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BLOXHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  

ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS, BLOXHAM ON MONDAY 5 JUNE 2017 AT 7.30PM 
  
PRESENT:    Chairman, Councillor Jenny Yates; Councillors Steve Craggs, Mary Groves, Gloria Lester-Stevens, Stephen 

Phipps, Nick Rayner, Gillian Roberts and Sue Slater.   
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Theresa Goss (Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer), District Councillors Christine Heath and 

Andrew McHugh, County Councillor Kieron Mallon and two members of the public. 
    

APOLOGIES:    Parish Councillor Tom Smith submitted his apologies because of family issues and these were accepted 

and the absence authorised.   
Parish Councillor Andrew Taplin submitted his apologies because he was on holiday and these were 
accepted and the absence authorised.   
Parish Councillor Mike Hawtin submitted his apologies because he was ill and these were accepted and 
the absence authorised.   

 
District Councillor Mike Bishop also submitted his apologies.  
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded the Councillors and the public that recording of the 
meeting was permitted.  However, she asked that should anyone wish to record the proceedings, could they please advise 
the Parish Council so that this could be facilitated. 
 
16/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest.  

 
17/17 MINUTES - The minutes of the meetings held on 8 May 2017 were taken as read and duly adopted and signed by 

the Chairman. 
 
 Minute Number 11/17 Parish Council Minutes – Councillor Stephen Phipps raised an issue with regard to the 

proposed footpath on Barford Road and he felt that the minutes of the last meeting did not reflect what had been 
discussed by the Parish Council.   

 
 The Chairman reminded Councillors that the minutes of the Parish Council meetings did not include all details of 

discussions. 
 
Councillor Phipps then proposed the following amendment: 

 
 ‘It was observed that a request had been made by the Parish Council for the footpath to be moved away from the 

edge of the road and this was queried by two members of the Parish Council because it had not been discussed in 
detail’. 

 
 The proposal was not seconded.  
 
 Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 May 2017 be approved. 

 
Proposed by Councillor Steve Craggs 
Seconded by Councillor Gloria Lester-Stevens 

 
18/17  MATTERS ARISING – There were no matters arising. 

  
19/17 PROPOSAL FOR A SKATE PARK IN BLOXHAM – Greg Harrison, resident of Bloxham, attended the meeting and 

circulated to the Parish Council, proposals for a skate park in Bloxham.  Greg circulated information providing 

various options and different suppliers of skate parks. The parks ranged in price from £50,000 to £100,000 and 
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Greg provided a plan of his suggested location for the skate park in the village.  He also gave a number of reasons 

why it would be a great asset for the village. 

 

 The Councillors were very impressed with Greg’s presentation and the information he provided.  They asked a 

number of questions which included how possible adverse behavior by users would be dealt with and highlighted 

issues such as the future maintenance costs and also the demand for such a facility in Bloxham. 

 

 With regard to funding, it was suggested that applications could be made for lottery funding as well as setting up a 

Crowd Funding page. 

 

 The Chairman thanked Greg for attending the meeting and providing an excellent presentation.  Greg left the 

meeting at this point. 

 

Resolved that: 

 

1) further details on the demand for a skate park and the maintenance costs be submitted to the Parish Council;  

Action Greg Harrison 

2) Stratford District Council and Cherwell District Council be contacted for details of the maintenance costs in 

relation to their Skate Parks; and Action TG 

3) this be discussed further at the next meeting of the Parish Council.  Action TG 

 

20/17 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS – The Chairman reported on the following: 

 Cherwell District Council’s Parish Liaison Meeting – Change of date to 21 June 2017 

 Thames Water Pumping Stations – On 1 October 2016, the law changed which meant that Thames Water 
became responsible for all eligible sewage pumping stations, in this area.  Therefore, residents were asked 
to advise Thames Water if they were aware of any private pumping stations in Bloxham. 

 

21/17 RESIDENTS’ ISSUES – Councillor Gloria Lester-Stevens reported that she had met with John Wyatt to discuss a 

proposed picnic area in the village.  Councillor Lester-Stevens would circulate by email, the details of their meeting. 

In essence, the proposal put forward seems to be to utilise land at Wyatts nursery located on Ells Lane.   

 

 Councillor Gloria Lester-Stevens also reported that signage which had been placed on the grass verges by the 

garage on the A361, was blocking the sight line for drivers when they were pulling out onto the A361.  Councillor 

Sue Slater reported that there were a number of commercial signs around the village which were located on the 

grass verges and County Councillor Kieron Mallon agreed to raise these matters with the County Council Highways 

officers.  Councillor Slater would also bring it up at the next Parish Council Planning Committee.  Action KM 

 

22/17 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – County Councillor Kieron Mallon circulated a 

report prior to the meeting.    
 
 Councillor Mallon gave an update on the issue with the width of the footpath next to Dovecote House and advised 

that the County Council could not do anything about the narrow footpaths in that area.   
 

