 
had not been consulted.  It would be difficult and costly to try and change the Section 106 
legal agreement, however it was hoped that because Miller Homes had also queried this, 
they might revisit the agreement. 

 
 It was also highlighted that the Recreation Ground, at the request of the recreation 

Ground Trustees, had been included in the SHLAA as an area for possible development 
in the village.  However, they had recently asked for it to be removed.  Land owners in 
the village needed to be persuaded to possibly sell their land to the Parish Council rather 
than to developers.  

 
 County Councillor Kieron Mallon reported that some Section 106 monies from village 

developments had to be invested in the infrastructure of Banbury, and other large towns, 
as the users of these facilities came from all over the district, including the villages. 

 
 It was also highlighted that there was approximately £10,000 of Section 106 monies for 

the Ex-Serviceman’s Hall and Ellen Hinde Hall.  The Parish Council was also talking to 
the developers directly to see what could be achieved.  There had been frustrations with 
Cherwell DC officers with regard to Section 106 agreements and it appeared that they did 
not want to talk to the Parish Council about them and they did not listen either.  There 
was once instance where the Parish Council had been given 24 hours notice to agree 
how it wanted Section 106 funds to be allocated on the Miller Homes site and this was 
not a satisfactory approach. 

 
 Phil Cavill asked whether County Councillor Kieron Mallon could put any pressure on the 

County Council officers with regard to the repairs to Old Bridge Road.  The road was in a 
conservation area and was an eye sore in the centre of the village.  There were a number 
of unspent Section 106 monies allocated to highways and it was not logical that after so 
many developments in the village, these funds could not be accessed to make these 
repairs.   

 
 County Councillor Kieron Mallon reported that he had inherited this issue and had been 

lobbying for action.  However, Section 106 money from historic development came with a 
number of restrictions and money had to be spent on specific issues in specific areas.  
So although money was unspent, unfortunately it was not eligible to be used in Old 
Bridge Road.   
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 Councillor Stephen Phipps reported that the Parish Council was trying to be creative with 
its ideas when asking for Section 106 money to be spent however, it was not an easy 
process. 

 
 A resident reported that there was a problem with speeding vehicles on Milton Road, 

especially those leaving the village early in the morning and he asked whether a VAS 
could be installed facing that direction.  The Parish Council asked the Clerk to contact 
PCSO Angela Alford in the first instance about the problem of speeding and whether 
Thames Valley Police would monitor the area.  Action TG 

 
 County Councillor Kieron Mallon advised on the process for the installation of a VAS and 

the main criteria was whether there had been an accident record for that area.   
 
 It was suggested by a resident that traffic calming measures could be installed in the 

village, however Councillor Mallon advised that the High Street already had a crossing, 
parked cars by the shops and a speed camera, which all slowed down the traffic.   Also, 
people living near to any speed humps and chicanes, would have noise issues with cars 
constantly slowing down and then speeding up outside of their homes. 

 
6/14 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS - County Councillor Kieron 

Mallon presented his report to the meeting. 
 

Firstly may I say I have enjoyed my first year as County Councillor for the parish, I had 
attended as many Parish council meetings as work permitted.   I had always made 
myself available to constituents and had dealt with any enquiries raised by them.  

 
THE COUNTY BUDGET - Since 2010 we had saved £127 million, with plans set to save 
another £74 million over the next few years.  Despite this, further cuts to our budget 
mean we must find another £64 million, bringing the total reduction to £265 million. 
  
The Budget had been decided at the Full Council meeting on 18th February 2013.  A 
council tax increase of 1.99% was agreed and whilst any increase should be avoided this 
small increase of 46p per week for a band D property means that some valued services 
could be retained. 

 
There were some difficult decisions to take, however money had been reinvested into the 
priority areas as opposed to reducing spending.  Between 2010 and 2018, savings 
totalling £265 million would have been achieved by sharing services. 

 
Despite all the savings and reductions there were some positive announcements: 

 

• An additional investment of £800,000 to end 15 minute personal care visits by 
extending the time of visits; 

• An extra £350,000 would be available for the setting up of a Multi-Agency 
Safeguarding Hub in Oxfordshire; 

• There would be £1m extra for general highway maintenance to be spent across the 
county. 

