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BLOXHAM PARISH COU�CIL 
 

DRAFT MI�UTES OF THE MEETI�G HELD AT ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS, 

BLOXHAM O� MO�DAY 3 �OVEMBER 2014 AT 7.00PM 
 

PRESENT:  Councillor Geoff Mollard (Chairman); Councillors Robert Giles, Mary Groves, Caroline Hone, 
Patricia Hopkins, Gloria Lester-Stevens, Stephen Phipps, Susan Slater, Andrew Taplin and Jenny 
Yates.   

   
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Theresa Goss (Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer), District Councillor 
Christine Heath, John Groves, one member of the public and Community First Responders Ian Broome and 
Karen Kesterton. 
    
APOLOGIES:  Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Jim Golby and Nick Rayner and these 
were accepted.   Apologies were also received from District Councillor Lynda Thirzie-Smart and County 
Councillor Kieron Mallon. 
 
72/14 COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS - Mrs Karen Kesterton and Mr Ian Broome, Community First 

Responders (CFR) attended the meeting to present information on the service which they provide to 
the village.   

 
 Ian reported to the Parish Council that there were two CFR’s and two defibrillators in Bloxham and he 

showed the Councillors the defibrillator which he used when he was called out on an emergency.  He 
also ran through the other items which were part of their kit, along with the defibrillator. 

 
 Ian advised the Parish Council on the types of emergency they would be called out to and what they 

could do to assist the patient until the Ambulance arrived.  If a patient was in cardiac arrest, the CFR 
would fit the defibrillator pads onto the patient and it would then pick up their heart rhythm.  Depending 
on that rhythm, the defibrillator may or may not be able to work on that patient.    

 
 Ian reported that in an emergency, the first thing that anyone should do was call 999 and if the CFR’s 

were needed, they would be paged straight away to attend to the patient.  A patient had the greatest 
chance of survival if they were attended to within the first 8-10 minutes.   

 
 Ian briefly reported on how a patient could be revived and that when a 999 call came in, the operator 

would always advise the caller on how to do CPR until the CFR or the ambulance service arrived.  
CFR’s had to re-qualify every six months and had a one day training session on a monthly basis.   

 
 It was reported that Hook Norton had a defibrillator located in the village which could be opened by a 

CFR in the event on an emergency.    Members discussed with Ian whether having a centrally located 
defibrillator was a good idea and whether a Council should arrange first aid training for the residents 
of the village.    

 
The Chairman thanked Ian and Karen for attending the meeting. 

 
 Resolved that the report be noted. 
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73/14 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Councillor Patricia Hopkins declared an interest in the Parish 
Council grants, because she was a member of the Senior Citizens Club. 

 
 Resolved that the interests be noted.   

 
74/14 MINUTES - The minutes of the meeting held on 6 October 2014 were taken as read and duly adopted 

and signed by the Chairman. 
 
  Resolved that the minutes be approved. 
 
75/14 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 6 OCTOBER 2014 - There were no matters arising.   
 
 Resolved that the report be noted.   
 
76/14 RESIDENTS’ ISSUES – John Wyatt attended the meeting and reported that he had the Christmas 

tree ready for the village and it was about 10 feet tall.  It had been grown in a pot but when it was sited 
in the village, it would be fully secured.  He would liaise with the Chairman about the date for delivery. 

 
My Wyatt also reported on the condition which had been attached to his planning permission 
14/00349/F, which stated that ‘only produce grown on the application site shall be sold directly from 
the site and that such sales shall only constitute 5% of the total value of sales from the site’. 

 
 The Planning Committee members stated that they were not aware of this condition and would look 

into it further on behalf of Mr Wyatt. 
 
 Councillor Gloria Lester-Stevens reported that a number of residents had contacted her about the 

issue of dog fouling in the village.  Deddington Parish Council had recently forwarded to the Clerk, 
some information about dog fouling and members felt that this should be reproduced in the 
Broadsheet. 