Councillor Mallon also reported on the location of the disabled bay by the shops and that the County Council was 
not going to remove the footpath and set the bay into the parking area of the post office.    

 
Councillor Mallon also gave an update on the application for a Certificate of Lawfulness of Proposed Development 
for a dropped kerb and installation of protection mesh over grassed area in Little Green (17/00846/CLUP).  Bob 
Duxbury at Cherwell District Council would be making a decision on this early next week. 
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 It was also reported that the Postmaster was unhappy about the bollard outside the post office.  This was put in 
place to prevent vehicles being driven over the crossing to get back onto the A361. 

 
 District Councillor Andrew McHugh reported that he met with District Councillor Colin Clarke and discussed the 

issues which the Parish Council had raised regarding the Cherwell District Council planning portal. 
  

It was suggested that a meeting should be held between Colin Clarke and the Parish Council, and Councillor  
McHugh agreed to facilitate this.  

 
 District Councillor Christine Heath also reported that she had spoken to senior officers at Cherwell District Council 

about the issues the Parish Council had with the planning dept.  It was hoped that a meeting with Colin Clarke 
would resolve these issues. 

 
Resolved that: 

 
1) the report be noted; and 
2) a meeting with District Councillor Colin Clarke and the Parish Council about the issues the Parish Council 

has with the planning department, be arranged and facilitated by Councillor Andrew McHugh.  Action 
AM/TG 

 
23/17 PLANNING  

 
i) Planning Items (not covered within the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 9 May 2017) – 

Councillor Sue Slater highlighted that the Parish Council’s Planning Committee had discussed an 
application relating to a property in Brookside Way and that there were concerns raised as to how the 
Planning Officers at Cherwell District Council had interpreted and applied the policies in the Bloxham 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (BNDP).  This issue had occurred on more than one occasion and 
would be discussed during the meeting with District Councillor Colin Clarke. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted.  

 
24/17 PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 

 
i) Committee Minutes and Recommendations.   

 

 Environment Committee – Chairman of the Environment Committee, Councillor Nick Rayner 

presented to the Parish Council, the draft minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17 May 
2017. 
 

The Chairman sought the Committee's reason for choosing not to recommend registering the 
Slade as a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) with Natural England. 
 
Councillor Nick Rayner reported that it was currently shown as a having Local Green Space Status 
in the BNDP and at the moment, there were no obvious benefits put forward for registering it as a 
LNR with Natural England. 

 
Resolved that: 
 
1) the report be noted: and  
2) the recommendations be approved. 
 

 Resources Committee – In the absence of the Chairman of the Resources Committee Councillor 

Andrew Taplin, the Chairman of the Parish Council presented the draft minutes of the meeting held 
on Thursday 11 May 2017. 
 

Resolved that  
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1) the report be noted: and  
2) the recommendations be approved, with the exception of minute number 8/17, 

recommendation 3) be amended to read ‘the remaining funds of £2,722.76 be ring fenced for 
the play equipment project’. 

 

 Planning & Strategy Committee –  Chairman of the Planning and Strategy Committee, Councillor 

Sue Slater, reported to the Parish Council, the draft minutes of the Planning and Strategy 
Committee held on 9 May 2017.  The agendas and minutes for the Committee were available on 
the Parish Council web site. The next meeting was being held on Tuesday 13 June 2017. 
 

  Resolved that the draft minutes be noted. 

 

 Staffing Committee – There had not been a meeting of the Staffing Committee since the last 
meeting of the Parish Council.  The next meeting would be held on 6 July 2017.  Action TG/SS 

 
3) Reports for the Parish Council – The following reports had been circulated to the Parish Council prior to the   

 meeting. 
 

 Drop-In and Chat – Session had been held on 13 May 2017 – No members of the public attended 
and the rota for July to December 2017 would be circulated and saved in Drop Box.  The costs for an 
‘A’ board would also be investigated.  Action TG 

 

 Outstanding Issues – These had been updated in Drop Box for Councillors’ reference.  The footpath 
on Barford Road was discussed and Councillor Stephen Phipps raised his concerns about the length 
of time the project had taken to progress.  The Chairman highlighted that the project was within the 
control of the County Council and the Parish Council could not determine the timescales.   

 

 Parish Council Actions - These had been updated in Drop Box for Councillors’ reference. 
 
 Resolved that the reports be noted. 

 
25/17  FINANCE  

 
i) Accounts for Payment - The Clerk submitted to the Parish Council, the accounts for payment. 

 
Resolved that the following accounts be approved and payments made since the last meeting, be approved:  
 

Payments Amount Cheque No. 