• A total of £400,000 would be set aside as a contingency to deal with issues 
stemming from flooding and other winter weather issues – the exact nature of how 
this money would be spent would be determined once full assessments had been 
made. 

• A total of £315,000 would be invested in community budgets. 
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The budgets proposals were fully supported by the Conservative-led Alliance whilst 
opposition members voted against the proposals, including those listed above.  The three 
largest parties all proposed a 1.99% increase in council tax (with the Green Party 
planning a 4.5% increase that would have triggered a costly referendum).  The Labour 
budget would have also have led to a rise in County Council car parking charges in all its 
car parks and park and ride sites. 

 
HOME TO SCHOOL TRANSPORT - The decision regarding Home to School Transport 
had taken place at a special Cabinet meeting on 4th February.  There had been extensive 
consultation with 10 public meetings alongside 71 days of consultation of which 42 were 
school days.  The proposals were part of the original £74 million we needed to save.  The 
all party Scrutiny Committee earlier in the day endorsed the cabinet recommendations. 
 
“GRIP CUTTING” ON THE A361 - I liaised with the Area Steward and approved remedial 
works to the verges on the A361 between Bloxham/Milcombe and South Newington to be 
paid out of my Area Steward Fund. 

 
RIGHTS OF WAY CONSULTATION -The council was consulting on their draft Rights of 
Way Management Plan to make sure that it reflected public expectations and balances 
this with the limited resources available. 

 
BROADBAND - The roll-out of Better Broadband across Oxfordshire had started.  The 
full programme would be delivered by 2015; the details of when Better Broadband arrived 
locally could be found on the Council’s website at: 
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/broadband-oxfordshire  

 
VILLAGE MATTERS - Together with the Parish Council Chairman, I walked around the 
centre of Bloxham looking at various highway issues and we would be meeting with the 
OCC Area Steward to try to resolve some maintenance issues. 

 
I met with Bloxham Parish Cllr Jenny Yates and officers of the County Council on 24 April 
2014 to discuss the outstanding issues the Parish have with OCC.  It was a productive 
meeting and action points were allocated to both the Parish and County Council.  It was 
hoped that a more productive relationship would develop in the future between the 
councils and a better understanding of the responsibilities and powers the different local 
authorities had in dealing with local issues. 

 
I have had informal discussions with the shops with reference to congestion at peak 
times.  It would seem that the Co-op would be key in trying to alleviate the problem of 
deliveries and parking.  The frontages of the parade of shops were all in private 
ownership and beyond the remit of the Highway Authority. 
 
I think the first step would be for the Parish to speak to Midland County Co-operative 
Society concerning the reliability of delivery times to miss peak congestion. 

 
Old Bridge Road - I inherited this road closure, it was not an easy problem to fix and 
unfortunately this scheme was in competition with other bigger county bridge projects 
and closures. I would continue to try to progress this repair. 
 
Road Closure Unicorn Street - Having been informed of this by the owner a full week 
after the collapse of the wall I swiftly had a full and legal road closure implemented by the 
County Council and met with the owner and Chairman of the Parish Council.  The 
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repair/rebuild consent would be through the planning authority (CDC) as it would require 
conservation and listed building consent, Cllr. Heath had been involved and successful in 
chasing this up. 
 
PLANNING - I had supported the parish in its submission to the planning authority and 
the inspector. 

 
ADDITIONAL HIGHWAYS FUNDING - The Prime Minister had launched a new 
nationwide highways fund worth £168 million.  Oxfordshire County Council would be 
bidding for approximately £5.4 million; this was welcome news on top of additional £4.7 
million already allocated by the government for damage caused by the recent flooding 
the.   

 
The Conservative Independent Alliance put an extra £1 million into the budget for 
highway repairs which would help to improve the condition of the county’s roads, but 
there was still a backlog of the required capital funding for larger projects. 

