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BLOXHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  
ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS, BLOXHAM ON MONDAY 11 MAY 2015 AT 7.30PM 

  
PRESENT:   Councillors Mary Groves, Patricia Hopkins, Gloria Lester-Stevens, Stephen Phipps, Nick Rayner, 

Andrew Taplin and Jenny Yates.   
   
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Theresa Goss (Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer), District Councillors 
Christine Heath and Lynda Thirzie-Smart and John Groves BNDP Co-ordinator and three member of the 
public. 
    
APOLOGIES:  Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillors Robert Giles, Geoff Mollard 
(Chairman) and Stephen Phipps and these were approved.  
 
The Vice-Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded the Councillors and the public that 
recording of the meeting was permitted.  However, she asked that should anyone wish to record the 
proceedings, could they please advise the Parish Council so that this could be facilitated. 
 
1/15 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN – Councillor Geoff Mollard was appointed as Chairman for 

2015/2016. 
 
2/15 APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN – Councillor Jenny Yates was appointed as Vice-Chairman for 

2015/2016. 
 
3/15 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest 
 
 Resolved that the interests be noted.   
 
4/15 MINUTES - The minutes of the meeting held on 13 April 2015 were taken as read and duly adopted 

and signed by the Vice-Chairman. 
 
 Resolved that the minutes be approved. 
 
5/15 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 13 APRIL 2015   
 
 Minute Number 140/14 - Multi-Use Sports Facility at Warriner School – The Warriner School had 

confirmed that the School, not the Farm Trust, owned the land where the new facility would be built.  A 
planning application had now been submitted to Cherwell District Council. 

 
 Minute Number 141/14 - Bovis Homes - Thames Water still wanted more information before they 

would agree the planning application conditions.  There would soon be a meeting between Cherwell 
District Council (CDC) and Thames Water and the Parish Council was awaiting the outcome of that 
meeting.  The Clerk would contact Caroline Ford at the end of this week to ask for a progress report.  
Action TG 

 
 Also, there had not been any confirmation as to where the footpath on the site ended.  Caroline Ford 

had been emailed about this and it had also been raised at the Parish Council’s Planning Committee 
meeting.   
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 Minute Number 146/14 Parish Liaison Meeting (PLM) – The meeting at Cherwell District Council was 
being held on Wednesday 10 June 2015 at 6.30pm.  Councilor Jenny Yates would be attending, but 
Councillor Stephen Phipps could no longer make it. Councillors Andy Taplin, Gloria Lester-Stevens 
and Mary Groves would try and make the meeting. 

 
 Minute Number 146/14 Jubilee Park Management Committee (JPMC) – A letter from the JPMC to 

Bloxham School about the barbed wire fence had not yet been sent.  The Chairman had asked the 
Clerk and Councillor Jenny Yates to send a letter this week. Action TG/JY 

 
 Minute Number 141/14 Tadmarton Road Ditch – Councillor Gloria Lester-Stevens reported that the 

County Council had not cleared the ditch outside of the Primary School and it was still very 
overgrown.  There was also a tree in the ditch further up Tadmarton Road on opposite side, and that 
had not yet been removed either.   The Clerk agreed to chase this up with Gordon Kelman at 
Oxfordshire County Council.  Action TG 

 
 Minute Number 146/14 (ii) – Councillor Sue Slater reported that the drains in Queen Street had not 

been cleared.  The Clerk agreed to contact the County Council again about this matter.  Action TG    
   
 Resolved that the report be noted.   
 
6/15 RESIDENTS’ ISSUES – Councillor Mary Groves asked whether the grass cutting contractor was 

cutting the grass in Gascoigne Way.  The Clerk confirmed that it was part of the contact but would 
seek confirmation from Nigel Prickett that it was being completed.  Action TG 
 
Councillor Gloria Lester–Stevens reported that a resident had contacted her to ask the Parish Council 
to put a note in the Broadsheet asking residents to be considerate to fellow villagers and to cut back 
trees which overhang the footpaths, clear up their dogs’ mess and park on roads, not on pavements.  
Parking on pavements hinders wheel chairs users, push chairs users and those people who were 
visually impaired.  All of these matters reduced the enjoyment of other villagers.  It was agreed that a 
note would go in the Broadsheet within the Parish Council notes of the meeting.  Action TG  
 

 Resolved that the reports be noted.  
 
