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BLOXHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  

ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS, BLOXHAM ON MONDAY 6 NOVEMBER 2017 AT 

7.30PM 
  
PRESENT:     Chairman Councillor Jenny Yates; Councillors Mary Groves, Leonard Leigh, Gloria Lester-Stevens, Stephen 

Phipps, Nick Rayner and Sue Slater.   
   
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Theresa Goss (Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer), District Councillors Christine Heath and 
George Reynolds and two members of the public. 
    
APOLOGIES: Councillor Steve Craggs submitted his apologies because he was on holiday, these were accepted and the 

absence authorised. 
 

 Councillor Mike Hawtin submitted his apologies because he was on holiday, these were accepted and the 
absence authorised. 

 
 Councillor Gillian Roberts submitted her apologies because she was ill, these were accepted and the 

absence authorised. 
 
District Councillor Mike Bishop and County Councillor Kieron Mallon also submitted their apologies. 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded the Councillors and the public that recording of the 
meeting was permitted.  However, she asked that should anyone wish to record the proceedings, could they please advise 
the Parish Council so that this could be facilitated. 
 
89/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest.  
 
90/17 MINUTES - The minutes of the meetings held on 2 and 12 October 2017 were taken as read and duly adopted and 

signed by the Chairman. 
 
 Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 2 and 12 October 2017 be approved. 

 
91/17  MATTERS ARISING - There were no outstanding actions from the previous Parish Council meeting. 
 
 Minute 78/17 District and County Councillors Report – The Chairman reported that the signage by the garage on 

the A361 which was obscuring the view for drivers leaving the forecourt, had been reported to the County Council 
by County Councilor Kieron Mallon.  Councillor Mallon had emailed the Clerk and advised that County Council 
officers had previously visited the garage about this matter and the proprietor had moved the signs back.  However, 
officers would visit the garage again.  

 
 With regard to the bins outside Sadler’s House, the Chairman reported that Bloxham School were aware of this and 

had no issue with the location of the bins. 
 
 Minute Number 80/17 Parish Council Matters – The Chairman reported that the Deddington Speed Watch scheme 

had been covered within her report on the Rural Community Forum.  
 
 Minute Number 83/17 Correspondence – With regard to the continuing issues with the disabled parking bay outside 

of the Post Office/Hunts Kitchens on the A361, the Chairman reported that this matter had again been referred to 
the County Council and a response was awaited. 

  
92/17 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS – The Chairman reported on the following: 
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 Rural Community Forum – A meeting had been held on 2 November 2017.  There was a report in Drop Box 
for Councillors to read, but generally the main issue in villages was inconsiderate and dangerous parking.  
However, Bloxham was already on the list for the PCSO’s to visit as part of the pilot scheme with Cherwell 
District Council.   
 
District Councillor Christine Heath reported that a number of vehicles were now parking dangerously on the 
junctions around Warriner School.  There were vehicles regularly parking on the junction of Chipperfield 
Park Road and the A361 and the junction of Ells Lane and the A361 and their positioning was reducing the 
visibility for drivers pulling out of these junctions.  There were also issues with the way in which cars were 
parking at right angles in the parking bay on Bloxham Grove Road.  The Clerk was asked to contact 
Warriner School and Thames Valley Police about these issues.  Action TG 
 

 Planning – The Chairman reported that a letter from a resident had been sent to the Parish Council with 
regard to a planning application in Ells Lane and Councillor Jenny Yates had arranged to meet with them.  
During the meeting, it became clear that the information provided to the resident had also been incorrect.  
Notably, the resident had been informed that the Parish Council had refused an application for a teashop 
together with a dwelling, but it was shown that there had never been an application submitted to Cherwell 
District Council for a teashop in Ells Lane.  

 

It was also highlighted that the Parish Council’s Planning & Strategy Committee was a statutory consultee 

and Committee could only assess and make comments on any planning application in accordance with 

current planning policy.  Cherwell District Council was the planning authority and it determined whether 

planning applications were approved or refused, not the Parish Council.  