 
FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT STRATEGY - Following the major flooding in 2007, the 
Pitt Review recommended that a single authority should be responsible for managing 
flood risk in local areas.  This was endorsed by subsequent legislation, the Flood and 
Water Management Act 2010, under which Oxfordshire County Council became the Lead 
Local Flood Authority for the County.   

 
PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACES - Almost 90 per cent of children (89.09%) due to start 
primary school in September had been offered a place at their first-preference school, 
despite a large increase in the number of applications received by the County Council.  
Significant efforts to increase primary school capacity in Oxfordshire had been made in 
recent years, with permanent expansions at many schools.  Since 2009 the Council had 
added around 1,000 new reception places at schools across the county. 

 
GCSE GRADES IMPROVE - The percentage of Oxfordshire state school pupils 
achieving five or more GCSE’s including English and maths at grade A* - C in 2013 had 
risen by nearly three points since last year.  60.6% of pupils in state funded schools 
locally achieved the central government set grades target last year, compared to 57.9% 
in 2012. 

 
CUTTING COSTS THROUGH SHARING PROPERTY - In order to make savings, the 
County Council was making better use of its property by moving staff and sharing space 
with Districts. 

 
HEALTH & WELLBEING CENTRES TO OPEN ON SATURDAYS - The Council’s Health 
& Wellbeing Day Centre’s would in future open on a Saturday.  Your Centre was based in 
Banbury.  Services continue to be subsidized by the Council by at least 50% and due to 
flexible working staff, the extension of opening hours to include Saturdays through 
efficiencies is provided at no extra cost. 

 
The local centre was in my Division of Bloxham and Easington at Stanbridge House, 
Ruskin Road, Banbury (the old Grammar School).  I would urge as many people as 
possible to visit and see the range of services provided including activities for older 
people, a fully functioning restaurant and hair dresser, all open to the public, access was 
via the main entrance on Ruskin Road. 
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The Chairman thanked Councillor Mallon for his report and asked if any members of the 
public had any questions. 
 
 A resident asked whether the £1m in the highways budget could be spent on Old Bridge 
Road, as the repair costs were £75,000.  Councillor Mallon advised that the £1m had 
been allocated for the repair of potholes in the whole of Oxfordshire and there had 
already been two major road improvement schemes in his division, therefore it was 
unlikely there would be another.   
 
He also highlighted that more works could be done in the village if there was an increase 
in the council tax, however that would not be welcomed by the council tax payers. 
 
A resident asked why officers painted around pot holes before they were repaired.  
Councillor Mallon advised that this was to indicate to the contractors, the potholes which 
had been reported to the County Council and had been scheduled for repairs.  
 
A resident suggested that there should be a lay-by outside of the shops for parking.  
Councillor Mallon advised that this had been explored in the past and the shop owners 
did not want to give up their frontages.  Also the County Council would probably not have 
the money to purchase the land now anyway, however, he would ask the question.  
Action KM 
 
Councillor Christine Heath presented her report to the meeting. 
 
I have just completed my first four years as your District Councillor on Cherwell District 
Councillor and I am pleased to say I had recently been re-elected as your current District 
Councillor.  The next District Council elections would be in 2016 when, owing to 
boundary changes under the Local Government Boundary Review, all District Councillors 
on Cherwell District Council would be up for re-election. 
 
I am afraid that this past year had been a most distressing year with regard to planning 
applications in Bloxham.  As you all know the appeals for the Barford Road and the 
Milton Road were called in by the Secretary of State and upheld and then of course 
added to that is the Miller Homes appeal on the Tadmarton Road, which was also upheld 
– making a total of approximately 220 further homes to be built in Bloxham.  
Unfortunately it still appeared that we were classed as a sustainable village even though 
our services were stretched to the limit at the moment.  I know your Parish Councillors 
were working hard at the moment with two of the developers to try and retrieve 
something from this mess by way of the design and construction of these properties to 
make them more appropriate for the village setting they would be in. 
 
Unfortunately the Inquiry into the Local Plan had been temporarily suspended to allow 
officers to do some additional work so that it could reflect the county wide Strategic 
Housing Market Assessment (SHMA), which had been published after the plan had been 
submitted.  Cherwell DC was confident that this could be achieved and they think it was 
right to go the extra few yards to get a good sound plan for the future. 
 
