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BLOXHAM PARISH COU�CIL 
 

DRAFT MI�UTES OF THE MEETI�G OF HELD AT ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS, 

BLOXHAM O� MO�DAY 11 AUGUST 2014 AT 7.30PM 
 

PRESENT:  Councillor Geoff Mollard (Chairman); Councillors Jim Golby, Mary Groves, Patricia Hopkins, 
Gloria Lester-Stevens, Stephen Phipps, Nick Rayner, Andrew Taplin and Jenny Yates.   

   
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Theresa Goss (Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer), District Councillor Lynda 
Thirzie-Smart and County Councillor Kieron Mallon.  There were no members of the public. 
    
APOLOGIES:  Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillors Caroline Jones and Susan Slater 
and these were accepted.  District Councillor Christine Heath also submitted her apologies. 
 
33/14 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest. 
 
 Resolved that the interests be noted.   

 
34/14 MINUTES - The minutes of the meeting held on 7 July 2014 were taken as read and duly adopted and 

signed by the Chairman, with the following amendments: 
 
 Minute Number 21/14 Local Heritage Assets (LHA) – The following sentences be extended to read: 
 
 The Parish Council would have welcomed a right of reply to the issues raised in the article and/or to 

have had the opportunity to discuss them with Yvonne prior to publication. 
 

Councillor Yates reported that she had discussed the matter with the editorial staff at the Bloxham 
Broadsheet and would also meet with Yvonne Huntress to discuss the LHA process currently being 
followed by the Parish Council as clearly a mis-understanding had taken place. 
 
Minute Number 23/14 – Gas Pipe at Jubilee Park – The following sentence was deleted: 
 
The Parish Council was happy to amend the record accordingly in these minutes.  

 
  Resolved that the minutes be approved. 
 
35/14 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 7 JULY 2014  
 
 Minute Number 21/14 Local Heritage Assets (LHA) – Councillor Jenny Yates reported that she had 

met with Yvonne Huntress and David Gibbard and they had both offered their wealth of knowledge to 
assist with this project where they could.  Therefore, the Parish Council needed volunteers to progress 
with the identification of Local Heritage Assets in the village.  The Clerk agreed to include a note on 
the Parish Council and village web sites and on the Facebook page.  Action TG 

 
 Minute Number 23/14 – Gas Pipe at Jubilee Park – The Parish Council asked if confirmation had been 

received with regard to the capacity of the gas pipe.  The Clerk confirmed that confirmation had been 
received and there was no issue with the capacity. 
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 Minute Number 25/13 – Items for the County Council – The Clerk advised that all of these items had 
been reported to the County Council and the requests were being processed. 

 
 Minute Number 28/14 Planning Committee – Flooding – Councillor Jenny Yates asked if there had 

been any progress with the query raised with Gordon Hunt with regard to the grants for the victims of 
flooding.  The Clerk advised that she had received a response from the County Council which had 
been circulated to the Parish Council.  The Clerk agreed to forward this email again.  Action TG 

 
 Minute Number 30/14 Red Lion - Councillor Mary Groves reported that following the submission of the 

application to Cherwell District Council to register the gardens as a Local Heritage Asset, there was 
no further progress to report. 

 
36/14 RESIDENTS’ ISSUES – The Clerk reported that a resident had contacted her asking whether the bus 

shelter on Banbury Road, close to the junction with Strawberry Terrace, could be painted.  
 
 Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
37/14 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS - Prior to the meeting, District 

Councillors Christine Heath and Lynda Thirzie-Smart had circulated their reports to the Parish 
Council. 

 
 County Councillor Kieron Mallon reported that he had been supporting a couple of constituents with 

regard to some legal matters affecting them and the County Council. 
 
 He had recently met with the Chairman, Geoff Mollard, and they had discussed the outstanding issues 

within the village.   
 
 Following a site visit with two County Highways officers, there had been a request for the ‘keep clear’ 

markings to be reinstated in Little Green, however, some residents did not wish to have them 
reinstated.  The County Highways Officers had decided that they should be reinstated and this work 
would be completed shortly.   

