
These minutes have been agreed by the Chairman and are now subject to approval at the Parish Council 

meeting on Monday 7 April 2014 
 

Bloxham Parish Council Minutes – 03.03.14 Page 1 
 

BLOXHAM PARISH COU�CIL 
 

DRAFT MI�UTES OF THE MEETI�G OF HELD AT ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS, 

BLOXHAM O� MO�DAY 3 MARCH 2014 AT 7.30PM 
 

PRESENT:  Chairman Councillor Geoff Mollard; Councillors Jim Golby, Mary Groves, , Gloria Lester-Stevens, 
Stephen Phipps, Sue Slater, Michelle Thompson, David Tyrrell and Jenny Yates.   

   
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Theresa Goss (Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer), John Groves, District 
Councillor Lynda Thirzie-Smart, County Councillor Kieron Mallon and four member of the public. 
    
APOLOGIES:  Councillors Patricia Hopkins and Nick Rayner submitted their apologies and these were 
accepted.  District Councillor Christine Heath and also submitted her apologies. 
 
141/13 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
 Councillor Mary Groves declared an interest in minute number 149/13 (iv) with regard to the 

application by Bloxfest for a grant from the New Homes Bonus. 
 
 Resolved that the declarations of interest be noted.   

 
142/13 MINUTES - The minutes of the meeting held on 3 February 2014 were taken as read and duly 

adopted and signed by the Chairman, with the following deletion from minute number 134/13 (iii): 
 

‘The Parish Council noted that since Geoff Coles had dug out a pond which drained into the brook, the 
water was running much more quickly but it was helping to alleviate the flooding issues on Tadmarton 
Road’ 

 
 Resolved that the minutes be approved. 

 
143/13 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF 3 FEBRUARY 2014 

 
Minute number 131/13 – Urban Reclassification – County Councillor Kieron Mallon reported that he 
was having some difficulty sorting out this issue.  Therefore, he would be trying to arrange a meeting 
with the County and District Council officers to resolve it.  Councillor Mallon also asked for a list of all 
outstanding items which required input from the County Council, so he could pursue these on behalf 
of the Parish Council.  Action TG/KM 

 
Minute number 131/13 – Verge Posts – The Parish Council asked for clarification with regard to the 
verge posts which were to be installed near to the Primary School.  The Clerk was asked to chase this 
up with the County Council.  Action TG 
 
Minute Number 133/13 – LEAPS and LAPS – The Parish Council asked if there had been any 
progress with the letter sent via Councillor Chris Heath, to Cherwell District Council (CDC).  The Clerk 
had not received a response so far, so would chase this up with Councillor Heath.  Action TG 
 
Minute Number 133/13 – Tudor Hall Flood Lighting – Councillor Kieron Mallon reported that he had 
spoken to Tudor Hall about their flood lights and the matter was still being looked into. 
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144/13 RESIDENTS’ ISSUES – Mr Frasier Reid attended the meeting and addressed the Parish Council with 
regard to the planning application for ‘Green Up’ and he lived in the neighbouring property.  He 
highlighted that this was very similar to the application at Ebs Neuk, however Cherwell District Council 
had refused that planning application, but granted outline permission for Green Up. 

 
 Councillor Jenny Yates advised Mr Reid that the Parish Council had objected to the Green Up 

planning application when the outline application had been submitted and the Parish Council had 
received the full application today. 

 
 The Parish Council’s Planning Committee would be meeting on Monday 10 March 2014 and would be 

considering this application.  Councillor Yates invited Mr Reid to attend that meeting so the application 
could be discussed in further detail with him.  Councillor Yates also felt that CDC’s Planning 
Committee should be making a site visit prior to making a decision on the application and encouraged 
the members of the Parish Council’s Planning Committee to do so too, prior to the meeting on 
Monday. 

 
 Mr Reid was thanked for attending the meeting. 

