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BLOXHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS, 
BLOXHAM ON MONDAY 2 MARCH 2015 AT 7.30PM 

 
PRESENT:  Councillor Geoff Mollard (Chairman); Councillors Mary Groves, Patricia Hopkins, Gloria Lester-

Stevens, Nick Rayner, Andrew Taplin, Susan Slater and Jenny Yates.   
   
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Theresa Goss (Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer), District Councillor Lynda 
Thirzie-Smart, John Groves BNDP Co-ordinator, Esther Rolls and Leigh Barmby from Warriner School and 
Chris Colombo, Governor at Warriner School. 
    
APOLOGIES:  Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Robert Giles, Caroline Hone and 
Stephen Phipps and these were accepted.  Apologies for absence were also received from District Councillor 
Christine Heath and County Councillor Kieron Mallon. 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded the Councillors and the public that recording 
of the meeting was permitted.  However, he asked that should anyone wish to record the proceedings, could 
they please advise the Parish Council so that this could be facilitated. 
 
The Chairman advised the Parish Council that Jim Golby had resigned as a Councillor and the Parish Council 
asked for their appreciation be passed to Jim for all his work as a Parish Councillor. 
 
125/14 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest 
 
 Resolved that the interests be noted.   
 
126/14  WARRINER SCHOOL, MULTI-SPORTS FACILITY – Esther Rolls and Leigh Barmby from Warriner 

School attended the meeting and reported on the proposal for a new multi-sports facility at the School. 
 
 Esther Rolls reported that the new facility would be built on the old netball and tennis courts and she 

circulated two documents giving details and drawings of the proposal. 
 
 The project would involve refurbishing the existing courts and adding two new netball courts, two new 

tennis courts and a junior football pitch.  The improvements would also include new fencing and 
resurfacing to the courts and pitch.  They would be available for community use as well as for the 
School to use.  If this project went ahead, it would be part funded from Cherwell District Council (CDC) 
Section 106 money from the Miller Homes development. 

 
              The proposal would cost in the region of £200,000.  A bid for grant funding had also been submitted to 

Sport England.  This proposal would include new flooding lighting, using ecologically friendly lights to 
cause minimal disruption to wildlife.  The School had also commissioned Windrush Ecology to 
complete a bat survey prior to the project commencing.   Details of the times when the flood lighting 
would be used, were detailed in the documents which had been circulated to the Parish Council 

 
 Leigh Barmby advised that the current facilities were already extensively used by the community for a 

range of activities and when the project had been completed, local people would be able to make 
priority bookings.   
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 Chris Colombo reported that the intention was for the facility to also be used by the village in the 
evenings, as well as school holidays when the children were not using it.  The only time it would not 
be available for hire would be for the two weeks over the Christmas period. 

 
 Esther confirmed that the access to the new facility would be from Bloxham Grove Road, and parking 

would be in the current staff car park. 
 
 The Parish Council asked about joint use community agreement which ensured that the facility would 

be for community use.  Leigh confirmed that an appropriate joint use agreement would be in place, 
and would remain so, even if the School became an Academy.   

 
 The Parish Council also asked about the proposals for a possible school expansion.  Chris Colombo 

advised that this project fitted in with the whole School Plan and would not conflict with any future 
expansion plans. 

 
 The Parish Council asked for clarification with regard to the ownership of the land, where it was 

proposed that the multi-sports facility would be built.  It was understood by the Parish Council that the 
land was owned by the Warriner Farm Trust not the School.  Esther Rolls and Chris Colombo believed 
that the land was owned by the School, however Esther agreed to check on that issue after the 
meeting. 

 
 John Groves reported that it would be useful to have a meeting with the School with regard to their 

future plans so that this could feed into the BNDP.  Chris stated that the School would be happy to 
meet in due course. 

 
 The Chairman asked Esther and Leigh who they felt would be classed as ‘local’ people, when they 

were allocating priority bookings for the new facility.  They felt that this would be residents of Bloxham 
as well as those who lived in the satellite villages.  Leigh reported that at the moment, she did take 
bookings from as far afield as Witney, but emphasised that local groups would get priority and first 
refusal.  The School would also be having a meeting with Bloxham Football Club about their usage of 
the new facility.   

 
 With regard to the flood lighting, the Parish Council highlighted the issues which had occurred with the 

very bright lights at Tudor Hall and asked that these issues did not arise again at Warriner School.  
 
 Esther, Leigh and Chris were thanked for their presentation and for attending the meeting. 
 
