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BLOXHAM PARISH COU�CIL 
 

DRAFT MI�UTES OF THE MEETI�G OF HELD AT ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS, 

BLOXHAM O� MO�DAY 12 MAY 2014 AT 7.30PM 
 

PRESENT:  Chairman Councillor Geoff Mollard; Councillors Jim Golby, Mary Groves, Patricia Hopkins, Gloria 
Lester-Stevens, Stephen Phipps, Nick Rayner, Sue Slater, David Tyrrell and Jenny Yates.   

   
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Theresa Goss (Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer), John Groves, District 
Councillor Christine Heath and two member of the public. 
    
APOLOGIES:  District Councillor Lynda Thirzie-Smart and County Councillor Kieron Mallon also submitted 
their apologies. 
 
171/13 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 

Minute Number 176/13 (i) Planning Applications – Councilor Gloria Lester-Stevens declared an 
interest because she and her husband owned a property in close proximity to 4 Brookside Way, 
Bloxham, which was the subject of a planning application.  

 
 Resolved that the declaration of interest be noted.   

 
172/13 MINUTES - The minutes of the meeting held on 7 April 2014 were taken as read and duly adopted 

and signed by the Chairman, with the following amendment: 
 

Minute Number 168/13 – The Red Lion –The minute be amended to remove all financial information 
relating to the Red Lion and be amended to read: 
 
Red Lion – Councillor Mary Groves reported that an offer had been made to Fullers for the Red Lion 
and the Committee was waiting for a reply to their offer.  Fundraising was on-going and there were a 
number of definite pledges, as well as some uncollected pledges and unpledged offers. 

 
  Resolved that the minutes be approved. 
 
173/13 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 7 APRIL 2014 
 
 Minute Number 160/13 - Verge Posts – Councillor Jenny Yates reported that a site meeting was being 

held on 14 May 2014 with the County Council to discuss the positioning of the verge posts by the 
School. 

 
 Minute Number 160/13 – Risk Assessment – Councillor Stephen Phipps reported that the risk 

assessment for the winter volunteers would be carried out in September/October 2014. 
 
 Minute Number 160/13 – Grit Bin – The Clerk reported that the County Council had corresponded with 

Parish Council on this matter some time ago, when it had first been agreed to move the grit bin.  The 
siting of the bin would now be part of the County Council’s review of grit bins in the summer.   

 
174/13 RESIDENTS’ ISSUES – Councillor Stephen Phipps introduced Marie Jones to the Parish Council.  

Marie had written a Management Plan for The Slade and this had been circulated to members, prior to 
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the meeting.  It was hoped that once the transfer from the County Council had taken place, that Marie 
would manage the facility on behalf of the Parish Council. 

 
  Councillor Phipps reported that he had recently attended a site visit with the Chairman and Marie and 

it was noted that the culvert had got worse as there were a number of fallen trees in it and the 
boundary fence needed to be fixed.  The pre-questionnaire should also be completed by the County 
Council prior to the transfer. 

 
  The Parish Council felt that because this had been on-going for such a long time, that a meeting with 

all the necessary parties should be held as soon as possible, with Nick Pugh from Aplins in 
attendance too, so that he could advise the Parish Council accordingly.   

 
  Marie Jones reported to the Parish Council, back ground information about herself and how she 

became involved, from an early age, in nature conservation.  She was involved with Reg Tipping and 
his team and was keen to look after The Slade and make it an enjoyable place for the residents and 
particularly children, to visit. Marie advised that the Management Plan which she had produced, was a 
five year Plan, which would be reviewed annually.  The Chairman thanked Marie for all her work at 
The Slade and for producing the Management Plan. 

 
  Members felt that a quarterly report from Marie, either in person or via Councillor Phipps, to the Parish 

Council would be helpful. 
 
  Councillor Stephen Phipps highlighted the issue with the boundary and that it would border with the 

new country park, which was part of the Miller Homes development.  At the moment, the field where 
the country park was to be situated, was a ploughed field, however, once the park had been 
completed, if it was then a meadow, it could cause more flooding issues because the water would not 
be absorbed into the ground as quickly.   