 
145/13 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS - Prior to the meeting, District 

Councillors Lynda Thirzie-Smart and County Councillor Kieron Mallon had circulated their reports and 
they had nothing further to add. 

 
Councillor Stephen Phipps reported that following a meeting with Tom Flanagan from the County 
Council, notes had been circulated which stated that the VAS by Wykham crossroads was being paid 
for from the Parish Council’s Section 106 funds, even though the crossroads were not in the Parish.  
Councillor Mallon reported that this should not be the case and asked for a copy of the notes so he 
could take this forward with Tom Flanagan.  Councillor Mallon also asked that he be invited to 
meetings with County Council officers so he was aware of the issues in the Parish. 
 
It was also highlighted that there was a meeting being held at Cherwell District Council on 31 March 
2014 with regard to the boundary review and Parish Councils had been invited to attend.   
 
Resolved that: 
 
a) the reports be noted, 
b) the Councillors be thanked for their reports; and 
c) a copy of the notes of the meeting with Tom Flanagan be emailed to Councillor Mallon.  Action 

TG 
  

146/13 PLANNING  
 

i) Planning Applications - Councillor Jenny Yates reported on the planning applications which had 
been considered by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee since the last meeting. 

 
Resolved that the planning applications be noted. 
 

ii) Results of Planning Applications - Councillor Jenny Yates reported to the Parish Council on 
results of applications which had been determined by Cherwell District Council’s Planning 
Committee.    
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Resolved that the results of the planning applications determined by Cherwell District Council, 
be noted. 

 
iii) Flooding – Councillor Gloria Lester-Steven reported that she had attended the Flood Forum on 1 

March 2014.  A number of Parish Councils in attendance at the Forum had the same issues 
which Bloxham had with land owners, not being aware of their riparian rights and not taking 
responsibility for the ditches and ensuring that they were clear from debris.   

 
Councillor Lester-Stevens reported that there was a fund of £400,000 available for flood 
defenses for those people whose properties had been flooded since December 2013.  It was 
highlighted at the Forum that this was unfair on those who had normally did get flooded, but had 
worked hard not try and stop it on this occasion.  Therefore, the policy was now being revisited.   
 
Councillor Lester-Stevens also advised that the County Council did not have up-to-date 
emergency planning information from the Parish Council.  The Clerk and Councillor Stephen 
Phipps reported that this information had been submitted following the last Parish Council 
meeting on 3 February 2014.  The Clerk agreed to re-submit the information.   
 
Councillor Lester-Stevens was thanked for her report and for attending the Forum. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
a) the report be noted; and 
b) the Parish Council’s Emergency Planning information be re-submitted to the County 

Council.  Action TG 
 

iv) Miller Strategic Land Appeal – Councillor Jenny Yates reported that the appeal was due to start 
tomorrow at 10am at Bodicote House and thanked everyone for delivering the information 
leaflets to every property in the village. 

 
The Parish Council’s submission to the appeal had been circulated prior to the meeting.  
Councillor Yates asked that if members were happy with it, that it be approved by the Parish 
Council, for it to be submitted to the Inspector. 
 
It was reported that John Braithwaite from South Newington Parish Council and Jean Tarver 
from the CPRE would be attending the appeal to support the Parish Council.   
 
Councillor Yates was thanked by the Parish Council for the enormous amount of hard work 
which she had put in with regard to the appeal. . 
 
Resolved that: 
 
a) the report be noted; and 
b) the Parish Council submission to the Inspector be approved. 

 
v) Street Naming – The Chairman reported that Cherwell District Council had written to the Parish 

Council following a request from the family of Doctor August, that her name be used as a street 
name on the new developments. 
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Members felt that this request could not be supported as there were a number of individuals in 
the village who had contributed to the community and there could be issues if the Parish Council 
supported one particular person and then others were missed. 
 