 
 Councillor Lester-Stevens also asked if there had been a response from Gordon Kelman about the 

issues of clearing the blocked drain on Tadmarton Road and also replacing the grills on Tadmarton 
Road.  The Clerk confirmed she had not had a reply from Mr Kelman and would contact him again. 

 
 There were also issues of cars parking on grass verges and driving along pavements, and this was 

not just at school drop-off and collection times. 
 
 There was also an elderly couple in Cumberford Close who were now unable to attend to their front 

and back gardens and they had become very overgrown.  This had been brought to the attention of 
the Housing Association and the situation would be monitored. 

 
 Resolved that: 
 

a) the report be noted; 
b) the conditions attached to Mr Wyatt’s planning application 14/00349/F, be investigated; Action 

TG/JY 
c) a dog fouling article be placed in the Broadsheet; and Action TG 
d) Gordon Kelman be contacted again about the issues of clearing the blocked drain and replacing 

the grills on Tadmarton Road. Action TG 
.   
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77/14 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS - Prior to the meeting, District 
Councillor Lynda Thirzie-Smart had circulated her report to the Parish Council.   

 
  There was no report from District Councillor Christine Heath and County Councillor Kieron Mallon. 
 
 Councillor Jenny Yates asked if Councillor Mallon could be contacted again about the air quality 

assessment and the lengthsman scheme, as he said at the last Parish Council meeting, that he would 
be following up on both of these items. 

 
 Resolved that: 
 

a) the reports be noted; and 
b) Councillor Mallon be contacted about the air quality assessment and the lengthsman scheme.  

Action TG 
 

78/14 PLANNING  
 

i) Planning Applications - Councillor Jenny Yates reported on the planning applications which had 
been considered by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee since the last meeting.  
 
Resolved that the planning applications be noted. 
 

ii) Results of Planning Applications - Councillor Jenny Yates reported to the Parish Council on 
results of applications which had been determined by Cherwell District Council’s Planning 
Committee.    
 
Resolved that the report and the results of the planning applications determined by Cherwell 
District Council, be noted. 

 
iii) Planning Matters – Councillor Jenny Yates updated the Parish Council on the following items: 

 

• Bovis Homes - A request had been made for a meeting with Cherwell District Council 
(CDC).  At the moment, concerns were mainly on the parking and building materials.  CDC 
was suggesting that only one car parking space was needed for a two bed roomed house, 
however the developers and the Parish Council had advised CDC that this was unrealistic.   
 

• Miller Homes - There was on-going dialogue with the case officer about the outstanding 
issues, including the main problems with the drainage.  A meeting had been requested with 
the County Council to discuss concerns regarding drainage.  

 

• Response to the Hook Norton NDP –The Parish Councils’ response to the Hook Norton 
NDP had been submitted to Cherwell District Council.  

 

• Planning Resource – This service incurred an annual subscription of £125 per year, 
however, it was felt that it was a very good source of information for planning matters. 

 

• Cherwell District Council’s Local Plan – Members had some concerns that the Plan had 
been voted through by Cherwell District Councillors, when those Councillors had openly 
admitted that they were not happy with the Plan.  When the amended Plan was approved by 
CDC, there were a number of major changes which were not even discussed and Parish 
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Council comments did not appear to have been taken on board.  It was also noted that the 
Plan would not carry significant weight until it had been approved by CDC and also been 
through the inspection process.   

 

• Training held at Cherwell District Council on 23 October 2014 – Councillor Susan Slater 
reported on the training session which had been held on 23 October and was attended by 
Councillors from Bloxham, Adderbury and Milcombe and had been provided by three CDC 
planning officers. 

 
The main feeling was that the training was too general, was rushed by the planning officers 
and they did not appear keen to answer questions.  The presentation was merely telling the 
Parish Council what the planning officer wanted them to do, but did not address the 
questions and issues which the Parish Councils had with the planning process and CDC. 
 
They covered issues such as the Local Plan, SHMA, housing land supply and their lack of 
staffing in the planning department.    