 Resolved that: 
 

1) the report be noted; and 
2) the Parish Council supports the use of £60,000  from CDC’s Section 106 money from the Miller 

Homes development on Tadmarton Road (13/00496/OUT), for use on the multi-sports facility. 
 
 (Esther Rolls, Leigh Barmby and Chris Colombo left the meeting at this point) 
 
127/14 MINUTES - The minutes of the meeting held on 2 February 2015 were taken as read and duly 

adopted and signed by the Chairman, with the following amendments: 
 
 Minute Number 122/14 (ii) Parish Council Matters – Jubilee Park Management Committee 
 



These minutes have been agreed by the Chairman and are now subject to approval at the Parish Council 
meeting on Monday 13 April 2015 

 

Bloxham Parish Council Minutes – 03.03.15 Page 3 
 

 In paragraph four, the following ‘and that this would be better spent on giving individuals the 
reductions instead’ be deleted and be replaced with: 

 
 ‘as all groups within the village should pay the same.  Outside groups and non-residents should pay a 

premium.’   
 
 Minute Number 124/14 (ii) Village Matters – The Slade 
 
 At the end of paragraph four, the last sentence be amended to read: 
 
 ‘Councillor Phipps felt that this was not acceptable and the work should be completed prior to the 

transfer as the actual cost of repair had not been assessed.’ 
 
 Resolved that the minutes be approved with the amendments.  Action TG 
 
128/14 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 2 FEBRUARY 2015  
 
 Minute Number 118/14 – Dog Fouling – The Chairman advised that the Dog Warden was currently off 

work and he would be making contact with him on 13 March 2015. 
  
 Minute Number 118/14 – Tadmarton Road Ditch – The Clerk advised that she had raised this issue 

with Gordon Kelman and would chase it up again.  Action TG 
 
 Minute Number 119/14 – Lights at Dewey Hall Access – The Chairman reported that Bloxham School 

had suggested they would be removing the two street lamps along the access road.  However, as 
these were installed as part of the access agreement, the Parish Council did not wish them to be 
removed.  Therefore, the agreement, which was stored in Ellen Hinde Hall, would be checked and 
then a letter be written to Bloxham School asking them not to remove the street lights.  The School 
should also be asked again to stop Dewey Hall users from parking in Jubilee Hall car park.  Action 
GM/TG 

  
 Minute Number 124/14 (ii) – The Slade - In the absence of Councillor Stephen Phipps, the Clerk 

advised on his comments with regard to The Slade.  Councillor Phipps reminded the Parish Council 
that The Slade was a nature reserve and not a marsh, which it could turn into.  He also stated that 
with regard to the last paragraph of this minute, the Parish Council’s experience would indicate that it 
would not be in a stronger position with the developer when the drainage plans for the Miller Homes 
site were being finalised if the transfer had been completed, because it would be Thames Water and 
the Environment Agency who would decide this alone. 

 
 Resolved that the reports be noted.   
 
129/14 RESIDENTS’ ISSUES  
 
 Letter from Mr R Wallingford – The Chairman highlighted a letter from Mr Wallingford with regard to 

development in the village by Taylor Wimpey.  The Parish Council had received a copy of the letter, 
however, the suggestions related to the Recreation Ground and this was not owned by the Parish 
Council.   

 
 Bus Shelter on A361 – The Clerk reported that Mrs Halfpenny, who lived next to the bus shelter on the 

A361 (close to the turning for Strawberry Terrace) had asked if the Parish Council would paint the bus 
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shelter and tidy it up.  The Parish Council felt that because £300 had recently been used to make 
repairs to the roof, it did not have sufficient budgeted funds available to take any further action. 

 
 Drop Kerb and Bungalows in Bloxham – Councillor Mary Groves reported that she had been thanked 

by Mrs Sue Morewood for the drop kerb which had been put in on Strawberry Terrace.  Mrs 
Morewood had also asked about the availability of bungalows on the new developments in the village.  
The Clerk suggested that Gary Owens from Cherwell District Council might be able to advise on this. 

 
 Resolved that: 
 

1) the reports be noted; 
2) Mr Wallingford be thanked for his letter and the Clerk should respond accordingly;  Action TG 
3) Mrs Halfpenny be advised of the reasons why the bus shelter will not be painted; and  Action 

TG 
4) Mrs Morewood’s email be forwarded to Gary Owens for a response, relating to bungalows on 

the new developments in the village.  Action TG 
 
130/14 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS - Prior to the meeting, District 

Councillor Lynda Thirzie-Smart had circulated her report to the Parish Council.   
 
 Councillor Thirzie-Smart added that she had met with Bloxham School and they raised some 

concerns about the BNDP with regard to green spaces. 
 