Members felt it far more appropriate to request that the names of those listed on the war 
memorial be used for the street names. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
a) the report be noted; and 
b) Cherwell District Council be advised that the Parish Council would like those named on 

the war memorial to be used for the street names on the new developments.  Action TG 
 
vi) Consultation on Draft Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan: Core Strategy – The 

Chairman reported that the Parish Council had been asked to comment on the Draft Oxfordshire 
Minerals and Waste Local Plan. 
 
It was highlighted that there was useful information on the Plan on the CPRE web site. 

 
Resolved that the Planning Committee to comment on the consultation document.  Action JY 

 
vii) Cherwell District Council Local Plan – It was reported that the CDC Local Plan had now been 

submitted to the Secretary of State and an Inspector had been appointed to conduct an 
examination of the soundness of the Plan.  The hearing was due to start on 3 June 2014 and the 
pre-hearing would be held on 25 March 2014. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

147/13 BLOXHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (BNDP)  
 

John Groves reported that the current focus was now on the questionnaire and it had been agreed 
that there would be one questionnaire per household.  It had been checked by Oxfordshire Rural 
Community Council (ORCC) and the printed copies were due to be back by 14 March 2014.  Enclosed 
with the questionnaire, would be a return envelope for the replies.   
 
The questionnaire and the importance of returning it would be highlighted in the Broadsheet, on the 
Broadsheet web site and on the Parish Council’s Facebook page.  Simon Baxter had kindly agreed to 
produce some signs and banners too. 
 
There was an on-line questionnaire for businesses to complete and there had been a few responses 
but more were needed.   
 
The young persons’ questionnaire had also been distributed but there had not been many responses 
from them either.  The Clerk suggested that a note could be added to the Parish Council’s Facebook 
page to encourage responses.  John agreed to send to the Clerk, some appropriate wording.   
 
John also reported that ORCC was holding a sustainability training session on 24 March 2014, for 
£50.  He would be attending and asked if any members of the Parish Council would also like to attend.   
 
The Chairman thanked John for all his hard work on the BNDP and members were very grateful for 
everything that he had a done.  
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Resolved that the report be noted.  

 
148/13 PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
 

i) Committees 
 
1) Environment Committee – Prior to the meeting, the minutes of the Committee meeting 

held on 13 February 2014 had been circulated to the Parish Council.  Councillor David 
Tyrrell reported the three planters had been repaired by Mr Peter Smith and Mr Clacy had 
repaired the bench on the corner of Barford Road and Milton Road.   

 
It was highlighted that the risk assessment for the volunteers using the manual grit 
spreader still had to be finalised and Councillor Kieron Mallon suggested that Banbury 
Town Council be contacted for some advice. 
 
It was also highlighted that the grit bin by the war memorial had been moved to outside of 
the Joiners Arms.  The Clerk confirmed she had contacted the County Council about this 
but had not received a response.   
 
Resolved that: 
 
a) the minutes and report be noted; 
b) Banbury Town Council be contacted with regard to a risk assessment for the 

volunteers.  Action TG 
c) Paul Wilson at Oxfordshire County Council be contacted with regard to the grit bin 

being moved from the war memorial to the Joiners Arms.  Action TG 
 
2) Resources Committee – Prior to the meeting, the minutes of the Committee meeting held 

on 25 February 2014 had been circulated to the Parish Council.  The Parish Council 
discussed the New Homes Bonus grants and Councillor Mary Groves reminded members 
of the hard work which goes into the Bloxfest fundraising and she advised on a number of 
events being held throughout the year.  However, members felt that Bloxfest could have a 
submitted a fuller bid, with more information on the income and expenditure. 
 
Resolved that the minutes and report be noted. 

 
3) Planning Committee – Prior to the meeting, the minutes of the Committee meeting held on 

17 February 2014 had been circulated to the Parish Council.   
 
The Chairman highlighted the Committees’ request to approach Bovis and ask them to 
engage with the Parish Council with regard to the early stages of the design of the 
properties on the Barford Road development. 
 