 
  There may also be issues with people walking from the country park into The Slade if the boundary 

was not repaired.   
 
  Councillor Gloria Lester-Steven suggested that the boundary between the country park and The Slade 

could be in the form of allotments or a community orchard to form a natural barrier.  Marie had 
considered planting a hedge.  The Parish Council felt that all the ideas should be discussed again at a 
later date, when more information was known and the full planning application from Miller Homes had 
been submitted. 

 
  Councillor Jenny Yates reported that the country park would be the responsibility of a management 

company and this would be set up once the full planning application had been submitted.   
 

175/13 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS - Prior to the meeting, District 
Councillors Lynda Thirzie-Smart and Christine Heath and County Councillor Kieron Mallon had 
circulated their reports. 

 
 The Parish Council raised a concern that in her report, Councillor Thirzie-Smart had referred to 

Cherwell District Council dismissing the request from the Parish Council, for their policy on LEAPS 
and LAPS to be changed. The Parish Council had emailed Councillor Barry Wood on 6 May 2014 
about this matter, but had not yet received a response.  The Clerk was asked to contact Councillor 
Thirzie-Smart for clarification on this matter. 

  
Resolved that the reports be noted.  
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176/13 PLANNING  
 

i) Planning Applications - Councillor Jenny Yates reported on the planning applications which had 
been considered by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee since the last meeting. 

 
Resolved that the planning applications be noted. 
 

ii) Results of Planning Applications - Councillor Jenny Yates reported to the Parish Council on 
results of applications which had been determined by Cherwell District Council’s Planning 
Committee.    
 
Resolved that the results of the planning applications determined by Cherwell District Council, 
be noted. 

 
iii) Update on Bovis Homes – Prior to the meeting, notes of the meeting with Bovis Homes, held on 

24 April 2014 had been circulated. The meeting had been attended by Councillors Mary Groves, 
Susan Slater, Gloria Lester-Stevens, Patricia Hopkins, Stephen Phipps and Jenny Yates.  
District Councillor Christine Heath had also attended.  The meeting had been very useful and 
there were a number of items which the Parish Council would continue to monitor. 
 
It was also reported that Bovis had erected a large sign on Barford Road which did not currently 
have planning permission, therefore the Parish Council had asked for it to be taken down. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
iv) Local Heritage Assets - Councillor Jenny Yates and Stephen Phipps had attended a workshop 

at Cherwell District Council with regard to registering local heritage assets.  Heritage assets 
which could be registered ranged from ridge and furrow fields to buildings in the Parish.  The 
Parish Council felt that a local person with knowledge of the village should be asked to take up 
the project.  It was suggested that Peter Barwell, from Bloxham Museum, or the History Society 
would be appropriate. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted and Peter Barwell be asked to investigate the heritage assets 
on behalf of the Parish Council.  Action TG 

 
v) Local Areas for Play (LAP) and Local Equipped Areas for Play (LEAP) – As referred to earlier in 

the meeting, an email had been sent to Councillor Barry Wood, Leader of Cherwell District 
Council, and the Parish Council was still awaiting a response. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

vi) Planning Application 14/00184/F Green Up – It was reported that it had finally been agreed that 
this planning application would be "called in " at the Cherwell District Council Planning 
Committee in June 2014. 

 
District Councillor Christine Heath would be having a meeting with Bob Duxbury and Councillor 
Rose Stratford prior to the Planning Committee on the 15 May 2014 and she would reinforce the 
point that the application should be determined by the Committee and not at officer level.   
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Councillor Jenny Yates reported that the Parish Council’s Planning Committee would be 
discussing this application at their meeting on 20 May 2014 and that the applicant and the 
neighbours would be welcome to attend.   

 
  Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

vii) Painters Farm Field – Prior to the meeting, notes of a request from the owner of Painters Farm 
Field had been circulated to the Parish Council.  The owner had met with the Parish Council’s 
Planning Committee to discuss the location of the proposed agricultural dwelling that already 
had planning permission on this site.  Part of the proposal included the possibility of a car park 
for the Primary School.   