However, with this delay it would still leave everyone exposed to speculative developers, 
we could only hope that sense would prevail when it came to Bloxham.  I would of course 
continue to fight against any inappropriate development in my role on the Planning 
Committee. 
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The Jubilee Hall Committee had seen some major changes, when at the beginning of the 
year three of the members of the committee resigned, leaving very few members to 
make-up the committee.  As the Parish Council owned both the Jubilee Hall and the 
Jubilee field they agreed to step in and help the committee back onto its feet until new 
members could be found. After advertising their plight in the Broadsheet, new members 
very quickly came forward and I am very pleased to say that there was now a full 
committee, raring to go, with some new ideas for refurbishing and/or replacing the Hall to 
bring it up to the standard befitting a beautiful village the size of Bloxham.  All this would, 
of course, take time but watch this space. 
 
I would just like to finish by saying how delighted I am to be able to represent this village 
on Cherwell District Council again and to thank everyone who voted me in again. 
 
The Chairman thanked Councillor Heath for her report and asked if any members of the 
public had any questions. 
 
Prior to the meeting, a report from District Councillor Lynda Thirzie-Smart had been 
circulated to the Parish Council.  Councillor Christine Heath out the report as follows: 
 
I had continued as Chairman of the Conservative Group, a role I have held since 2008.  
This involved chairing meetings of the Group and being available to sort out issues within 
the Group.  I serve on the Personnel Committee and am now also on the Standards 
Committee. 
 
I had never had any role in planning but I wrote last year to deplore the way in which 
urban housing estates were being “bolted on” to our fine old villages.  We were seeing 
the start of 1,000 houses in Bodicote Parish on the east side of the Oxford Road.  They 
were typical little ticky-tacky boxes of an urban style and design and they were an affront 
to a fine old mediaeval village.  Bloxham had recently had two hideous examples on the 
Milton Road and now faced two more on the Barford Road and the Tadmarton Road.  
Adderbury was about to have one imposed on it behind St Mary’s Road.   
 
Our planning system seemed powerless to impose any decent style that was sympathetic 
to the locality so we end up with something that will be seen in Banbury, Brighton, 
Blackpool or Biggleswade; soulless, urban and ghastly.  I feel angry but utterly unable to 
do anything to prevent it. 
 
To add insult to injury, the Inspector who was to hold an Inquiry into Cherwell’s Local 
Plan which should have put some sort of stop to the present planning free-for-all, had 
refused to continue with it, claiming that Cherwell had to find another 6,000 houses in the 
Plan.  I think this means the free-for-all goes on with developers able to secure planning 
permission almost anywhere and how Cherwell would accommodate another 6,000 
homes without total gridlock on the roads, pressure on schools and health and 
decimation of our rural environment I do not know 
 
I am pleased we had been able to hold the Council tax to a zero increase this year, 
thanks to a grant from the coalition government. 
 
The recent elections caused a very slight change in the political composition of Cherwell 
District Council.  The Conservatives lost two wards to Labour in Banbury but gained one 
from the Liberals in Kidlington.  There were no other changes. 
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The Chairman thanked Councillor Heath and Mallon for their reports for presenting the 
report from Councillor Lynda Thirzie-Smart. 

 
7/14 BLOXHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (BNDP) UPDATE –  
 
 The Chairman introduced the BNDP Co-ordinator, John Groves, to the meeting.  The 

Chairman stated that the Parish was very lucky to have someone with so much ability, 
time and patience and drive to keep the Neighbourhood Plan going forward.  It was an 
immense task and the information gathered by him and his various committees was vast 
and we owed him a great deal.  

 
John Groves then presented to the meeting, an update on the Neighbourhood Plan and 
what the village had told the BNDP Group.  These provisional results had come via the 
questionnaire which had been circulated to all residents and businesses in the village 
and on-line for young people. 

 
 The finalised results were still being worked on at the Oxfordshire Rural Community 

Council and would be available next week.  Therefore, John gave details on the head line 
information which could be drawn out. 