 
The Parish Council had also received an invitation from Rural Oxfordshire Action Rally (ROAR) 
to attend a meeting on 7 December 2014 in Witney to discuss inappropriate and excessive 
developments in Oxfordshire. 
 
Councillor Stephen Phipps went on to advise that he had spoken to Keith Mitchell, who used to 
be the County Councillor for Bloxham, as well as the Leader of the County Council, with regard 
to the Parish Council’s frustration with the planning process.  Keith had agreed to meet with the 
Parish Council to advise on other possible strategies for handling planning matters.  Councillors 
Stephen Phipps, Jenny Yates, Susan Slater and the Chairman agreed to meet with Keith. 
Councillor Phipps agreed to arrange this meeting. 

 
Resolved that: 

 
a) the report be noted; and 
b) the subscription to Planning Resource be approved. 

 
79/14 BLOXHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (BNDP) - John Groves reported that he 

would be meeting with Councillor Jenny Yates and Susan Slater on Tuesday 4 November 2014 to 
discuss the draft BNDP.   

 
 It was now likely that the timescale for the publication of the Plan would be similar to that of the Local 

Plan.   
 
 An article would be placed in the December edition of the Broadsheet advising residents that the draft 

plan was now being consulted on and this would be completed in two phases.  The first phase was 
the pre-consultation and this lasted six weeks and the second stage was the publication and this too, 
was a consultation period of six weeks. 

 
 In conjunction with this, there was also on-going work with regard to the conditions statement and 

other matters relating to the BNDP. 
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 John also highlighted that the grant funding which had been received, must be spent by 31 December 
2014.  It could only be spent on consultation and it was agreed that this expenditure would be 
discussed at the meeting with Councillors Yates and Slater. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

80/14 PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
 

i) Committees 
 
1) Environment Committee – There had not been a meeting of the Committee since the last 

meeting of the Parish Council.  The next meeting was scheduled for 27 November 2014. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

2) Resources Committee – Prior to the meeting the minutes of the Resources Committee 
held on 30 October 2014 had been circulated to the Committee. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
a) the report and minutes be noted; 
b) the County Council be asked to explore the proposal of a new zebra crossing on the 

A361, opposite Strawberry Terrace;  Action TG 
c) a request be made to the County Council for a meeting to consider allocating 

£89,000 developers funds to the repairs of the bridge on Old Bridge Road; Action 
TG 

d) the 2015/16 New Homes Bonus be allocated to the Jubilee Hall refurbishment plan; 
and 

e) future meetings of the Environment and Resources Committees be held in 
Councillors homes, in order to cut down expenditure on meeting accommodation 

costs. Action KM 

 
3) Planning Committee – Prior to the meeting, the minutes of the meeting held on 16 

September had been circulated to the Parish Council.   
 
Resolved that: 
 
a) the report and minutes be noted; and 
b) a joint traffic survey with South Newington and Milcombe be approved. A company, 

rather than residents be used to carry out the survey to monitor number plates of 
HGV’s in order to establish their route (Milcombe or South Newington) and to identify 
traffic flow. The cost would be split three ways with South Newington and Milcombe 
Parish Councils.  Action TG 

 
ii) Drop-in and Chat – The last session of the Drop-In and Chat, had been held on Saturday 11 

October 2014.  The list of issues brought to the attention of the Councillors who had been 
present at that session, had been circulated to the Parish Council prior to the meeting. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
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iii) Jubilee Park Management Committee – Prior to the meeting, the minutes of the Committee 
meeting held on 28 October 2014 had been circulated to the Parish Council. 

 
The Chairman highlighted some of the main items which included the changes to the booking 
arrangements, surrender of the premises licence, the new web site and the proposed 
refurbishments to the current building. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

81/14 FINANCE 
 

ii) Accounts for Payment – The Clerk submitted to the Parish Council, the accounts to be paid. 
 

Resolved that the following accounts be approved for payment:  

 

Payments Amount Cheque No. 