 
The Parish Council supported the change of location and materials and the proposed car park, 
but the members could not support the removal of the agricultural tie on the land.  

 
Resolved that the report be noted and Mr Facon be advised of the Parish Council’s decision on 
this matter.  Action JY 
 

177/13 BLOXHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (BNDP)  
 

John Groves reported that the grant funding had now been received and this would be used to pay for 
a consultant.  There had also been a number of working group meetings with regard to housing and 
infrastructure.   
 
The results of the questionnaire should be available prior to the Annual Parish Meeting on 12 June 
2014 and the return rate to date had been approximately 30%.   
 
John was thanked for attending the meeting and for all his work on the Plan.  He was also thanked for 
organising and manning a stall at Bloxfest, providing information and answering questions from 
residents.  

 
Resolved that the report be noted.  

 
178/13 PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
 

i) Committees 
 
1) Environment Committee – A meeting of the Committee had been held on 8 May 2014, but 

the minutes had not yet been finalised.  At the Committee meeting it had been reported 
that the Assets Register needed to be updated to include an area of land at the back on 
Winters Way.   
 
The Clerk was also asked to contact the County Council to request a copy of the plan 
showing the areas of grass which the Parish Council cuts on behalf of the County Council. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
i) the report be noted; 
ii) the Assets Register be amended to include land at the rear of Winters Way and the 

vegetation be cut back; and  Action TG 
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iii) the County Council be asked for a plan of the grass cutting areas in the village.  
Action TG 

 
2) Resources Committee – There had not been a meeting on the Committee since the last 

meeting of the Parish Council. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
3) Planning Committee – Prior to the meeting, the minutes of the meeting held on 14 April 

2014 had been circulated to the Parish Council. 
 
Councillor Gloria Lester-Stevens reported that the ditch opposite the School needed 
clearing again and grills needed to be repaired.  The Clerk was asked to report these to 
the County Council. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted and the Clerk to report the issue of the ditch and the 
grills to the County Council.  Action TG 

 
ii) Drop-in and Chat Session – Councillor Jenny Yates reported that she had attended the last 

drop-in and chat session at Bloxfest  and a number of issues had been reported: 
 
a) a residential premises on the High Street, Bloxham, had been subjected to some anti-

social behavior from passers-by.  Sir Tony Baldry MP had agreed to take up this matter 
with Thames Valley Police on behalf of the resident. 

b) Ad Hoc car sales were taking place on High Street.  Sir Tony Baldy MP agreed to take up 
this matter too. 

c) there were issues with missed bins, but this was a matter for the District Council.  
Councillor Heath advised that if she was contacted in these circumstance  then a quick 
response could be arranged. 

d) the beech tree outside of the Chip Shop/hairdressers had a number of notices attached to 
it, which was damaging the tree. 

e) a dropped kerb at the war memorial was requested. 
f) the VAS on the Barford Road was in the wrong position, but this had already been 

reported to the County Council who had given some alternative options.  The Parish 
Council discussed the possibility of a solar powered VAS should be installed on Barford 
Road using Section 106 monies and the current one be kept by the County Council, on 
behalf of the Parish Council, until another suitable site was found. 

g) the pavement in Chapel Street had been damaged by Thames Water contractors and had 
been closed for about six weeks after a huge tanker went across the pavement, broke it all 
up, including a manhole cover.  Highways had been out and put a “closed pavement” sign 
up but when a resident followed it up with a call to Highways because he felt it was very 
dangerous, he was told there was no money to do the job.  There was a metal plate 
across the manhole, but not fixed in any way so children or any other pedestrian could 
easily lift this, possibly resulting in someone actually falling into the manhole. 

 
Resolved that: 
 
1) the report be noted; 
2) the Clerk to contact the County Council to ask for further information with regard to a 

dropped kerb at the war memorial;  Action TG 
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3) a solar powered VAS should be installed on Barford Road using Section 106 monies and 
the current one be kept by the County Council, on behalf of the Parish Council, until a new 
suitable site was found. and  Action JY 

4) a meeting be arranged with Thames Water to discuss the issue in Chapel Street.  Action 
TG 

 
iii) Jubilee Park Management Committee – District Councillor Christine Heath reported that there 

were now 13 members on the Committee and there would be 14 once the Parish Council had 
appointed its representative for 2014/2015. 
 