 
 John reported on the changes to planning law, reasons why developments had been 

permitted, the local plan schedule, how it affected the BNDP, what the BNDP was, why 
the questionnaire had been carried out and who the questionnaire had been sent to. 

 
 John highlighted some of the results from the young peoples’ questionnaire and then 

moved on to the provisional results from main questionnaire.   
 

He reported on the number of homes people would like to be built, the types of 
development, whether historic views should be protected, preserving the rural character, 
changes in housing density, materials, styles, energy efficiency, parking, in-home office 
capability, downsizing, travel to work, shopping entertainment and school, reasons for 
using a car, location of housing and schools, number of vehicles per household, 
experience of utilities, types of new businesses, capacity of the primary school, usage of 
outdoor recreation spaces, who needed more recreation facilities, the types of recreation 
facilities, whether outdoor spaces should be protected, usage of indoor facilities and 
whether Bloxham could support another indoor venue.  The final slide summed up where 
all this information had left the BNDP group.   

 
John’s presentation would be made available on the Bloxham Broadsheet web site. 
 
The Chairman thanked John for his report and all the work he had done on the BNDP. 

 
A resident asked the Parish Council what the cost of the planning inquiries had been.  
County Councillor Kieron Mallon reported that they had cost Cherwell District Council, 
tens of thousands of pounds.  It was then asked whether it had been a waste of money 
fighting the last inquiry against Miller Homes.  Councillor Mallon reported that if the 
District Council had decided it was a hopeless case, then there would have been 
complaints that it was not doing enough to support Bloxham and it was difficult to please 
everybody. 
 
A resident reported that he had attended the Miller Homes inquiry and Cherwell DC 
officers had done a terrible job presenting and defending their case.  The Parish Council 
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had done a very good job, but CDC officers should lose their jobs on the basis of their 
capability.   
 
Councillor Mallon highlighted that developers had enormous amounts of money to spend 
fighting their case the inquiries and to appoint numerous QC’s to present their case.  
Unfortunately, the District Council did not have those sorts of resources.  However, 
Councils were now addressing the issue of officers who were not performing and they no 
longer carried excess baggage. 
 
Councillor Gloria Lester-Stevens reported that the Parish Council had to fight the Miller 
Homes development due to the flooding issues on Tadmarton Road and Brookside Way.  
Since the approval had been given, the Parish Council had been negotiating with the 
Council and developer to alleviate the flooding issues and Miller Homes and OCC would 
be funding these measures.   
 
Councillor Jenny Yates gave an example of a planning inquiry in Byfield which the 
Inspector had dismissed, despite there being no local plan in place.  The Inspector had 
felt that the development would be detrimental and permission was refused. 
 
However, not having a local plan in place was a significant disadvantage.  Also, at the 
inquiries, the comments made by the Parish Council did not carry the same weight as 
they did if they were coming from the local planning authority or the County Council.  This 
was the reason why the Parish Council had felt let down by the District and County 
Council because they did not reinforce the Parish Councils arguments. 
 
It was also highlighted that there 50% of the district councils in the country did not have a 
any local plan in place. 
 
Mo Mant reported how unpleasant it was being in a room with the developers and if the 
Parish Council did not fight these applications, then it could be perceived that Bloxham 
was an easy target for more development.  Cherwell DC’s Planning Officers were 
working with constantly changing parameters with regard to planning law and were asked 
to speed up the application process, but did not have the staff to do so.  The guidance on 
the Localism Act and the NPPF also gave conflicting advice.  Mrs Mant also reiterated 
the amount of money that developers had to fund QC’s for the appeals and Councils 
didn’t have that sort of money available. 

 
8/14 RESIDENTS QUESTIONS  
 
 The Chairman asked the meeting if residents had any questions for the Parish Council. 
 

Mr Moyses highlighted that she had some questionnaires to hand out to users of the 
footpath across the land in Queen Street/Greenhills Park.  The Clerk agreed to add a 
note to the Parish Council’s Facebook page advising residents of this.  
 
There were no further questions. 
 

 
 (The meeting closed at 9.10pm) 
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