7/15 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS - Prior to the meeting, District 

Councillor Lynda Thirzie-Smart had circulated her report to the Parish Council.   
 
 There was no report from County Councillor Kieron Mallon. 
 
 Councillor Christine Heath reported that with regard to the Yeomans Garage site, she had spoken to 

Caroline Ford at CDC and the application might be withdrawn, therefore, it would not be going to the 
Planning Committee next week.  Councillor Heath understood that the applicant was waiting for a 
flooding report but Caroline Ford had not been in the office that day, so she could not get confirmation 
of this. If the application was re-submitted it would not be in its present form.  Caroline Ford had 
advised that the application should be withdrawn as it would be recommended for refusal by the 
Officers and it should be resubmitted once the flooding report had been received.  

 
 With regard to the planning applications for 1 Hyde Grove and Bloxham Mill, Councillor Heath had 

received an email from Bob Duxbury at CDC stating that they would both be considered by the 
Planning Committee on Thursday 21 May 2015.  Bloxham Mill would be recommended for refusal and 
Hyde Grove would be recommended for approval by the Officers.  Councillor Heath would be 
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proposing to the Planning Committee that it attended a site visit for 1 Hyde Grove as Councillors at 
CDC needed to see the site before a decision was made.   

 
 With regard to Bloxham Mill, Councillor Jenny Yates would be attending a meeting tomorrow with 

Councillor Heath and Ray Avery from Bloxham Mill.  Councillor Heath felt that as the application would 
be creating employment opportunities, it should be encouraged, however she acknowledged that the 
proposal was bigger than it should be.  Councillor Heath hoped that Mr Avery would be open to ideas 
to try and ensure that the application could be approved.     

  
 Councillor Jenny Yates asked whether the applications from Cala Homes and Taylor Wimpey would 

be called-in to the CDC Planning Committee.  Councillor Heath reported that planning applications 
which were over 10 houses were automatically submitted to the Planning Committee.  The Parish 
Council had asked for an extension to the deadline for making comments on the Cala Homes 
application.   Councillor Yates also reported that the residents of Crab Tree Close were being very 
supportive and would be objecting to the development.   

 
 The District Councillors were thanked for their reports. 
  
 Resolved that: 
 

1) the report be noted; and 
2) it be noted that noted no report had been received from County Councillor Kieron Mallon. 

 
8/15 PLANNING  
 

i) Planning Applications - Councillor Jenny Yates reported on the planning applications which had 
been considered by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee since the last meeting.   
 

  Resolved that the planning applications and reports be noted. 
 

ii) Results of Planning Applications - Councillor Jenny Yates reported to the Parish Council on 
results of applications which had been determined by Cherwell District Council’s Planning 
Committee.    

 
   Resolved that the results of the planning applications determined by Cherwell District Council, 

be noted. 
 

iii) Planning Matters – The Parish Council received the following updates:  
 

 The Parish Council had been supporting the residents with regard to the application in 
Hyde Grove and it would be helpful if photos of the site were submitted to CDC’s Planning 
Committee.  Objectors should also pursue the argument about the ‘right to light’ aspect of 
application.   
 

 With regard to Bovis, the outstanding matters which needed to be addressed included 
drainage and the footpath exit.  The main issue was that the conditions were not being 
met in a timely fashion and this was causing a number of problems. 
 