Councillor Susan Slater reported that she had been in touch with the Charity Commission and 
had been advised that trustees were not needed for the land because it was invested with the 
Official Custodian.  However she was not yet clear if trustees had to be appointed for the 
purposes of the Hall. 
 
The Chairman thanked Councillor Slater for her work and the Parish Council was happy for her 
to continue to look into the issue of whether or not trustees were needed for the building. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
iv) Parish Liaison Meeting 18 June 2014 – The Clerk confirmed that a number of agenda items had 

been forwarded to Cherwell District Council and Councillors Jenny Yates and Stephen Phipps 
would be attending the meeting. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

v) Gas Pipe from Jubilee Park – The Clerk reported on a request from the resident of 1 Barley 
Croft to install a new gas connection to replace their oil heating.  The map circulated prior to the 
meeting, showed the proposed routing and connection of this pipe which covered the Jubilee car 
park and access road to Dewey Sports Centre. 

 
 The Parish Council discussed this request but had concerns that the car park could be damaged 

as a result of this work, therefore the request could not be approved. 
 
 The members suggested that a better route would be from the other side of the speed hump or 

from other properties close-by. 
 

 Resolved that: 
 
1) the report be noted; and 
2) the resident be advised of the Parish Council’s decision not to allow the gas connection 

from Jubilee car park and other possible options be discussed with the resident.  Action 
TG 

 
179/13 FINANCE 
 

i) Accounts for Payment – The Clerk submitted to the Parish Council, the accounts to be paid. 
 

Resolved that the following accounts be approved for payment:  
 



These minutes have been agreed by the Chairman and are now subject to approval at the Parish Council 

meeting on Monday 2 June 2014 
 

Bloxham Parish Council Minutes – 12.05.14 Page 7 
 

 
Payment Amount Cheque no. 

Theresa Goss – Salary & Expenses May 2014 £776.24 665 

Katherine Mills – Salary for April 2014 £69.85 666 

Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund £169.47 667 

CPRE – Annual Membership £36.00 668 

Bloxham Mill Ltd – Room Hire £103.25 669 

Solagen Ltd – Repairs to VAS £149.40 670 

Adderbury Parish Council – Use of laptop and printer £30.00 671 

Oxfordshire County Council – Grit for grit bins £300.00 672 

N Prickett – Grass Cutting £1218.00 673 

NALC - LCR Magazine Annual Subscription £17.00 674 

Broker Network Ltd – Parish Council Insurance £499.44 675 

HMRC April Payment £190.53 676 

HMRC May Payment £302.74 677 

Bloxham Gardening Club £149.68 678 

 
ii) Bank Reconciliation - Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation as at 12 

May 2014 for the Bank of Ireland bank accounts. 
 
  Resolved that the bank reconciliation be noted. 
 
iii) Accounts 2013/2014 

 
a) Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2014 
 

The Parish Council considered the Statement of Accounts (Section 1) and the Statement 
of Assurance (Section 2).   
 
Resolved that these be approved and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.  Action 
TG 

 
b) End of Year Accounts as at 31 March 2014 
 

The Parish Council considered the Receipts & Payments Account and the Summary of 
Receipts and Payments and Analysis of Funds as at 31 March 2014.   

 
 Resolved that these be approved and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.  Action 
TG 

 
iv) Boys Brigade Grant – The Clerk reported that the Boys Brigade had requested a grant for £300 for 

litter picking equipment.  However, when the litter pick was undertaken, the equipment had been 
supplied by Cherwell District Council free of charge therefore, the Boys Brigade had asked the 
Parish Council whether it could use the grant for another purpose. 
 
The Parish Council felt that because the application had been for the purchase of litter picking 
equipment and had been approved for this purpose only, then the grant should now be returned. 
 
Resolved that: 
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1) the report be noted; and 
2) the Boys Brigade be asked to return the grant for £300.  Action TG 

 
180/13 VILLAGE MATTERS 
 

i) Village Groups – There were no reports from village groups. 
 
