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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  
ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS BLOXHAM ON MONDAY 3 AUGUST 2015 AT 7.30PM 
  
PRESENT:   Councillor Geoff Mollard (Chairman); Councillors Robert Giles, Mary Groves, Patricia Hopkins, 

Gloria Lester-Stevens, Stephen Phipps, Nick Rayner, Sue Slater, Tom Smith, Andrew Taplin and 
Jenny Yates.   

   
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Katherine Mills (Administration Assistant), District Councillor Christine Heath, John 
Groves BNDP Co-ordinator and County Councillor Kieron Mallon. Four members of the public were also 
present. 
    
APOLOGIES:  Apologies were received from District Councillor Lynda-Thirzie-Smart and these were 
accepted.  
 
Councillor Caroline Hones was not present. 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded the Councillors and the public that recording 
of the meeting was permitted.  However, he asked that should anyone wish to record the proceedings, could 
they please advise the Parish Council so that this could be facilitated. 
 
40/15 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest. 
 
 Resolved that the interests be noted.   
 
41/15 MINUTES - The minutes of the meeting held on 6 July 2015 were taken as read and duly adopted and 

signed by the Chairman. 
 
 Resolved that the minutes be approved. 
 
42/15 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 6 JULY 2015   
 
 Minute Number 5/15 – Tadmarton Road Ditch – Councillor Gloria Lester-Stevens reported that the 

ditch on Tadmarton Road had now been cleared.  Gordon Kelman had advised that once an estimate 
had been received the collapsed block work holding the pipes which feed Bloxham brook, located 
opposite the site of the old Yeomans garage, would be removed later this week. He also advised that 
the blocks were not needed so would not be replaced. 

 
 Minute Number 38/15 – Correspondence. The Parish Council had written to all the shop owners 

regarding the litter in general and the cages in front of shop shops. The Parish Council had since 
received a letter from the Post Office who advised that they had plans to remove the packaging in 
front of the shop which was to be recycled. Hunts Kitchen had responded to the effect that they kept 
their frontage clear but that the cigarette butts could be related to the other shops. The Clerk would 
follow up the issue of litter with the Cooperative.  Councillor Stephen Phipps queried if planning 
permission was required for the signage in front of the shops and the red shutters as the shops were 
in the conservation area. Councillor Sue Slater also advised that metal trolleys and crates were 
obstructing some of the parking spaces in front of the shops. The Clerk would investigate the planning 
requirements. Action TG 

  
 Resolved that the report be noted.   
 
43/15 RESIDENTS’ ISSUES  
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 A resident asked for the views of the Parish Council on the purchase of a village bus for the joint use 
of village clubs and associations who would fund the service. He suggested that a joint committee be 
formed with a representative from each club and the Parish Council. The Chairman considered this to 
be a positive idea but queried the issue of maintenance and storage of the bus. County Councillor 
Kieron Mallon advised that other clubs were also facing the same transport issues and that with 
possible further cuts to subsidised bus services the problem was likely to increase. He would 
investigate to see if there were any suitable buses available in the area and would report back to the 
Parish Council. It was noted that a standard driver’s licence would apply to a vehicle with up to 12 
seats but anything above that number would require an additional licence. 

 
 Resolved that the report be noted.  
 
 A resident addressed the issue of communication between the Red Lion committee and the village 

residents. The Parish Council agreed to bring forward this item on the agenda. 
 
 As a supporter of the Red Lion project the resident was concerned about the lack of available 

information on progress with the project and enquired if another meeting was scheduled for the near 
future. Although not a member of the Red Lion Steering committee, Councillor Robert Giles had 
liaised with the committee and reported that the members were also frustrated at the lack of 
information from Fullers. The latest update concerned a 3rd bid to purchase the property and restore it 
as a pub and restaurant; the Red Lion committee would support this proposal if it went ahead. 
However, as this was not confirmed the committee was still continuing with a valuation to assess the 
cost of restoring the property and the value of the building with a view to putting in an offer to Fullers. 
The ACV had been renewed on the 20 July but this would not prohibit the purchase of the property as 
a pub and in this case all raised village funds would be returned to the donors.  

 
 Councillor Robert Giles would put forward a request to the Red Lion committee for a fortnightly bullet 

point report on progress to be communicated to the village and for a meeting to be scheduled to 
update village residents on progress. Action: RG 

 
 Councillor Stephen Phipps queried if the garden area of the pub now had Garden Heritage Asset 

status. The Clerk would contact CDC to request an update. Action: TG 
 
 Resolved that the report be noted. 
 