 The Chairman reported that he had met with County Councillor Kieron Mallon that morning and had 

asked him to chase up with the County Council, the transfer of The Slade, the works to Old Bridge 
Road and the zebra crossing on the A361.  He had also updated Councillor Mallon on the ongoing 
issues in Little Green.  Councillor Mallon would be reporting back in due course. 

 
 Councillor Lynda Thirzie-Smart was thanked for her report. 
 
 Resolved that the reports be noted.  
 
131/14 PLANNING  
 

i) Planning Applications - Councillor Jenny Yates reported on the planning applications which had 
been considered by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee since the last meeting.   
 
Councillor Yates also reported on the exchange of emails with Caroline Ford and Michelle Jarvis 
at Cherwell District Council (CDC) with regard to the Bovis development on Barford Road.  
Michelle Jarvis had been particularly helpful and Bovis had now submitted their site 
management plan, which the Parish Council had requested a copy of, prior to it being approved 
by CDC.  However, there were still a number of outstanding conditions which should have been 
addressed by Bovis, prior to the commencement of the development.  

 
  It was also reported that the application on the site of Yeomans Garage would be discussed by 

the CDC’s Planning Committee and not at officer level.   
 
  Resolved that the planning applications and reports be noted. 
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ii) Results of Planning Applications - Councillor Jenny Yates reported to the Parish Council on 
results of applications which had been determined by Cherwell District Council’s Planning 
Committee.    

 
   Resolved that the results of the planning applications determined by Cherwell District Council, 

be noted. 
 

iii) Planning Matters – An update was received on the following items: 
 

• Meeting with Sir Tony Baldry MP & Western Power – Councillor Jenny Yates reported 
that awith John Groves, she had met with Sir Tony Baldry MP to discuss the number of 
power cuts which occurred in the village.  It had been a useful meeting and it appeared 
that Bloxham did not have any more power cuts than other villages in the area. 

 
   Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

• Meeting with the CPRE – Councillor Yates reported that with Councillor Mary Groves, 
she had attended a meeting of the CPRE.  It had been an interesting meeting and they 
had encouraged the CPRE to make their comments on the BNDP. 

 
   Resolved that the report be noted. 
 
  The Chairman thanked Councillor Yates for her report. 
 
132/14 BLOXHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (BNDP) – John Groves reported to the 

Parish Council that the consultation period had ended and approximately 130 replies had been 
received.  These had been from non-statutory consultees, two potential developers and statutory 
consultees.  No reply had yet been received from the Environment Agency, which was surprising 
given the issues of flooding in the village. 

 
John reported that there were a variety of comments, including some constructive criticism and some 
critical comments.  However, they would all be considered by the Steering Group and a response to 
each would be shown as part of the evidence of consultation.   

  
  John was thanked by the Parish Council for all his hard work on the Plan. 
 
  Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
133/14 PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
 

i) Committee Meetings – The Chairman highlighted to the Parish Council, the issues some 
members were having with attending Committee meetings due to their work commitments.  He 
asked the Parish Council their thoughts on how this could be addressed and how those 
members could be supported to try and ensure that scheduled Committee meetings were not 
cancelled. 
 
The Chairman highlighted that as a result of the Committee meetings being cancelled, the 
Parish Council agenda was getting longer and the system at the moment, was not working 
properly. 
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Councillor Jenny Yates reported that the Planning Committee was working well, but there were 
issues with the Resources and Environment Committees.  She suggested that the Environment 
Committee could co-opt non-voting members on to the Committee, such as Keith Bennett 
involved with the litter picking or Marie Jones involved potentially The Slade. 
 
It was also suggested that the terms of reference for the three Committees, could allow for 
Committee members to have substitutes, if they were unable to attend.  If a Councillor was 
unable to attend a Committee meeting, they should email both the Clerk and the Administration 
Assistant and they would seek a substitute for the meeting. 
 
Councillor Andy Taplin also reported that he was currently on all three Committees, and wished 
to be removed from one of them. 

 
  Resolved that: 
 

1) the report be noted; 
2) Councillor Andy Taplin be removed from the Environment Committee and continues to be 

a member of the Planning & Strategy and Resources Committees; and 
3) the terms of reference of the three Committees be amended to allow for members of those 

Committees to appoint a substitute in their absence.  Action TG/KM 
 

ii) Committees 
 

1)  Environment Committee – The Chairman reported that there had not been a meeting of    
 the Committee since the last meeting of the Parish Council.   

 
  Councillor Nick Rayner asked for a meeting to be arranged for the end of March. 