 
93/17 RESIDENTS’ ISSUES – The Chairman reported that David Gibbard was hoping to hold a ‘Soap Box Derby’ on Old 

Bridge Road in 2018.  Mr Gibbard advised that there were already other derby races held locally and he was 

hoping that Hook Norton Brewery would be the sponsors and any money raised would go to Leukemia Research.  

The road would need to be closed and Mr Gibbard was hoping the Parish Council would submit the application for 

the road closure to Cherwell District Council. 

 

 It was suggested that the event could be held on the same day as the Fun Day but during a discussion, it was felt 

that it might split the visitors between the Fun Day in Jubilee Park and the Derby in Old Bridge Road.  Therefore, it 

was felt they should be separate events next year with a view to considering the events being held together in 

future years.  

 

 The Chairman also reported that the Clerk had received a response from Bloxham School with regard to the gate 

on Water Lane.  The Bursar Charlie Little, had advised that the gate had to be open as part of the escape route for 

the boarding students.  However, the issue of it not being tied back, might have occurred when the international 

students were at the School over the summer, however now they had left, it was hoped the issue had been 

resolved.  

 

94/17 SKATEPARK IN BLOXHAM – Greg Harrison attended the meeting and reported that since the last meeting, he 
had been looking into funding options.  However, the feedback he had received was that planning permission was 
required before any funding could be approved. He had also been advised that it was also a good idea to start 
fundraising before applying for grants as it demonstrated that the project had the support of the community and 
most funding organisations liked to see good community involvement, including input from people of different ages.  

 
 The main funding organisations were Sport England and the National Lottery, but it had been suggested to him that 

he could also apply to local Parish, District and County Councils for funds, as well as some supermarkets.  There 
was also the option of match funding. 

 
 District Councillor George Reynolds reported that residents did not always like the idea of skateparks and he 

suggested that obtaining planning permission would be the first priority before fundraising started.    He advised 
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that no funds were available at Cherwell District Council (CDC), but the Council was currently looking at renewing 
and re-vamping the skateparks in Bicester and Spice Ball Park in Banbury.   

 
 The Chairman suggested that Greg could possibly work with CDC on the re-vamp of Banbury skatepark which 

needed to be upgraded to create a good facility in Banbury. Greg was happy to do that and the Clerk would pass 
on Greg’s details to Councillor George Reynolds.  Councillor Reynolds advised that the project would come within 
the portfolio of Councillor Colin Clarke, therefore he would forward Greg’s details to him. 

 
The Parish Council would also advise Mr Graham Hart and Mr Hunt, residents of Bloxham who had also expressed 
an interest in the skatepark that Greg would be working with CDC, in case they wished to get involved with the 
CDC project too.  
 
The Parish Council had received an email from a resident indicating their concerns regarding the proposal for a 
skatepark 

  
The Chairman reported that concern from within the village had been expressed to her, but when she had 
explained the project to the concerned residents that it would include smaller ramps for scooters and younger 
children to use, they were much happier. 

  
 Greg was thanked by the Parish Council for his work on the project and the excellent presentations he had made to 

the Parish Council at the last few meetings.  The Parish Council also agreed to support his endeavours.  
 
 Greg Harrison and Councillor George Reynolds left the meeting at this point. 
 
95/17 SECTION 106 PROJECT AT ELLEN HINDE HALL – Carmen Guard attended the meeting and circulated to the 

Parish Council, the amended drawings for the additional storage areas at Ellen Hinde Hall. 
 

Mrs Guard reported that the additional funds which were required for the bigger project were around £64,000 plus 
VAT. 

 
 Following a discussion, it was felt that the information on the increased funding needed to be compared with the 

existing quote, so that it was clear how the bigger project would impact on the Section 106 funds  
 
 Mrs Guard was thanked for attending the meeting and providing the additional information which had been 

requested by the Parish Council at a previous meeting. 
 
 Resolved that: 
 

1) the new plans be noted; 
2) the request that the Parish Council met the costs of submitting the planning application at £1,565.00 be 

approved; and 
3) funding to facilitate the extra storage be deferred to the next meeting for further information.  Action TG 

 
96/17 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – District Councillor Christine Heath reported that 

she had spoken to Bob Duxbury about the amenity land on Barford Road.  The Chairman reported that she would 
like to have a meeting with Bob Duxbury and Miller Homes to discuss the way forward and Councillor Heath agreed 
to facilitate this.   