Councillor Mary Groves reported that the feedback from Bloxfest had been overwhelmingly 
positive.  The children's events went very well, with the pirates being particularly successful.  
 
Sunnyside, where the youngsters played, was very well received and there was a great 
atmosphere in the Joiners Arms in the evening with people of all ages dancing together.  The 
Red Lion was very good too.   
 
The clearing up was completed on Sunday morning.  A resident also came out of her house to 
thank the Committee unreservedly for clearing up so quickly.  The main raffle prize, which was 
flights to Europe, had been won by a Bloxham resident, which was good. 
 
Seven stalls had cancelled which was a shame, but the pottery in particular had some fabulous 
things going on. 
 
The Chairman thanked Councillor Groves for her report and also thanked the organisers of the 
event for all their work.   
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
ii) The Slade – This item had been covered earlier in the meeting. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted.  
 

iii) Red Lion – Councillor Mary Groves reported that an offer had been made to Fullers and the 
Committee was still waiting for a reply.  Fundraising was still on-going and pledges were still 
needed to help towards the refurbishment of the Red Lion, should the offer be accepted. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
iv) Electoral Review of Cherwell – District Councillor Chris Heath reported that she had some 

figures for the Bloxham division and would be able to give a full update to the Parish Council’s 
Planning Committee on 20 May 2014. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
v) Weight Limits – The Chairman reported that the Parish Council had obtained information from 

the County Council with regard to possible weight limits being introduced on Chapel Lane, 
Strawberry Terrace and Brickle Lane. 
 
However, it was reported that the weight limits would not apply to businesses who operated 
within the weight limit zone, therefore there would be little point in progressing with it. 
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The Chairman reported that he had spoken to Bloxham School and they would be repairing the 
damage to the verges in Strawberry Terrace and Brickle Lane, as well as the damage caused to 
Jubilee car park. 

 
 Resolved that the report be noted and the weight limits not be progressed. 

 
vi) Youth Club – The Clerk reported that there were about four or five people who were interested 

in helping to re-establish the Youth Club and she was in the process of trying to arrange a 
meeting with them all. 
 
 Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
vii) Recreation Ground – The Chairman reported that contact had been made with Sarah Tillett, the 

Chairman of the Trustees, earlier this year and she had reported that the Recreation Ground 
would be removed from the SHLAA and that new trustees were to be appointed.  Since that 
time, there had been no update on either of these issues. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
1) the report be noted; and 
2) the Chairman to meet with Sarah Tillett and Robert Aplin to discuss these matters.  Action 

TG 
 

viii) Outstanding Issues – Prior to the meeting, a list of outstanding items, relating to the County 
Council had been circulated to the Parish Council.  Councillor Jenny Yates had attended a 
meeting with County Councillor Kieron Mallon and County Officers and the items were now 
being progressed.  Councillor Yates and the Clerk would keep a watching brief on the items. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

181/13 CORRESPONDENCE – The LCR magazine, CPRE Oxfordshire Voice and CPRE Countryside Voice 
were circulated.   

 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
182/13 MEETING DATES 
 

Resolved that it be noted that, future meeting dates for Bloxham Parish Council were as stated 
below.  They would all commence at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, Bloxham, and reference 
should be made to the agenda prior to the meeting: 

  
o 2 June 2014 
o 12 June 2014 (Annual Parish Meeting at Warriner School) 
o 7 July 2014  
o 4 August 2014  
o 1 September 2014  
o 6 October 2014  
o 3 November 2014  
o 1 December 2014  

 
Elections in Bloxham would be held on 22 May 2014. 
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183/13 VOTE OF THANKS –The Parish Council highlighted that for Councillors David Tyrrell and Geoff 

Mollard it was their last meeting as they had chosen not to stand for election.  Members expressed 
their thanks to David and Geoff for all their hard work on the Parish Council, and to Geoff for being an 
excellent Chairman for the last 12 months.  They will both be missed by the Parish Council and the 
Clerk. 

 
 (The meeting closed at 9.20pm) 

 
 
 

________________________________ 
 Geoff Mollard, Chairman  

2 June 2014 