 
 A resident in Little Green had asked for a parking bay and they had been advised to apply to Cherwell 

District Council for a dropped kerb to assist with their parking issues.  They had wanted to buy a piece 
of land from the County Council to park their vehicle, however Councillor Mallon reported that this may 
not be possible.   

 
 There had been no change with regard to the repairs at Old Bridge Road and funds would be 

available for the repairs in 2017.   
 
 Councillor Mallon had spoken to Trevor Askew at OCC with regard to The Slade, and it had been 

agreed that the County Council would reinstate the boundary fence prior to the transfer being 
completed.  Councillor Mallon had awarded to the Parish Council, a grant of £1750 to cover the legal 
fees and if there was any surplus, this could be used towards the cost of the boundary fence.   

 
 Councillor Stephen Phipps thanked Councillor for his support with The Slade and asked whether the 

offer could be confirmed in writing.  Councillor Mallon agreed to ask Trevor Askew to email Councillor 
Phipps.  Action KM/SP 

 
 Councillor Mallon also reported that a Highways Officer had emailed the Chairman with a progress 

report relating to the walls in Unicorn Street and Hawkes Lane. 
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 A resident had also been in contact with Councillor Mallon about conducting an environmental impact 

of traffic and air quality in Bloxham.  Councillor Mallon had been advised that air pollution was a 
District Council function and had contacted the CDC officer concerned. The resident was to be 
advised to Cherwell District Council.  The Parish Council asked Councillor Lynda Thirzie-Smart to 
follow up this matter with the District Council. 

 
 Councillor Mallon was thanked for his report. 
 

 Resolved that the reports be noted.  
 

38/14 PLANNING  
 

i) Planning Applications - Councillor Jenny Yates reported on the planning applications which had 
been considered by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee since the last meeting.  
 
Councillor Jenny Yates reported that the developers for the site at Greenup would be attending 
the next meeting of the Planning Committee with revised plans. 
 
With regard to the Bovis sign on Barford Road, Councillor Stephen Phipps highlighted that a 
planning application had now been submitted.  However, the photographs which were included 
within the application, did not represent the sign which was actually in place.  As this sign had 
been erected in February 2014 without planning permission and still did not have permission, 
the Parish Council felt that it should be removed.  However, Cherwell District Council seemed 
reluctant to take the necessary enforcement action.  The Parish Council would continue to 
request that CDC took the appropriate enforcement action. The Parish Council asked Councillor 
Lynda Thirze Smart to follow up this matter. 

 
Resolved that the planning applications and the report be noted. 
 

ii) Results of Planning Applications - Councillor Jenny Yates reported to the Parish Council on 
results of applications which had been determined by Cherwell District Council’s Planning 
Committee.    
 
Resolved that the results of the planning applications determined by Cherwell District Council, 
be noted. 

 
iii) Complaint to Cherwell District Council (CDC) – Following the submission of a complaint to 

Cherwell District Council about the Miller Homes Inquiry, a response from Bob Duxbury, 
Planning Officer, had been received.   
 
The Parish Council’s Planning Committee felt that this was not a sufficient response and would 
be reply to Mr Duxbury accordingly, through District Councillor Christine Heath. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted and the response be supported.  Action JY 
 

iv) Section 106 Wish List - The Parish Council’s Planning Committee had drafted a wish-list which 
would eventually be submitted to Cherwell District Council for reference, when officers were 
negotiating the Section 106 agreements on planning applications.  Not all members had seen 
the list, therefore it would be circulated and discussed again at the next Parish Council meeting.   
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The Chairman highlighted that when he had met with Councillor Mallon the previous week, they 
had discussed the poor state of the pavements, but the County Council could not address the 
issue because they did not have sufficient funds available.   
 
The Parish Councillors also highlighted their concerns about how unstable the walls in the 
middle of the village along the A361 were. This had been investigated by the County Council but 
again, although the County Council knew they were unstable, they did not have the funds to 
complete the necessary maintenance work.  In the old part of the village, there were also issues 
with sewers collapsing. 
 