 
 Resolved that the report be noted. 
 
97/17 PLANNING  
 

i) Planning Items (not covered within the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 10 October 2017 
– The Chairman of the Committee, Sue Slater, reported that due to the nature of the discussions, it had been 
a difficult meeting and it appeared that the information some residents had received about Mr Wyatt’s 
planning application had been incorrect.  It should be noted that the application for the conversion of an office 
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and mess room into a dwelling for staff had been withdrawn because he had been advised by Cherwell 
District Council Planning Department that it would be refused.   

 

Councillor Stephen Phipps asked whether the County Council had been contacted about the Section 278 
agreement at the Bovis estate on Barford Road.  He highlighted that lorries going to and from the site had 
also damaged the verges opposite the site.  Councillor Sue Slater reported that this agreement was being 
pursued.  It was also noted that bushes at the site needed cutting back and this had been raised with Bovis 
too. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted.   
 

ii) Thames Water – With regard to the works on Courtington Lane undertaken by Thames Water, it was 

reported by Councillor Sue Slater that remedial works were still being undertaken and the area would 

continue to be monitored. 

 

Resolved that: 

 

1) the report be noted; and 

2) Thames Water be contacted about the grassed area opposite the Primary School to ask for it to be 

tidied up and any stones removed, so that they wouldn’t impede grass cutting when the grass grew 

back.  Action TG 

 

iii)      Birds Mouth Fencing on Tadmarton Road – The Chairman reported that the County Council had looked at 

the proposal for additional birds’ mouth fencing on Tadmarton Road and their Officers, Geoff Barrell and 

Mike Wasley had advised that it was an option and funding could be found for the project from Section 106 

funds.  The fencing would be on the on the same side as the Primary School, in the direction of Lower 

Tadmarton and it was hoped it would prevent drivers from parking dangerously. 

  
Resolved the birds’ mouth fencing on the same side of the road as the Primary School, going in the direction 

of Lower Tadmarton, be progressed by OCC and for funding to be from S106 monies.  Action TG 

 
98/17 PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
 

i) Co-option – The Chairman reported that there had not been any applications for co-option.  Councillors felt 
that as there were Parish Council elections in May 2018, the vacancies did not need to be advertised 
further. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted and the vacancies not be advertised any further.  
 

ii) Committee Minutes and Recommendations.   
 

 Environment Committee – There had not been a meeting of the Committee since the last 
meeting of the Parish Council.   
 
Chairman of the Committee, Councillor Nick Rayner reported that Amey, the County Council’s 
contractor who looked after the street lights and would be completing the conversion for the 
Christmas lights, had moved the project leader from the Parish Council’s project onto something 
else.  Therefore, it was unlikely that the quote and subsequent work would be completed by Field 
and Lawn’s (light suppliers) deadline of the end of November.   
 
If this was the case, Amey would be requested to complete the conversion as soon as possible in 
2018 and if necessary, the allocated funds would be carried over into the 2018/2019 budget in 
readiness for Christmas 2018.   
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The Parish Council would be purchasing a Christmas tree between 9 & 10 feet tall and it would 
have battery powered lights because there was currently no power on The Green (where the War 
Memorial was located).   
 
Councillor Rayner reported that he had not yet spoken to the relevant land owners about giving 
their permission to supply power to some of the lights because until Amey had responded, it was 
not clear whether the project would be progressed this year. 
 

    Resolved that: 
 

1) the report be noted; and  
2) the Resources Committee to review the budget for 2017/2018 and find savings to cover the 

cost of the Christmas lights.  Action TG 
 

 Resources Committee – There had not been a meeting of the Committee since the last meeting 
of the Parish Council.  The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday 22 November 2017 at 
12.30pm at Bloxham Mill.   

 
    Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

 Planning & Strategy Committee – Councillor Sue Slater, Chairman of the Committee, presented 
the minutes of the Planning and Strategy Committee meeting held on 10 October 2017.  The next 
meeting was scheduled for Thursday 9 November 2017.  
 