 
  Resolved that: 
 

i) the report be noted; and 
ii) a meeting of the Environment Committee be arranged for the end of March.  Action 

NR/KM 
 

2) Resources Committee – The minutes of the meeting held on 17 February 2015 had been 
circulated prior to the meeting. 
 
There were two recommendations from the Committee which were approved as stated 
below. 

 
 Resolved that: 
 

i) the minutes be noted; 
ii) a case be presented to CDC for the reallocation of £43,000 of Section 106 monies 

from Woodgreen Leisure Centre to the Jubilee Hall, for indoor sports facilities; and  
Action JY/GM 

iii) a grant for the Table Tennis Club of £450 be approved.  Action TG 
 

3) Planning Committee – Prior to the meeting, the minutes of the meeting held on 11 
February 2015 and had been circulated to the Parish Council. 
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   Resolved that the minutes be noted;    
 

iii) Drop-in and Chat – The last session of the Drop-In and Chat, had been held on 14 February 
2015.   One issue had been raised with regard to the blocked grills in the ditch on Tadmarton 
Road.  The Clerk reported that she had advised the County Council of this issue following the 
last meeting and would chase it up with them again.  

 
The Parish Council was very grateful to the volunteers who had consistently worked to keep 
these ditches clear and would welcome any additional committed volunteers. 

 
  The next three sessions were as follows: 
 

Saturday 14 March 2015 – Councillors Paddy Hopkins and Sue Slater 
Saturday 11 April 2015 – Councillor Andy Taplin and Jenny Yates 
Saturday 9 May 2015 – Councillors Caroline Hone and Geoff Mollard 
 
Resolved that: 
 
i) the report be noted; and 
ii) the County Council be contacted again about the blocked grills in the ditch on Tadmarton 

Rod.  Action TG  
 

vi) Jubilee Park Management Committee – The Chairman reported that Bloxham School was going 
to be undertaking some repairs to the drainage system around the area of Dewey Hall, and that 
one of the gullies which needed to repaired, was underneath the swings in Jubilee Park. 

 
 The Parish Council suggested that Bloxham School should ask their contractors to submit a 

quote for the work on the Parish Council land, as it would be far easier if the same contractor did 
all of the work.  

 
 The Chairman also reported that with regard to the land to the east of Jubilee Hall, at his 

request, Bloxham School had removed the hedge and dug up the whole area.  They had also 
skimmed the grass to the east of the Hall and this area could now be hard core and pebbles 
which would allow people to drive more closely to the Hall for loading and unloading. 

 
 The Chairman also advised on the internal works which had been started in the Hall, including 

the removal of the bar, access to the toilet, a new fitted kitchen and an upgrade of the water 
system.  There was another meeting of the Project Team on Thursday 5 March 2015. 

 
 The Parish Council thanked the Chairman and for all his hard work at Jubilee Hall. 

  
  Resolved that: 
 

i) the report be noted; and 
ii) Bloxham School be asked to obtain a quote from their contractors for the work to the gully 

underneath the play area at Jubilee Park.  Action GM 
 
 v) Sustainable Communities Act – The Clerk reported that she had been contacted by the Clerk at 

Bodicote Parish Council with regard to the Sustainable Communities Act.  The Act could be 
used by local councils to have the right of appeal with regard to planning applications, in much 
the same way that developers could appeal a planning decision. 
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  A meeting was being held on Monday 9 March 2015 at 1030am with other Parish Councils in the 

area and more details would be provided to the Parish Council at the next meeting. 
 
  Resolved that the report be noted.  
 
134/14 FINANCE 
 

i) Accounts for Payment – The Clerk submitted to the Parish Council, the accounts to be paid. 
 

Resolved that the following accounts be approved for payment:  
 

Payments Amount Cheque No. 
   
Theresa Goss – Salary for March 2015 £631.38 801 
Theresa Goss – Expenses for March 2015 £30.64 801 
Katherine Mills – Salary for February 2015 £129.13 802 
HMRC – Monthly Payment for Salaries £194.88 803 
Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund – 
Clerks’ Pension 

£189.90 804 

PW Fire – Locks and key cutting for Jubilee Hall 
(the Parish Council to be reimbursed by the 
Jubilee Park Management Committee) 

£106.77 805 

TS Plumbing and Heating – Supply & fit kitchen at 
Jubilee Hall 

£3358.40 806 

Mr G Mollard – Cooker for Jubilee Hall £399.99 807 
Oxfordshire County Council – Room Hire £26.00 808 

 
ii) Bank Reconciliation - Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation as at 

2 March 2015 for the Bank of Ireland bank accounts. 
 
  Resolved that the bank reconciliation be noted. 
 

iii) New Homes Bonus 2015/2016 – The Chairman reported that Cherwell District Council had 
tasked the Parish Council how the New Homes Bonus for 2015/2016 would be spent in the 
village.  There was £18,968 available to Bloxham for next year. 