 With regard to the Taylor Wimpey and Cala Homes applications, the Parish Council would 
be objecting to both of them.   
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 Councillor Sue Slater reported that there had been a useful meeting with Thames Water 
and the Environment Agency.  The Parish Council had learnt that Thames Water was also 
having problems with Bovis at Longford Park around drainage and other matters, so there 
would be a meeting with CDC about Wellington Park.   

 
Thames Water would be taking responsibility for all private pumping stations, however, the 
company was not sure where they all were located. 
 
The Environment Agency was also planning a study on how to implement a strategy to 
mitigate the flooding from Bloxham Brook, however it would take six years to complete.  
Two years would be in planning stage and they would also be looking to retain water 
further up the Brook.  The Slade may also be included in that study too.  The Parish 
Council would be monitoring the progress of the study. 
 

 Councillor Jenny Yates reported that a meeting with Thames Valley Police did not go 
ahead and it had now been cancelled on two occasions.  The Clerk would be writing to 
Thames Valley Police.   
 

 Traffic survey – The traffic survey had been postponed due to the General Election, 
however a meeting was now due to held on 19 May 2015 in Chipping Norton, arranged by 
the County Council.  Councillor Yates would be attending this meeting and would report 
back in due course.  However it was likely that the Parish Council would now undertake 
the survey with the other Parish Councils in the area and not involve the County Council, 
as had been the original plan. 

 
Resolved that: 

 
1) the report be noted; and 
2) a letter be sent to Thames Valley Police with regard to the cancellation of the 

meetings with the Parish Councils.  Action TG 
 
9/15 BLOXHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (BNDP) – John Groves reported that work 

was continuing on the BNDP and he would give a full report at the next meeting. 
 

  John was thanked by the Parish Council for all his hard work on the Plan. 
 
  Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
10/15 PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
 

i) Parish Council Vacancy – The Parish Council considered two applications for co-option onto the 
Parish Council.  The applicants were Tom Smith and Gillian Roberts, both residents of the 
village.  Both applicants had circulated information to the Parish Council about why they wished 
to be a Councillor. 
 
Gillian Roberts reported that she was a relative newcomer to the village and had been in 
Bloxham for about three and a half years.  She had applied for the position as she wanted to join 
in with the community and support the village.   
 
Tom Smith reported that he had lived here all his life.  He had applied for the position because 
he wanted to be involved in the village and the surrounding areas.   
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As there was only one position, it was suggested that one of the applicants could be co-opted 
onto the Parish Council and the other could be co-opted onto two Committees. 
 
Therefore, it was proposed that Tom Smith be co-opted onto the Parish Council and he would 
also become a member of the Environment Committee and the Planning & Strategy Committee.  
It was also proposed that Gillian Roberts be co-opted onto the Environment Committee and 
Planning & Strategy Committee. 

 
Resolved that: 
 
1) Tom Smith be co-opted onto the Parish Council and he would become a member of the 

Environment and Planning & Strategy Committee; and 
2) Gillian Roberts be co-opted onto the Environment and Planning and Strategy Committees. 

 
  The Vice-Chairman thanked them both for attending the meeting and taking an interest in the 

Parish Council and the village. 
 

ii) Appointment of Committees and Chairmen – The Parish Council discussed the Committee 
memberships and Chairmen for 2015/2016. 

 
 Resolved that the Committees and Chairmen be approved as follows: 

 
Environment   Resources   Planning and Strategy  
Nick Rayner – Chairman Nick Rayner   Gillian Roberts 
Paddy Hopkins  Jenny Yates   Tom Smith 
Gloria Lester-Stevens  Andrew Taplin – Chairman Mary Groves 
Geoff Mollard   Geoff Mollard   Caroline Hone  
Robert Giles   Robert Giles   Stephen Phipps 
Tom Smith   Mary Groves   Paddy Hopkins 
Gillian Roberts   Stephen Phipps  Sue Slater – Joint Chairman 

   Jenny Yates – Joint Chairman  
           Gloria Lester-Stevens 
 

iii) Appointments on Outside Bodies – The Parish Council discussed the appointments to outside 
bodies. 