  Resolved that the minutes and report be noted. 
 

 Staffing Committee – Councillor Sue Slater, Chairman of the Committee, presented the minutes 
of the Staffing Committee meeting held on 26 October 2017.    
 
Resolved that the report be noted and the recommendations be approved. 
 

iii) Drop-In and Chat – Session had been held on 14 October 2017 – The report from the Drop-in and Chat had 
been circulated and was available on the Parish Council website.  All of the requests from residents had 
been actioned. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted 
 

iv) Parish Liaison Meeting – The Chairman reported that Cherwell District Council’s Parish Liaison Meeting was 
being held on Wednesday 8 November 2017 and she was attending along with Councillor Mary Groves. 
 

 Resolved that the report be noted. 
 
99/17  FINANCE  
 

i) Accounts for Payment - The Clerk submitted to the Parish Council, the accounts for payment. 
 

Resolved that the following accounts for payment and payments made since the last meeting be approved: 
 

Payments Amount Cheque No. 

   

Theresa Goss – Salary for Nov 2017 £837.53 1235 

Theresa Goss – Expenses for Nov 2017 £45.30 1235 

HMRC Payment for Nov 2017  £338.73 1237 

Olivia Williams – Salary for Oct 2017 £42.92 1236 

OCC Pension Fund – Clerks Pension Nov 2017 £259.18 1238 
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Mr D Chandler – Installation of Dog Waste Bin and removal of  

old bin 

£150.00 1239 

Jackson’s Fencing – Fencing for Jubilee Park (NHB) £5311.78 1240 

Viking – Stationery order £82.19 1241 

Cherwell District Council – Emptying Dog Waste Bins for 

summer period 

£1921.92 1242 

Glasdon UK Ltd – Post for dog waste bin £23.59 1243 

Arien Designs Ltd – Key for noticeboard £8.34 1244 

Peter Booth – Works to the swings at Jubilee Park £291.00 1245 

Prysebros Ltd – Weed Control completed in Sept 2017 £558.00 1246 

Nigel Prickett – Grass cutting in September 2017 £774.00 1247 

Bloxham Mill Ltd – Room Hire £72.00 1248 

Redlay Flooring Ltd – Flooring at Ellen Hinde Hall (Section 106) £3407.70 1249 

Redlay Flooring Ltd – Flooring at Ellen Hinde Hall (Section 106) £660.00 1250 

Nigel Prickett – Grass Cutting in October 2017 £774.00 1251 

John Hicks – Post Installation Inspections at Jubilee Park and 

Bloxham Recreation Ground 

£600.00 1252 

Jubilee Park Management Committee – Room Hire £20.00 1253 

 
ii) Bank Reconciliation & Financial Report – Prior to the meeting, the bank reconciliation and financial report as 

at 2 October 2017, had been circulated to the Parish Council. 
 
 Resolved that the bank reconciliation and financial report, as at 6 November 2017, be noted. 

 
iii)         Revised Budget 2017/2018 – Prior to the meeting, a revised Environment budget for 2017/2018 had been 

circulated to the Parish Council, to allocate funds for the Christmas lights for the village.  
 
 Resolved that this be deferred to the next meeting of the Resources Committee.  Action TG 

 
iv) Section 106 Funds  
 

a) The Parish Council received an update on the following issues: 
 

 Jubilee Hall – The Chairman reported that the Jubilee Park Management Committee was 
waiting to receive additional information from Richard Walker to enable the project to progress. 
 

 Bloxham Recreation Ground – The Chairman reported that the Bloxham Recreation Ground 
Trustees had not yet submitted to the Parish Council any further ideas for possible projects at 
the Recreation Ground. 
 

 Ex-Serviceman's Hall – The Chairman reported that the Ex-Serviceman’s Hall was looking at 
how to utilise their potential storage space as efficiently as possible and Cherwell District 
Council had already agreed to the additional funding if it was required.   