 Councillor Jenny Yates reported that a village resident has queried if the Dog Warden had fined any 

dog fouling offenders. Chairman Geoff Mollard reported that he had spoken to the Dog Warden who 
advised that it was hard to catch offenders, particularly as the warden had to patrol wearing the official 
uniform. The Chairman had also spoken to a concerned resident in Rose Bank to inform her of the 
situation. Councillors commented that a more recent problem was full dog fouling bags being left 
hanging on trees and hedges. It was agreed that there was no easy solution to this problem which 
was a health risk to pedestrians and also a concern to farmers who had cattle and sheep in fields with 
rights of way passing through them. Residents should note that the filled dog bags can be placed in 
their green waste bin. 

 
 Resolved that the report be noted. 
 
 The Chairman thanked the members of the public for their contributions to the meeting. 
 
 
- 
44/15 VILLAGE CARETAKER  
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 The Village Caretaker, Bruno Duarte, was not present at the meeting. 
 
45/15 THE SLADE 
 Prior to the meeting Councillor Stephen Phipps had circulated his report on the Slade. 
 
 Councillor Stephen Phipps introduced Marie Jones, as Volunteer Slade Warden, who and also 

proposed that David Yates, also introduced to the council, become Volunteer Assistant Slade Warden. 
 
 Resolved that: 
 

i) David Yates be appointed as Volunteer Assistant Slade Warden 
 
Councillor Stephen Phipps reported that the transfer of the Slade and additional funding of £5,000 
from Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) to Bloxham Parish Council was now complete. A Slade 
Management Plan and a Slade Work Plan had been posted in Dropbox and Marie Jones was 
preparing a Slade Risk Assessment. This would also detail who could use which equipment, following 
their attendance at an appropriate training courses and protective equipment and clothing would be 
provided. Councillor Jenny Yates advised that the insurance company did not require a copy of the 
risk assessment if it was kept on file by the Parish Council. Councillor Stephen Phipps requested that 
this be obtained in writing and Councillor Jenny Yates would action this point. Action: JY 
 
An application for a grant from TOE2 had been submitted. The TOE2 Committee will arrange for an 
assessment to take place before the 24 August and a decision would be received from the 
organisation by the end of September.  It was noted that TOE2 requested monies should not be spent 
before receipt of grant funds and so most expenditure would be delayed until the receipt of the grant. 
This grant would be in addition to the £10,000 set aside for the Slade by the Parish Council from the 
New Homes Bonus. 
 
Marie Jones and David Yates would attend a St. Johns Ambulance course to be funded by the Parish 
Council budget for the Slade, to the estimated value of £700. Councillor Stephen Phipps proposed  
the hay meadow equipment be purchased to the estimated value of £800 from the £5,000 received 
from OCC.  
The Parish Council Clerk would book the First Aid Course following information provided by Marie 
Jones. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
i) Hay meadow equipment be funded from the monies received from OCC with the transfer of the 

Slade 
ii) The First Aid Course to be booked.    Action TG 
 
 
A report on equipment requirements would be prepared and equipment storage would be considered. 
Boundary fence and culvert repairs were a priority as were the removal of logs and work in the hay 
meadow. Councillor Phipps would contact all neighbours to the Slade to advise them of the transfer of 
land to the Parish Council. Action: SP 
 
The Parish Council recognized the time and effort put in to the transfer of the Slade by Stephen 
Phipps and thanked him for his report. Councillor Stephen Phipps also thanked Marie Jones for her  
work, he also thanked Alan Mole for his support in the TOE2 Application process. 
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45/15 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS - Prior to the meeting, District 
Councillor Lynda Thirzie-Smart had circulated her report to the Parish Council.   

 
 The Parish Council discussed the report from Councillor Lynda Thirzie-Smart regarding her comments 

on the implications for Bloxham of the CDC Local Plan and the concern for the lack of policy to 
prevent rural villages becoming an annex of local towns with new developments. Councillor Jenny 
Yates advised that the Local Plan was clear that most new development would take place in Banbury, 
Bicester and Kidlington and out of the 750 dwellings allocated to rural villages 473 had already been 
allocated leaving 277 new dwellings for rural villages.  

 
 County Councillor Kieron Mallon had nothing to report to the Parish Council.   
 
 District Councillor Chris Heath had nothing to report. 
  
 The District Councillors were thanked for their reports. 
  
 Resolved that the reports be noted.  
 
46/15 PLANNING  
 

i) a report on planning applications and decisions by Cherwell District Council had been circulated 
prior to the meeting and could be accessed in Dropbox. 
  

  Resolved that the planning applications and decisions be noted. 
 

ii) Planning Matters – The Parish Council received the following updates: 
 

• Cole and Sons had applied for the construction of a large hay store and this was going 
before the CDC Planning Committee.    
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

• The Planning committee was requesting District Councillor Chris Heath to call in the 
application for a separate dwelling at 30 Brookside Close and for the Yeoman’s Garage 
application if the Planning Officers wanted to approve the applications. 

 
 Resolved that the report be noted.   
 

• A report on the update on planning matters had been tabled for the meeting and is added as 
an appendix to these minutes. 