 
 Resolved that the appointments be approved as follows: 
 
Bloxfest:       Councillor Mary Groves 
Flooding:       Councillor Gloria Lester-Stevens 
Jubilee Park Management Committee: Councillor Geoff Mollard 
NAGS:      Councillor Mary Groves 
BNDP:  Councillors Stephen Phipps, Geoff Mollard, Susan 

Slater and Jenny Yates 
Youth Club: Councillor Caroline Hone 
St Mary’s Thursday Club  Councillor Gloria Lester-Stevens 
The Slade  Councillor Stephen Phipps 
Recreation Ground Support  Geoff Mollard, Sue Slater, Stephen Phipps, Jenny 

Yates and John Groves 
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iv) Committee Minutes and Recommendations.   
 

1) Environment Committee – Councillor Nick Rayner advised that there had not been a 
meeting of the Committee since the last meeting on the Parish Council. The next meeting 
was being held on Thursday 14 May 2015. 
 

  Resolved that the report be noted.  
 

2) Resources Committee – The Chairman reported that there had not been a meeting of the 
Resources Committee since the last meeting of the Parish Council.  The next meeting was 
scheduled for 18 June 2015. 

 
 Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

3) Planning Committee – Prior to the meeting, the minutes of the meeting held on 16 April 
2015 and 5 May 2015 had been circulated to the Parish Council.  The next meeting was 
scheduled for Thursday 21 May 2015. 

  
  Resolved that the minutes be noted;    
 

v) Drop-in and Chat – The last session of the Drop-In and Chat, had been held on Saturday 9 May 
2015 at Bloxfest.   

 
The next sessions were being held as follows: 
 

  Saturday 13 June 2015 – Councillors Gloria Lester-Stevens and Robert Giles 
  Saturday 11 July 2015 – Councillors Nick Rayner and Mary Groves 
 

Resolved that: 
 
1) the report be noted; and 
2) the rota be amended to include Tom Smith.  Action TG 
  

v) Jubilee Park Management Committee – The Vice-Chairman reported that the refurbishment 
works was on-going at the Hall.  A new floor had been laid in the main hall, a new kitchen and 
appliances had been installed, as well as new curtains, tables and chairs 
 
The Parish Council thanked the Jubilee Park Management Committee and the Project Group for 
all their work at the Hall.  
 

  Resolved that the report be noted; 
 

vi) Ellen Hinde Hall – The Parish Council had received a letter from Ellen Hinde Hall thanking the 
Council for its £1000 grant and asking for the Parish Council’s approval for Ellen Hinde Hall to 
use some of its grants from previous years for their Viridor application.  The Parish Council was 
also asked if it had a copy of the Deed of Gift which had been signed by Dennis Alfred Percy in 
August 1947. 

 
With regard to the grant, the Parish Council asked why the grants which had been allocated in 
previous years had not been spent on the projects which had been stated on the application 
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forms.  The Clerk was asked to follow this up with Carmen Guard, Secretary and Trustee for 
Ellen Hinde Hall. 

 
It was also highlighted that the Hall would be received a share of the New Homes Bonus, so 
would be receiving around £5000. 
 
Councillor Jenny Yates reported that she had looked through the Parish Council files and had 
not been able to locate a copy of the Deed of Gift.  Councillor Sue Slater suggested that the 
Charity Commission may have a copy and she was requested to follow this up on behalf of the 
Parish Council. 

 
  Resolved that: 
 

1) Ellen Hinde Hall be contacted and asked about their previous grants and why the money 
had not been spent on the projects listed on their application form;  Action TG 

2) Councillor Sue Slater to contact the Charity Commission with regard to the Deed of Gift; 
and Action SS 

3) this item be deferred to the next meeting.  Action TG 
 
11/15 FINANCE 
 

i) Accounts for Payment – The Clerk submitted to the Parish Council, the accounts to be paid. 
 