The Clerk also reported that there was a new Bovis Homes development in Middleton 
Cheney and suggested that Councillor Yates had a discussion with their Chairman, Val 
Furness. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
a)   the minutes and report be noted;  
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b)   the Planning Committee be authorised to contact Bovis Homes with regard to 
engagement with the Parish Council on the early stages of design; and  Action JY 

c) the Clerk to forward to Councillor Jenny Yates the contact details for the Chairman 
of Middleton Cheney Parish Council.  Action TG 

 
ii) Drop-in and Chat Session – It was reported that no one had attended the last session. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
iii) World War 1 Commemorations – The Chairman asked the Parish Council how it wished to 

commemorate the start of World War I.  It was reported that there were various events being 
held throughout the year, including a display in Bloxham Museum.   
 
Resolved that: 
 
a) the report be noted; 
b) the village History Society and Royal British Legion be contacted to establish whether the 

Parish Council could support any of their commemorations.  Action TG 
 

iv) Jubilee Park Management Committee – Prior to the meeting the minutes of the meeting held on 
26 February 2014, with the Parish Council and the Jubilee Park management Committee had 
been circulated to the Parish Council. 
 
The Chairman highlighted that it had been agreed to establish an interim Committee for a period 
of six months, whilst new members were recruited to the Committee.  Chris Heath had agreed to 
be the Chairman and Alan Miller agreed to be the Vice-Chairman. 
 
There had been a number of queries with regard to the charitable status and the trustees and it 
was felt at the Committee meeting, that legal advice should be sought. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
a) the report be noted; 
b) the recommendations of the Committee be supported; and 
c) contact be made with Nigel Yeadon at Aplins for advice on the charitable status of the 

Committee and the status of the trustees  Action TG 
 

v) Openness of Local Government Bodies Draft Regulations 2014 – The Parish Council 
considered the consultation document with regard to the Openness of Local Government Bodies 
Draft Regulations 2014. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted and no comments be submitted.  
 

149/13 FINANCE 
 

i) Accounts for Payment – The Clerk submitted to the Parish Council, the accounts to be paid. 
 

Resolved that the following accounts be approved for payment:  
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Payment Amount Cheque no. 

Theresa Goss – Salary March 2014 £575.00 625 

Theresa Goss – Expenses for March 2014  £23.60 626 

Katherine Mills – Salary for February 2014 £115.21 627 

Stephen Phipps – Travel and Subsistence Claim £51.72 628 

ORCC – Annual Membership £65.00 629 

Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund £174.73 631 

Viking Direct – Stationery Order £56.34 632 

OALC – Annual Subscription £644.22 633 

Gloria Lester-Stevens – Train fare £6.00 634 

Jenny Yates – Printing £260.31 635 

 

ii) Bank Reconciliation and Financial Report - Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated the bank 
reconciliation as at 3 March 2014 for the Bank of Ireland bank accounts and the financial report as 
at 3 March 2014. 

 
  Resolved that the bank reconciliation and financial report be noted. 

 
iii) Parish Remuneration Panel on the Review of Members’ Allowances 2014/2015 – Prior to the 

meeting the report of Parish Independent Remuneration Panel had been circulated to the Parish 
Council. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
a) the report be noted; 
b) no Chairman’s or basic allowances will be paid during 2014/2015; and 
c) travel, subsistence, childcare and dependent carers’ allowances be paid, in accordance with the 

scheme.  
 

iv) New Homes Bonus – Prior to the meeting, the recommendations from the Resources 
Committee had been circulated to Parish Council with regard to the grant applications for the 
New Homes Bonus. 

 
 Resolved that: 
 
a) the following grants be approved: 
 

Organisation Amount 

Bloxham Ex-Serviceman’s Hall £600 

Bloxham Museum £600 

1st Bloxham Boys Brigade £2,200 

St Mary’s Thursday Club £500 

Bloxham Pre-School £13,350 

1st Bloxham Scout Group £3,500 

St Mary’s Parish Rooms £750 

Bloxham Flower Club £500 

Bloxham Village History Club £240 
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b) the following applications not be approved: 
 

Organisation Reason 

St Mary’s Church Funds from Section 106 agreements
from developers could possibly be 
obtained for this project 
 

Bloxfest The bid could have contained more  
information with regard to income  
and expenditure and this was not a  
facility which was used continuously 
throughout the year by the  
community. 
 