Councillor Jenny Yates highlighted the volume of traffic which went through Bloxham at all hours 
of the day and night, which also caused noise and air pollution.  
 
It was suggested that the wish-list should also be prioritised prior to submission to Cherwell 
District Council, as well as cross referencing the results of the BNDP questionnaire.   
 
Councillor Yates also reported that it was still hoped Miller Homes would change its mind and 
reallocate the recreational Section 106 monies from North Oxfordshire Academy and Wood 
Green Leisure Centre back to Bloxham and to Warriner School.   
 
Resolved that: 
 
1) the wish-list be circulated to the Parish Council; and  Action JY 
2) this item be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council.  Action TG 
 

v) South Milton Road Appeal - Following the submission of a fresh outline planning application by 
Mintondale for development on land on Milton Road South, the Parish Council had written to the 
Chief Planning Inspector, Simon Ridley.   
 
The Parish Council letter highlighted that Mintondale should not be permitted to submit a new 
application for the site just because they could not meet the build deadline set by the Inspector 
when permission was approved at the appeal and conditions regarding time limits set.  In Mr 
Ridley’s response, he had advised that all these matters should be addressed in the first 
instance with Cherwell District Council.   
 
The Parish Council would now be contacting CDC and asking their officers to enforce the 
original build deadline condition and reject the resubmitted outline application. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted.   
 

vi) Oxfordshire Travel Plan – Councillor Jenny Yates reported that Councillor Andrew Taplin had 
collated the Parish Council’s response and submitted it to the County Council. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

39/14 BLOXHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (BNDP) John Groves reported that the 
consultant, who had been engaged by the Steering Group, had formulated the wording of some 
policies for inclusion in the BNDP.   

 
Within the Plan, it would be highlighted that the views in the village should be protected, as should the 
Church, the Conservation Area and the Recreation Ground.   
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Areas of green spaces could also be nominated for protection within the Plan, and the Steering Group 
would be recommending that the Recreation Ground, Jubilee Park and the Red Lion Gardens should 
all be protected.  However, this question had not been asked within the BNDP questionnaire, 
therefore the Steering Group would be gathering the necessary evidence. 
 
It was also reported that the housing and infrastructure policy documents had been updated.   
 
The Steering Group would be meeting with the Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association on Wednesday 
13 August 2014 to discuss how they could support and advise the Group.   
 
The Parish Council membership of the Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association had also lapsed, this 
would be reinstated. 
 
John Groves was thanked for all his work on the BNDP. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted and the membership of OPFA be reinstated. TG 
 

40/14 PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
 

i) Committees 
 
1) Environment Committee – There had not been a meeting of the Environment Committee 

since the last meeting of the Parish Council. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted and a meeting be arranged as soon as possible.  
Action KM 

 
2) Resources Committee – There had not been a meeting of the Resources Committee since 

the last meeting of the Parish Council. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
i) the report be noted; 
ii) a meeting of the Committee be held on 30 October 2014 at 730pm; and  Action KM 
iii) a meeting be arranged for January 2015.  Action KM 

 
3) Planning Committee – Prior to the meeting, the minutes of the meeting held on 17 July 

2014 had been circulated to the Parish Council.  There had also been a meeting of the 
Committee on 30 July 2014, however these were not ready for circulation. 
 
Resolved that the report and minutes be noted. 

 
4) Committee Memberships 2014/2014 – Following the appointment of three new Councillors 

recently, the Committee memberships were discussed. 
 

Resolved that the Committee memberships for 2014/2015 be confirmed as follows: 
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Resources  Environment   Planning and Strategy 
Nick Rayner  Nick Rayner   Gloria Lester-Stevens 
Jim Golby  Jim Golby   Jenny Yates 
Jenny Yates  Patricia Hopkins  Stephen Phipps   
Mary Groves  Gloria Lester-Stevens  Patricia Hopkins 
Stephen Phipps  Geoff Mollard   Sue Slater 
Geoff Mollard  Andrew Taplin   Andrew Taplin 
Robert Giles  Robert Giles   Caroline Jones   

          Mary Groves  
 

ii) Drop-in and Chat – There had been two sessions since the last meeting of the Parish Council.  
One resident had attended each session.   
 