Resolved that: 
 
1)   the following accounts be approved for payment: 
 

Payments Amount Cheque No. 

   

Theresa Goss – Salary for May 2015 £890.50 846 

Theresa Goss – Expenses for May 2015 £24.57 846 

Katherine Mills – Salary for April 2015 £72.02 847 

Katherine Mills – Expenses for April 2015 £39.98 847 

Broker Network Ltd – Parish Council 
Insurance 

£511.15 848 

Oxfordshire County Council Pension Scheme 
– May 2015 

£189.90 849 

Seckington and Whitehead Ltd – Works at 
Jubilee Park to the drainage 

£262.55 851 

HMRC Payment for May 2015 £402.68 852 

NALC – LCR Magazine Subscription £17.00 853 

CPRE – Annual Subscription £36.00 854 

NR Prickett – Grass cutting for April 2015 £1218.00 855 

Oxfordshire County Council – Room Hire at 
Warriner School 

£53.00 856 

Bloxham Mill Ltd – Room Hire £36.00 857 

Jenny Yates – Stationery for Recreation 
Survey at Bloxfest 

£97.31 858 
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2) at each meeting, there be a colour coding system so it is clear whether payments are 
budgeted for or not;  Action TG  

 
3) the payment of £100 plus VAT for the works to the Church clock be agreed.  Action TG 
  

ii) Bank Reconciliation - Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation as at 
11 May 2015 for the Bank of Ireland bank accounts. 

 
  Resolved that the bank reconciliation be noted. 
 

iii) Accounts 2014/2015 
 

a) Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2015 
 

 The Parish Council considered the Statement of Accounts (Section 1) and the Statement 
of Assurance (Section 2).   

 
 Resolved that these be approved and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.  Action 

TG 
  

b) End of Year Accounts as at 31 March 2015 
 

 The Parish Council considered the Receipts & Payments Account as at 31 March 2015.   
 

 Resolved that these be approved and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.  Action 
TG 

 
iv) Internal Audit Report 2014/2015 - Prior to the meeting, the Internal Auditor’s report had been 

circulated to the Parish Council.  There were two recommendations relating to the signing of 
cheque stubbs and completing an annual review on the effectiveness of internal audit.   

 
 The Parish Council thanked the Clerk for her work on the accounts and the internal audit. 
 
 Resolved that the report and the recommendations be noted.  
 

12/15 VILLAGE MATTERS 
 

i) Bloxham Recreation Ground Trustees – The Vice-Chairman reported that there had been a 
meeting on 20 April 2015 with the trustees and their notes had had been circulated to the Parish 
Council.   
 
The Vice-Chairman highlighted that within the notes, there was a reference to the trustees 
making the final decision with regard to the type of any equipment which was installed in the 
Recreation Ground, and she felt that this had not been agreed at the meeting. 
 
The questionnaire at Bloxfest had received some good comments on the type equipment that 
residents would like to see at Jubilee Park and the Recreation Ground and there was a general 
feeling that both needed a facelift.   
 
The Parish Council was pleased that it was working positively with the Recreation Ground 
Trustees on this matter, as well as the Jubilee Park Management Committee. 
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It was hoped that the new equipment could be funded from Section 106 money, however if this 
was not the case, there would need to be some fundraising activities. 
 
Councillor Sue Slater reported that it had been agreed at the meeting that there would be new 
Trustees and there would also be a sub-group to look at the play equipment.  Work was on-
going with the Fields-In-Trust 
 
 Resolved that the report be noted.  

 
ii) Circular Walk – The Vice-Chairman reported that work on the Walk was almost complete.  The 

Parish Council was waiting for confirmation in writing from the four land owners that they were 
happy for the Walk to cross over their land.  Two of the land owners were still to respond. An 
application for grant funding would be submitted to TOE2 for works to the kissing gates and 
stiles.  The Parish Council expressed its thanks to Geoff Mollard, Des Jones and Alan Mole for 
all their work on the Circular Walk.   
 