Ellen Hinde Hall Funds from Section 106 agreements
from developers could possibly be 
obtained for this project. 
 

Warriner School The Parish Council did not 
consider the school to be a village 
facility and commented that no 
clear definition had been given in 
the application about access to the 
facility for residents. It was 
suggested the school could ask 
the County Council to request 
funding for the project through the 

Section 106 developer funding. 
 

150/13 VILLAGE MATTERS 
 

i) Village Groups – There were no reports from village groups. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
ii) The Slade – Councillor Stephen Phipps reported that there had been very little progress with 

The Slade and the transfer was still on-going. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted.  
 

iii) Red Lion – Councillor Mary Groves reported that there had been a public meeting on 2 March 
2014 and so far £200,000 had been pledged.  A business plan and share prospectus had also 
been drafted and would shortly be available on the Red Lion web site. 
 
The Chairman highlighted that he had been asked by residents on a number of occasions what 
the involvement of the Parish Council was in the project.  He reminded members that the Parish 
Council had made no financial commitment and that the Parish Council registering to be a 
potential bidder had bought time, and nothing else. 
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The moratorium was now in place until 4 July 2014 which meant that up to that date, no one 
could buy the Red Lion, only the Parish Council and a community group. 
 
Councillor Groves reported that a decision with regard to whether the Red Lion would be 
purchased by the community group, would be made on 12 April 2014. 
 
Councillor Groves was thanked for her report. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

151/13 CORRESPONDENCE - A copy of the Allotment Gardener was circulated to the Parish Council.   
 

Resolved that the report be noted. 
 
152/13 PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 

Resolved that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and 
press be excluded from the meeting for the minute numbered 153/13 & 154/13 on the grounds that it 
could involve the likely disclosure of private and confidential information which was not in the public 
domain. 

 
153/13 COMPLAINT – Councillor Jenny Yates reported to the Parish Council on the recommendation from 

the Planning Committee that a complaint be submitted to the County Council and Cherwell District 
Council about their handling of the recent planning applications for Barford Road, Milton Road and 
Tadmarton Road. 

 
Resolved that: 
 
a) the report be noted;  
b) the procedure for submitting a complaint to the County Council be investigated: and Action TG 
c) contact be made with the other Parish Councils in North Oxfordshire to establish their thoughts 

on possibly submitting a joint complaint.  Action TG 
 
154/13 EMPLOYMENT ISSUES – The Clerk advised the Parish Council that Tracy Eadie could no longer run 

the payroll for the Parish Council, due to her other commitments.  Therefore, she had been in touch 
with Tax Assist and they would be willing to take over the payroll at a cost of £250 plus VAT per 
annum. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted and Tax Assist be requested to run the monthly Parish Council 
payroll.  Action TG 

 
(The public and press were invited back into the meeting at the conclusion of this item) 

 
155/13 MEETING DATES 
 

Resolved that it be noted that, future meeting dates for Bloxham Parish Council were as stated 
below.  They would all commence at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, Bloxham, and reference 
should be made to the agenda prior to the meeting: 

  
o 7 April 2014 
o 12 May 2014 
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o 2 June 2014 
o 12 June 2014 (Annual Parish Meeting at Warriner School) 
o 7 July 2014  
o 4 August 2014  
o 1 September 2014  
o 6 October 2014  
o 3 November 2014  
o 1 December 2014  

 
Elections in Bloxham would be held on 22 May 2014. 
 

157/13 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 
 
 

 (The meeting closed at 9.35pm) 

1.  Complaint 
________________________________ 

 Geoff Mollard, Chairman  
3 March 2014 