 
 Resolved that the report be noted 
 

iii) Traffic survey – The Parish Council received the following updates: 
 

• OCC had advised the Parish Council that they would not carry out a traffic survey on the 
A361 as no funds were available to carry out any mitigation measures required following the 
survey. The Parish Council found this to be very disappointing particularly as they had been 
waiting for a response from OCC since December 2014. Councillors were approached by 
residents on a regular basis who voiced concerns regarding the heavy traffic travelling 
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through the village and councillors felt that the traffic survey would provide concrete 
evidence to inform residents of the traffic situation.  
 
 The Parish Council addressed County Councillor Kieron Mallon to query if OCC had 
requested funds allocated by the central government for traffic surveys. County Councillor 
Kieron Mallon advised that he would continue to fight for resources but that the financial 
situation of the council was very bad and was unlikely to improve. 
 
Chairman Geoff Mollard referred to the 106 monies that OCC had required to carry out a 
survey of the mini roundabout and requested that this funding be used for the traffic survey. 
 
Following a lengthy and heated discussion the Parish Council concluded that they did not 
accept that funds were not available for the traffic survey and that 106 monies set aside by 
developments in Bloxham should be used to fund the survey. The Parish Council requested 
that County Councillor Kieron Mallon take the request to OCC and report back to the Parish 
Council. Action KM 
 
Resolved that the report be noted 

 
iv) Geo Mapping - The Parish Council received the following updates: 

• Councillor Jenny Yates had attended two seminars. A report on the NALC seminar and the 
future of Parish Councils had been circulated. The DCLG and local government think tanks 
and central government were looking to Parish Councils to take on more responsibility for 
local services. Work was required to understand what is a Parish Council, what are its 
responsibilities and what support does it receive. It was possible that in the future Parish 
Councils may be asked take on the responsibility of smaller planning applications which was 
a major responsibility. 

• Councillor Jenny Yates had also attended a Parish Online seminar regarding Geo Mapping. 
She concluded that it was a positive idea but expensive and suggested it may be something 
that could be done via CDC.  

• NALC was organizing a seminar on Planning but it was expensive at £100 per person. 
Councillor Jenny Yates proposed contacting NALC to request a reduction in the cost. 
Action: TG 

  
47/15 BLOXHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (BNDP) – John Groves reported that the 

final version of the Plan was ready for approval by the Parish Council although some scope for minor 
proof reading changes following approval by the Parish Council tonight would be required. The BNDP 
documents could be accessed in Dropbox.  John Groves ran through the 4 main themes of the BNDP 
as follows: 

 

• Housing – how many and where and Bloxham vision of the village 

• Character – protect conservation area, views, street scenes and rural feel 

• Economy – encourage employment in the village and protect employment sites 

• Recreation – protect Jubilee park, the Recreation Ground, the Slade with Green Status. 
 

John Groves ran through possible issues at submission of the BNDP to CDC as follows: 
 

• Number of proposed new houses in the village 

• The type of development –  

• Proposed parking space requirements for new dwellings 
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John Groves also advised that varying professional advice had been received regarding the necessity 
   of a Strategic Environment Assessment (SEA). Most local councils provided the screening opinion for 

the SEA but CDC did not. It was agreed that as emails had been received from consultants advising 
that a SEA was not required the BNDP should be submitted without one. If, during the 6 week 
consultation period it became apparent that an SEA was required John Groves could proceed and 
obtain an SEA using budgeted funds for the BNDP. 

 
 Resolved that: the BNDP be approved by the Parish Council and to be submitted to Cherwell District 

Council with minor adjustments following proof reading, for a 6 week consultation period with the 
caveats that a SEA be commissioned during the consultation if necessary and proof reading be 
completed. 

 
 The consultation period of the BNDP would be flagged up at the Drop in and Chat sessions and John  

would liaise with Cherwell District Council regarding the examiner selection process and with District 
Councillor Chris Heath regarding progress made through each stage of the consultation.  
Action: JG 
 

 On behalf of the Parish Council and the village the Chairman thanked John for all of his hard work and 
dedication on the Plan. 

 
  Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
48/15 PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
 

i) Committee Minutes and Recommendations.   
 

1) Environment Committee – There had not been a meeting of the Committee since the last 
meeting of the Parish Council. 
 

  Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

2) Resources Committee – There had not been a meeting of the Committee since the last 
meeting of the Parish Council. Councillor Andrew Taplin requested that village grant 
applications be received by the Resources Committee by the 20th October 2015. 
Information to be sent to the Bloxham Broadsheet and the Banbury Guardian. Action: TG 

 
 Resolved that:  
  

3) Planning Committee – Prior to the meeting, the minutes of the meetings held on 9 July 
2015 had been circulated to the Parish Council.   