At the session in July, a resident had attended to discuss the halls in the village and felt that 
there was no hall big enough for adult dance lessons. 
 
At the August session, a resident had attended to discuss the air quality in Bloxham. 
 
The next session was being held on Saturday 13 September 2014.   
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
iii) Jubilee Park Management Committee – Prior to the meeting, the minutes of the Jubilee Park 

Management Committee held on 15 July 2014 had been circulated to the Parish Council. 
 
The next meeting of the Committee was being held on Tuesday 26 August 2014 at 7.30pm at St 
Mary’s Parish Rooms.   
 
The Chairman reported that the new Management Committee was committed to improving the 
Jubilee and all the members were working very hard on their individual responsibilities.  The 
Committee had also received a great deal of support from the Clerk Theresa Goss and Vice-
Chairman of the Parish Council, Jenny Yates. 
 
There was a Jubilee Park Project Team in place and the members were looking at how a new 
building could be progressed and funded.  The team had also been meeting with a number of 
different organisations to seek advice and grant funding was being investigated.  It was 
envisaged that the majority of the costs would be met through the section 106 monies which had 
been made available following the granting of planning permissions for the large developments 
in the village.     
 
A request had also been made to Bloxham School to donate a small parcel of land to the east of 
the Jubilee which would give much more flexibility if a new building was constructed.  Bloxham 
Schools’ Management Committee would be considering this request at its’ next meeting in 
October.     
 
The Chairman reported that a users’ survey had been drafted for consideration by the Jubilee 
Park Management Committee and subsequent approval by the Parish Council.  This would 
ensure that a new hall would meet the needs of the users. 
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The Chairman asked the Parish Council to consider whether all of the Section 106 monies which 
had been obtained from the large developments should be used on a new hall, or whether 
members felt that the money should be used on smaller individual projects in the village. 
 
It was highlighted that other halls in the village had already benefitted from Section 106 monies 
and members generally felt that the section 106 money should be used to fund a new Jubilee 
Hall as it was the only facility in the village owned by the Parish.  It also had the benefit of a car 
park which other halls did not and the village should have a facility it could be proud of.   
 
The Chairman also reported that in the meantime, general maintenance works were needed to 
tidy up the changing rooms, kitchen, toilets etc. 
 
Members felt that if the project was to be progressed, then the details should be looked at 
closely by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee, as well as cross referencing with 
information from the BNDP.   
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

41/14 FINANCE 
 

ii) Accounts for Payment – The Clerk submitted to the Parish Council, the accounts to be paid. 
 

Resolved that the following accounts be approved for payment:  

 

Payments Amount Cheque No. 

   

Theresa Goss – Salary for August 2014 £752.45 714 

Theresa Goss – Expenses for August 2014 £25.03 714 

K Mills – Salary for July 2014 £57.46 715 

Theresa Goss – Petty Cash for Brian Stringer, Caretaker at 
Jubilee Hall 

£50.00 716 

HMRC – Monthly Payment for Salaries £283.65 717 

Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund (take off £7.40 
overpayment for July) do not show on sheet 

£223.72 718 

Nigel Prickett – Grass Cutting for July 2014 £1218.00 719 

Bloxham Mill Ltd – Room Hire £24.00 720 

OALC – Roles & Responsibilities Training for Caroline Jones £78.00 721 

John Goves – BNDP expenses £47.72 722 

Town and Country Trees Ltd – Work in Greenhills Park £1140.00 723 

Bloxham Youth Club – Grant £1000 724 

Playsafety Ltd – Play area inspection £92.40 725 

Stephen Phipps – Ink cartridge £17.49 726 

 
ii) Bank Reconciliation and Financial Report - Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated the bank 

reconciliation as at 11 August 2014 for the Bank of Ireland bank accounts. 
 