   

Theresa Goss – Salary for November 2014 £805.16 749 

Theresa Goss – Expenses for November 2014 £17.68 749 

Katherine Mills – Salary for October 2014 £109.59 750 

HMRC – Monthly Payment for Salaries £301.64 751 

Oxfordshire County Council Pension  £249.01 752 

Complete Weed Control – Weed killing in the village £558.00 753 

Bloxham Mill Ltd – Room hire £36.00 754 

Tony Burton Consulting Ltd – BNDP £500.00 755 

Mr J Groves – BNDP expenses £196.79 756 

 

ii) Bank Reconciliation - Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation as at 3 
November 2014 for the Bank of Ireland bank accounts. 

 
  Resolved that the bank reconciliation be noted. 

 
iv) Parish Council Grants 2015/2016, Budget and Precept 2015/2016 – Prior to the meeting, 

applications for Parish Council grants, the proposed budget and the proposed precept for 
2015/2016 had been circulated to the Parish Council.   
 
Since the meeting of the Resources Committee on Thursday 30 October 2014, a late application 
from St Mary’s Church had been received.  A grant of £3000 was requested for tree work in St 
Mary’s Church yard, church yard up-keep and grass cutting. 
 
The grants, budget for 2015/2016 and proposed precept of £64102 for 2015/2016 were all 
recommended to the Parish Council by the Resources Committee.  The proposed rise in the 
precept from £60760 in 2014/2015 was 5.5%. 

 
Resolved that: 
 
a) the Parish Council grants for 2015/2016 be approved as follows;  Action TG 

 

Recreation Ground  £2,500.00 

Bloxham St Mary’s Thursday Club £1,500.00 
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Youth Club Grant £1,000.00 

Bloxfest Grant £2,000.00 

Charitable Donations CAB etc £500.00 

Royal British Legion £400.00 

Bloxham Senior Citizens Christmas 
Lunch 

£300.00 

Church Floodlighting £250.00 

Neighbourhood Plan £5,000.00 

Ex-Servicemens Hall £1,000.00 

Parish Rooms £700.00 

Tree Work St Marys Church yard, 
church yard up-keep and grass 
cutting 

£2,500.00 

Ellen Hinde Hall Donation £1,000.00 

Bloxham Pre-School £435.00 

First Bloxham Scout Group £335.00 

Jubilee Park Donation £3,000.00 

Total £22,420.00 

 
b) all applicants be asked to sign a form to state that they will provide the Parish Council with 

evidence of the expenditure on the items listed on their 2015/2016 application form, no 
later than 30 September 2015, and that they understand that non-return of the form will 
result in non-payment of the grant for 2015/2016 and an application not being eligible for 
consideration in 2016/2017; 

c) the Recreation Ground Trustees be asked to use their grant of £2500 for the maintenance of 
the play area and that the Parish Council, as the main contributor, requests that a member of 
the Parish Council be permitted to attend the Recreation Ground Trustees Annual General 
Meeting; 

d) the Parish Council also requests from the Recreation Ground Trustees, assurances that the 
recreation ground will be registered with the Fields in Trust, as a playing field in perpetuity 
and also confirmation of the names of the present trustees, together with their positions, eg. 
Chairman/Vice-Chairman; 

e) the Jubilee Park Management Committee be advised that their grant should be spent on play 
area maintenance; 

f) the budget for 2015/2016 be approved however, should the £5000 allocated to the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan not be needed, it be re-allocated to the Lengthsman 
scheme; and  Action TG 

g) the precept for 2015/2016 be approved at £64102.  Action TG 
 
82/14 VILLAGE MATTERS 
 

i) Village Groups – There were no matters to report. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

  
ii) The Slade – Prior to the meeting, Councillor Stephen Phipps had circulated an update report.  

There had not been much progress since the last meeting and the two areas which still needed 
to be addressed were the repairs to the headwalls and fence.   
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Resolved that the report be noted.  
 

iii) Red Lion – Councillor Robert Giles reported that he had spoken to Brian Auld and there had not 
been any significant developments since the last meeting of the Parish Council. 

 
 Robert would be attending the Steering Group meeting on 8 November 2014 and would report 

back at the next meeting of the Parish Council. 
 

Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

iv) Youth Club – Councillor Caroline Hone reported that attendance at the Youth Club was still very 
low, despite a lot of advertising around the village.  Therefore, along with Sarah Bradford and 
Alison Bentley they had decided to continue until Christmas and then review whether or not it 
should continue.  They had done a lot of work with the Youth Service and local schools to try 
and increase the numbers, but it had not worked. 

 
 The Parish Council thanked Caroline, Alison and Sarah for all their hard work on the Youth Club. 
  
 Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
v) Remembrance Day 2014 – The Chairman reported that the service was being held on Sunday 9 

November 2014 and he would be laying a wreath on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 

Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

vi) First Aid – Councillor Jenny Yates reported that free first aid sessions were being run by Barford 
St Michael & St John Parish Council, together with St John's Ambulance and asked whether 
Bloxham Parish Council should explore doing the same in the village. 
 
Members felt that first aid courses were a good idea and asked the Clerk to follow up on this 
with the Clerk at Barford St Michael & St John Parish Council. 

 
Resolved that: 
 
a) the report be noted; and  
b) contact be made with the Clerk at Barford St Michael & St John Parish Council.  Action 

TG 
 

vii) Power Outages in Bloxham – Councillor Jenny Yates reported that because there were such a 
high number of power outages in the village, Sir Tony Baldry MP had been in contact with 
Western Power and had arranged a meeting with them for February 2015. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
83/14 CORRESPONDENCE  - There was one item of correspondence which was the Oxfordshire Rural 

Community Council Annual Review. 
   
  Resolved that the report be noted.  
 
84/14 PUBLIC AND PRESS 



These minutes have been agreed by the Chairman and are now subject to approval at the Parish Council 

meeting on Monday 1 December 2014 
 

Bloxham Parish Council Minutes – 03.11.14 Page 9 
 

 
Resolved that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and 
press be excluded from the meeting for the minutes numbered 85/14 & 86/14 on the grounds that it 
could involve the likely disclosure of private and confidential information which was not in the public 
domain. 

 
85/14 QUOTES FOR WORKS AT JUBILEE HALL & TREES WORK IN THE VILLAGE – The Chairman 

reported that a quote had been received from Reids Playground Maintenance for works to the play 
area at Jubilee Park.  Three other companies had been approached for a quote, but had not 
responded to the Clerk of the Management Committee. 

 
 The Chairman also reported on a quote which had been received from Rural Works for various works 

to tree around the village. 
 
 Resolved that: 
 

a) the quote from Reids Playground Maintenance be accepted, excluding the works to the bench;  
Action TG 

b) the quote from Rural Works be accepted, excluding the supply and plant of a replacement tree 
by the speed camera, on the A361; and  Action TG 

c) John Wyatt be asked to provide the replacement tree on the A361.  Action GM 
 
85/14 PAY REVIEW FOR CLERK AND ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT – The Parish Council reviewed 

the pay for the Clerk and Administration Assistant, as was required on an annual basis. 
 
 The Clerk and Administration Assistant had met with the Chairman and completed their appraisal.  

They had both met their objectives which had been set last year and had agreed new objectives with 
the Chairman for the following year. 

 
 Resolved that: 
 

a) the Clerk be awarded a spinal point increase to point 29; and 
b) the Administration Assistant be awarded a two spinal point increase to point 17. 

 
86/14 MEETING DATES 
 

Resolved that it be noted that, future meeting dates for Bloxham Parish Council were as stated 
below.  They would all commence at 7.30pm (unless stated otherwise) in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, 
Bloxham, and reference should be made to the agenda prior to the meeting: 

  
o 1 December 2014  
o 5 January 2015 
o 2 February 2015 
o 2 March 2015 
o 13 April 2015 
o 23 April 2015 (Annual Parish Meeting, venue to be confirmed) 
o 11 May 2015 
o 1 June 2015 

 
 

 (The meeting closed at 9.45pm) 
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________________________________ 

 Chairman  
1 December 2014 