It was also suggested that in the brochure about the Circular Walk, it should state that the walk 
had been established because local land owners had given permission for the Walk to cross 
their land.  Therefore, walkers should be asked to respect the land and keep it clean and tidy 
and close gateways. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
iii) The Slade – Prior to the meeting, Councillor Stephen Phipps had circulated a report on The 

Slade.  The Parish Council’s Solicitor had been instructed to contact Oxfordshire County 
Council’s (OCC) solicitors in order to expedite the transfer of The Slade to the Parish Council 
together with a sum of money of £5000, for works to the headwalls and the culverts. 
 
The transfer, including the £5000, had been discussed with Gordon Hunt at OCC who had 
recommended that these monies be given to the Parish Council and he had copied the 
correspondence to OCC’s solicitors. These monies were the solution to OCC’s difficulty in 
finding a contractor to do the work, which it had previously agreed would be completed prior to 
the transfer. The Parish Council would use these monies to cover the cost of the work as 
Councillors were aware of suitable people to complete it, plus there were a number of willing 
volunteers. 
 
Councillor Stephen Phipps was thanked for all of his work on The Slade.   
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

iv) Parish Liaison Meeting (PLM) – The Vice-Chairman advised the Parish Council that the Parish 
Liaison Meeting was being held on 10 June 2015 asked that the following requests be sent to 
Cherwell District Council: 

 

 CDC to provide the Parish Council with a list of which Parish Councils had requested the 
items for the PLM agenda;  
 

 ‘The level of confidence Parish Councils have in the Planning Department had diminished 
in recent months. The Parish Council seeks assurance that the planning officers had the 
resources available to them to ensure that all the applications, that had been granted 
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approval and have conditions set, would have those conditions fully applied and 
monitored. Bloxham Parish Council seeks a full and frank discussion with Cherwelll 
District Council as to how the department functions and what its’ priorities were. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted and the above requests be submitted to Cherwell District 
Council.  Action TG 
 

v) Village Groups – Councillor Mary Groves reported that Bloxfest had gone very well and had 
been well attended.  There had been a few issues with behavior outside of Bloxfest, but this was 
nothing to do with the festival itself.   
 
Sian Phillips was meeting with CDC and Thames Valley Police to discuss these issues and the 
problems appeared to be that alcohol had been obtained by underage children.  
 
The Vice-Chairman reported that Thames Valley Police had been advised that Jubilee Park was 
a target for young people whilst Bloxfest was on and they needed to be more proactive than 
reactive.  It had also been commented that there were not enough litter bins. 
 
Councillor Gloria Lester-Stevens reported that the St Mary’s Thursday Club had appointed an 
assistant and the transport problems had been overcome for the moment.  Councillor Lester-
Stevens was thanked for her work at the Club. 
 
Councillor Patricia Hopkins reported that the Senior Citizens’ Club had ten new members and 
there were now 45 members in total.  There outings had started and their holiday was in June.   

 
  Resolved that the reports be noted. 
  

vi) Red Lion – There was no further update on the Red Lion.   
 

  Resolved that the report be noted.   
 

vii) Youth Club – There was no further update on the Youth Club. 
 

  Resolved that the report be noted. 
 
13/15 CORRESPONDENCE – The Clerk circulated a copy of Countryside Voice from CPRE. 
 
 Resolved that the report be noted.   
 
14/15 MEETING DATES 
 
 Resolved that it be noted that, future meeting dates for Bloxham Parish Council were as stated 

below.  They would all commence at 7.30pm (unless stated otherwise) in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, 
Bloxham, and reference should be made to the agenda prior to the meeting: 

  
1 June 2015 
6 July 2015 
3 August 2015 
7 September 2015 
5 October 2015 
2 November 2015 
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7 December 2015 
 

(The meeting closed at 9.30pm) 
 

________________________________ 
 Chairman  

1 June 2015 