  Resolved that the bank reconciliation be noted. 
 
iii) External Auditors’ Report – Prior to the meeting, the external audit report from BDO LLP, had been 

circulated to the Parish Council.  The audit had been completed with no issues to address. 
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Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

42/14 VILLAGE MATTERS 
 

i) Village Groups – There were no matters to report. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

  
ii) The Slade – Councillor Stephen Phipps reported that the two outstanding issues with The Slade 

had been with regard to the reinstatement of the boundary fencing and the repairs to the 
culverts.  The repairs to the culvert had now been agreed and the County Council would be 
reinstating the boundary fence, prior to the completion of the transfer.  County Councillor Kieron 
Mallon was thanked for meeting some of the legal costs relating to the project and for also 
committing funds to help with the costs of the boundary fence.    

 
 Councilor Phipps was in contact with Trevor Askew from the County Council and other minor 

issues relating to the transfer were being slowly overcome.   
 

Resolved that the report be noted.  
 

iii) Red Lion – Prior to the meeting, a copy of a letter had been circulated to the Parish Council, 
from Colin Challenger to Councillor Christine Heath, which asked her to object to the application 
by Fullers for a change the use at the Red Lion.  The Parish Council had also been asked to 
objection to the application. 

 
However, negotiations with Fullers had now stalled because Fullers did not accept the offer 
which had been put forward by the Committee and had advised that they were now negotiating 
with another bidder. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted and the letter from Colin Challenger be discussed at the next 
meeting.  Action TG 

 
iv) Youth Club – Councillor Caroline Jones was not present at the meeting, therefore, there was no 

update. 
 
 The Clerk reported that the Parish Council needed to confirm the cheque signatories on the 

Youth Club bank account. 
 

Resolved that: 
 
1) the report be noted; and 
2) the signatories on Bloxham Youth Club bank account be Caroline Jones, Alison Bentley 

and Sarah Bradford.  Action TG 
 

iv) Circular Walk – The Chairman reported that the circular walk around Bloxham was near to 
completion.  As the walk incorporated three permissive paths which crossed land owned by Eton 
College as well as some local land owners, legal agreements were being negotiated and it was 
hoped they would all be signed by the end of September.   
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
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v) Bloxham Recreation Ground – There was no further update on the recreation ground. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
vi) Milton Road Speed Limit – The Chairman reported on the receipt of an email from Alan Plumb, 

Chairman of Milton Parish Meeting, seeking the Parish Council’s support to address the issues 
of speeding on Milton Road. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted and the Parish Council supports Milton Parish Meeting on the 
issue of speeding on Milton Road.  Action TG 

 
vii) Old Bridge Road – As stated earlier in the meeting, the repairs were not scheduled to be started 

until 2017. 
 

Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

viii) Defibrillators in Bloxham – Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had contacted the ambulance service 
to request a report on the usage of the defibrillators in the village.  However, the Clerk had not 
received a response. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted and this item be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish 
Council.  Action TG 
 

i) Parking and Speeding Issues in Bloxham - The Clerk reported that she had contacted Thames 
Valley Police to invite the local Sergeant to a meeting to discuss parking and speeding issues in 
the village.  However, as a date had not yet been finalised, she would make contact again and 
try to arrange a meeting, prior to the next meeting of the Parish Council   

 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
43/14 CORRESPONDENCE – Two items of correspondence were circulated to the Parish Council.  These 

were the LCR magazine and CPRE’s Countryside Voice.  
   
  Resolved that the report be noted.  
 
44/14 MEETING DATES 
 

Resolved that it be noted that, future meeting dates for Bloxham Parish Council were as stated 
below.  They would all commence at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, Bloxham, and reference 
should be made to the agenda prior to the meeting: 

  
o 1 September 2014  
o 6 October 2014  
o 3 November 2014  
o 1 December 2014  

 (The meeting closed at 10.00pm) 
 

________________________________ 
 Chairman  

1 September 2014 