 
  Resolved that: 
 

1) the minutes be noted;  
 

ii) Drop-in and Chat – It was reported that no issues had been raised at the last session. 
 

The next drop-in and chat sessions were being held as follows: 
 

   Saturday 8 August 2015 – Councillors Tom Smith and Gloria Lester-Stevens 
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  Councillor Nick Rayner requested that the Clerk keep an updated list of the Drop in and Chat 
rota on Dropbox. Action: TG 

 
  The Chairman requested that the Drop in and Chat sessions be an item on the next full Parish 

Council agenda. Action: TG 
 
Resolved that the report be noted.  
  

ii) Jubilee Park Management Committee – The Chairman reported that the AGM and relaunch 
event had been a success. He would be having discussions with the Management Committee 
about how the Committee was working and how roles would continue to be fulfilled.  The 
Chairman felt that additional members might be invited to join the Committee now that the 
refurbishment work was almost complete and a committee meeting would be called.  

 
  Resolved that the report be noted.  

 
49/15 FINANCE 
 

i) Accounts for Payment – The Clerk submitted to the Parish Council, the accounts to be paid. 
 

Resolved that: 
 
1) the following accounts be approved for payment: 

 
Payments Amount Cheque No. 

   
Theresa Goss – Salary for August 2015 £632.39 886 
Theresa Goss – Expenses for August 2015 £55.59 886 
Katherine Mills – Salary for July 2015 £111.41 887 
HMRC Payment for August 2015 £247.65 888 
Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund – Clerks 

Pension 
£189.90 889 

Solagen – Works to the VAS on South Newington 
Road 

£412.80 890 

BDO LLP – External Audit for 2014/2105 £516.00 891 
PG Williams – Locks at Jubilee Hall £161.60 892 
Viking Direct – Stationery Order £87.68 893 
PG William – Keys for Jubilee Hall £52.00 894 

   
 
ii)   Bank Reconciliation - Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation as 

at 3 August 2015 for the Bank of Ireland bank accounts. 
 
  Resolved that the bank reconciliation be noted. 
 

iii)   External Auditors, BDO, Report 2014/2015 –the external auditors report for 2014/2015 had 
been previously circulated. The councillors considered the report to be very positive thanks to 
the hard work of the Clerk, Theresa Goss. 
 
Resolved that the external auditors report be noted. 
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iv) The maintenance work on the VAS sign was queried and a detailed breakdown would be 
requested from the company by Councillor Jenny Yates. Action: JY 
 

 
50/15 VILLAGE MATTERS 
 

i) Bloxham Recreation Ground Trustees – Chairman Geoff Mollard reported that the meeting held 
on the 29 July with the trustees and representatives from the Jubilee Park Committee had been 
positive and results of the village survey regarding recreation facilities had been discussed. The 
trustees and Jubilee Park Management Committee had agreed to work with the Parish Council 
to replace the equipment in the recreation ground and The Jubilee Park. Funding and 
maintenance issues would be addressed at a future meeting.  

 
 Resolved that the report be noted.  
 

ii) Circular Walk – The Chairman reported that 12 kissing gates had been ordered and would be 
installed on the circular walk.  The TOE2 grant had been received and leaflets had been printed. 
Once the kissing gates and badger fence had been installed the walk would be opened at the 
end of August or beginning of September.  
 
The Parish Council thanked the Chairman, Des Jones and Alan Mole for all their work on the 
Circular Work. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
 
 
iii) Village Groups – Councillor Gloria Lester Stevens advised that due to lack of transport 
the Day Centre was in danger of closing after 21 years in operation. Requests for transport had 
been made locally and all possible avenues explored but to no avail. It was estimated that a 
private ambulance service would cost approximately £90 a week. The clubs would wait for 
feedback from County Councillor Kieron Mallon on the availability of a mini bus in the area. 
Councillor Patricia Hopkins reported that the Tuesday Club faced the same problem.  
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

v) Bloxfest – Councillor Mary Groves reported that there were plans to reorganize the security at 
Bloxfest next year; entrances would be made around the village and would be monitored. 
 
 Resolved that the report be noted.  

 
 
51/15 CORRESPONDENCE 
 Litter Picker – the Parish Council had a new volunteer to litter pick around the village. 
 
 Thames Water – the Clerk had received correspondence from Thames Water to request that 

residents inform them of the location of private pumping stations which would become the 
responsibility of Thames water. 

 
 
 
52/15 MEETING DATES 
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 Resolved that it be noted that, future meeting dates for Bloxham Parish Council were as stated 
below.  They would all commence at 7.30pm (unless stated otherwise) in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, 
Bloxham, and reference should be made to the agenda prior to the meeting:  
 
7 September 2015 
5 October 2015 
2 November 2015 
7 December 2015 

 
(The meeting closed at 9.45pm) 

 
________________________________ 

 Chairman  
7 September 2015 