 
  Resolved that the New Homes Bonus of £18,968 for 2015/2106 be spent on the works at 

Jubilee Hall.  Action TG 
 
135/14 VILLAGE MATTERS 
 

i) Bloxham Recreation Ground Trustees – Prior to the meeting, the notes of a meeting held with 
the Trustees had been circulated to the Parish Council.  The Councillors felt that it had been a 
positive meeting and the Parish Council was pleased with the notes which had been provided by 
the Trustees. 

 
There were still some vacancies for Trustees as there should be eight in total.  The Parish 
Council offered to assist the existing Trustees with recruiting some more volunteers and the 
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Parish Council also offered to appoint one or two Parish Councillors as a support to the 
Trustees.  
 
As this meeting had been a positive step towards the Parish Council working with the Trustees, 
it was suggested that a further meeting be set up to build upon this, after the Trustees had met 
on 17 March 2015. 
 

  Resolved that: 
 

1) the report be noted; 
2) the Parish Council to offer to assist the existing Trustees with finding new Trustees; and  

Action GM/TG 
3) a further meeting be set up between the Parish Council and the Trustees.  Action GM/TG 

 
ii) Annual Parish Meeting (APM) – The Chairman reported that the APM was being held on 

Thursday 23 April 2015, at 7.30pm at the Lecture Theatre at Warriner School. 
 
John Groves had been invited to attend the APM and would do a short presentation on the 
BNDP. 
 
The Chairman suggested that there could also be short presentations with regard to the circular 
walk and also from Warriner School as it was considering changing to an Academy. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
1) the report be noted; 
2) Des Jones and Alan Mole be asked to make a presentation at the APM on the circular 

walk; and  Action GM 
3) Dr Annabel Kay be asked to make a presentation at the APM on the school changing to 

Academy status.  Action TG  
 

iii) Village Groups – Councillor Gloria Lester-Stevens reported that the St Mary’s Thursday Club 
was looking to recruit a cook. 

 
  Resolved that the report be noted. 
  

iv) The Slade – Prior to the meeting, Councillor Stephen Phipps had circulated a progress report 
with regard to The Slade.   
 
There were still a number of issues which needed to be addressed and as reported earlier, 
Councillor Kieron Mallon would be chasing this up with the County Council. 
 
Advice had also been sought from the Parish Council’s insurance company and a policy could 
not be taken out to insure the Parish Council if the works to the culverts were not undertaken 
before the transfer was completed. 

 
  Resolved that:  
 

1) the report be noted; and 
2) Councillor Stephen Phipps, Jenny Yates and Geoff Mollard to meet and agree a way 

forward for The Slade.  Action JY/GM 
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v) First Aid Course – The Clerk reported that all fourteen places on the course had been filled and 

there was now a reserve list.  She suggested that the Parish Council may wish to consider 
running another course as this one had proved very popular. 

 
  Resolved that: 
 

1) the report be noted; and 
2) another first aid course be arranged with St John Ambulance for June 2015.  Action TG 

 
vi) Red Lion – Councillor Robert Giles had reported prior to the meeting, that more volunteers were 

still needed to join the Steering Group.   
 
  Resolved that the report be noted. 
 
 vii) Youth Club – There was no report from the Youth Club.  However, the Chairman advised that 

the storage container stored at Jubilee Park was no longer fit for purpose and would be either 
replaced or removed.  The Youth Club would need to make alternative arrangements for their 
equipment.  

 
  Resolved that the report be noted. 
 
136/14 CORRESPONDENCE – There were no further items of correspondence.  
 
 Resolved that the report be noted.   
 
137/14 MEETING DATES 
 
 Resolved that it be noted that, future meeting dates for Bloxham Parish Council were as stated 

below.  They would all commence at 7.30pm (unless stated otherwise) in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, 
Bloxham, and reference should be made to the agenda prior to the meeting: 

  
13 April 2015 
23 April 2015 (Annual Parish Meeting, venue to be confirmed) 
11 May 2015 
1 June 2015 

 
138/14 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 
 

1. Sustainable Communities Act 
 
 

 (The meeting closed at 10.00pm) 
 

________________________________ 
 Chairman  

13 April 2015 