   

Theresa Goss – Salary for June 2017 £837.73 1175 

Theresa Goss – Expenses for June 2017 £39.55 1175 

HMRC Payment for June 2017  £338.53 1176 

Olivia Williams – Salary for May 2017 £42.92 1177 

OCC Pension Fund – Clerks Pension June 2017 £259.18 1178 

Jenny Yates – 1 Gazebo, 2 tables and 4 chairs for Fun Day £239.86 1179 

Aplins – Legal work for registering Jubilee Park with the Land 

Registry 

£549.00 1180 

Ellen Hinde Hall – Section 106 Project, Internal Alterations £331.50 1181 

Nigel Prickett – Grass Cutting for May 2017 £1218.00 1182 

Oxfordshire County Council – Room hire at Bloxham Primary 

School 

£182.00 1183 

Marie Jones – Equipment for the Slade (New Homes Bonus) £494.80 1184 

Prysebros Ltd – Weed Control in Bloxham £558.00 1185 
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Jubilee Park Management Committee – Room Hire £20.00 1186 

 
Proposed by Councillor Gillian Roberts 
Seconded by Councillor Steve Craggs 

 
ii) Bank Reconciliation – Prior to the meeting, the bank reconciliation as at 5 June 2017, had been circulated to 

the Parish Council. 
 
 Resolved that the bank reconciliation, as at 5 June 2017, be noted. 

 

Proposed by Councillor Gillian Roberts 
Seconded by Councillor Steve Craggs 

 

iii)        Section 106 Funds – The Parish Council received an update on the following issues: 
 

 Projects at the Ellen Hinde Hall, the Ex-Serviceman's Hall and the play equipment projects; The 

projects were progressing and a Planning application relating to Ellen Hinde Hall had been submitted 
to Cherwell District Council to establish whether or not the proposals were permitted development.  A 
representative from the Ex-Serviceman’s Hall had met with adjacent land owners with regard to the 
boundaries.  With regard to the play equipment projects, these were progressing and there had been 
an increase in cost due to the delays with the Deeds of Variation.  New quotes for the play equipment 
for Jubilee Park had been received that day and forwarded to Glyn Williams, Chairman of the Jubilee 
Park Management Committee, to enable the JPM committee to confirm which quote they would be 
recommending to the Parish Council.    
 

 Progress of the new changing rooms and storage facilities at Jubilee Park and also the revised 
plans; The Chairman and Councillor Sue Slater had met with Glyn Williams and Bob Duxbury from 

Cherwell District Council to discuss the proposals. 
 

 Legal agreements for Ellen Hinde Hall, Ex-Serviceman’s Hall and the Recreation Ground; A draft 

agreement had been circulated, but more work was required. 
 

 Deed of Variation and amenity land relating to Miller Homes, Milton Road; Progress was very 

slow with regard to both of these projects and the Clerk was asked to chase up Amy Jones from the 
Legal Department at Cherwell District Council by email and also copy in Ian Davies. 

 
 Resolved that: 

 
1) the report be noted;  
2) Amy Jones from the Legal Department at Cherwell District Council be asked for a progress report 

relating to the deed of variation and the amenity land on the Miller Homes site; and 
3) authority be delegated to the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Clerk, in consultation with Aplins Solicitors 

to approve the final version of the legal agreements for Ellen Hinde Hall, the Ex-Serviceman’s Hall and 
the Recreation Ground projects. 

     
Proposed Councillor Steve Craggs 
Seconded Councillor Nick Rayner 

 
26/17  VILLAGE MATTERS 

 
i)           Bloxham Fun Day 10 June 2017 – Councillor Mary Groves reported that all the preparations had gone well 

and the Fun Day would be starting at 12 noon.  Bloxham School had kindly offered ten car parking spaces 
and a questionnaire about a possible library access point for the village, would be available on the day.  

 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
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ii)  Christmas Tree Festival 2017 – The Chairman reported that St Mary’s Church was again holding a Christmas 
Tree festival. 
 
Resolved that the Parish Council to enter the competition and Councillor Steve Craggs to arrange the 
decorations. Action SC 

 
iii)  Disabled Bay in High Street, Bloxham/Sustrans report – The Chairman highlighted that this matter had been 

discussed earlier in the meeting. 
 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
27/17 CORRESPONDENCE – The Chairman reported that there was currently a DCLG consultation relating to Park 

Runs which Councillors could respond to.  The Clerk advised that the issue of the trees overhanging the A361 
footpath from the garden of Humber House, had been referred to the County Council because footpaths were their 
responsibility. 

 
28/17 MEETING DATES 

   
 Resolved that it be noted that, future meeting dates for Bloxham Parish Council are as stated below.   

 
They would all commence at 7.30pm (unless stated otherwise) in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, Bloxham, and reference 
should be made to the agenda prior to the meeting:  

 

 3 July 2017 

 7 August 2017 

 4 September 2017 

 2 October 2017 

 6 November 2017 

 4 December 2017 
 

 (The meeting ended at 9.50pm) 
 
 

___________________________ 
 

Chairman – 3 July 2017 

 
 