 

 The two play equipment projects – The Chairman reported that the post installation inspections 
had been carried out and there were still a few snagging matters.  There were also some 
additional costs at the Recreation Ground for repairs to the log world which would cost £360.00 
and the Trustees had asked the Parish Council to meet this cost.   

 

 The legal agreements for all of the projects – The Chairman reported that the agreements were 
still in progress and it was hoped that CDC would meet the Parish Council’s legal costs. 

 
 Resolved that: 
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1) the reports be noted; and  
2) the £360.00 for the repairs to the log world be paid by the Parish Council and this be allocated 

from New Homes Bonus.     
  

b) Update on the progress with the amenity land on the Miller Homes, Milton Road site – As discussed 
earlier in the meeting a meeting would be arranged with Bob Duxbury and Miller Homes as soon as 
possible to discuss this matter further.  District Councillor Christine Heath had agreed to facilitate such 
a meeting.  Action CH 

 

  Resolved that the report be noted. 

  
100/17  VILLAGE MATTERS 
  

i) Bloxham Apple Day/Fun Day & Remembrance Day Parade – Councillor Mary Groves reported that the Apple 
Day had gone very well, everyone had enjoyed it and it had been a lovely family occasion.  A number of new 
residents to the village had attended too. 
 
The Parish Council thanked the Committee for all of its hard work on the Fun Day. 
 
The Chairman reported on the Royal British Legion’s Remembrance Day Parade which was being held on 
Sunday 12 September 2017.   There had been issues with insurance this year and the Royal British Legion 
had asked the Parish Council to insure the Parade.  The Chairman advised that for the Parish Council to 
insure the event, the Parish Council had to take a measure of responsibility for it and then it could be 
included in the insurance policy for no additional cost. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
1)  the reports be noted; and 
2) the Parish Council agrees to share responsibility for the Remembrance Day Parade, working closely 

with the Royal British Legion and the event be included within the Parish Council’s insurance policy.  
Action TG 

 
ii) Annual Parish Meeting 2018 – The Chairman reported that the Annual Parish Meeting was being held on 

Thursday 19 April 2018 at 7.30pm at Warriner School and a format would need to be agreed. 
   

 Resolved that: 

 

1) the format for the Annual Parish Meeting be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council; and  

Action TG 

2) all the information from the APM in 2017 be transferred to a 2018 folder in Drop Box.  Action NR 

 

iii) Bench on Courtington Lane – The Chairman reported that the Parish Council needed to agree whether to 
replace or repair the damaged bench which had been located in Courtington Lane and submit an insurance 
claim. 

 
Resolved that: 
 

1) an insurance claim be approved;  
2) the Environment Committee be delegated the authority to approve the style of the bench and place 

an order for it; and  
3) all Councillors to advise Councillor Nick Rayner on the locations for the ‘no parking’ signs.  Action 

ALL  
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101/17 CORRESPONDENCE – An email had been received from a resident concerning inappropriate parking on the grass 
verge at the end of Kings Road. It was agreed that "No Parking" signs could be located in this area. (see item 
above). 

 
102/17 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS  
 

Resolved that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be 
excluded from the meeting for the minutes numbered 103/17 & 104/17 on the grounds that it could involve the likely 
disclosure of private and confidential information which was not in the public domain. 

 
103/17 PLAY EQUIPMENT INSPECTION TRAINING – The Chairman reported that John Hicks and Associates had 

provided a quote for completing play equipment inspection training. 
  
 Resolved that John Hicks and Associates be asked to complete play equipment inspection training, preferably on a 

Saturday and other Parish Councils also be invited to send representatives.  Action TG 
 
104/17 TREE WORK AT THE GOGGS – Councillor Nick Rayner reported that a company whose previously accepted 

quote were unable to carry out the works as per their quote, therefore he recommended that the quote from Ben 
Acreman be accepted. 

 
 Resolved that the tree work at The Goggs to two maples and one crack willow be completed by Ben Acreman.  

Action NR/TG  
 

(The press and public were invited back into the room at the conclusion of this item) 
 
105/17 MEETING DATES 
   
 Resolved that it be noted that, future meeting dates for Bloxham Parish Council are as stated below.   
 

They would all commence at 7.30pm (unless stated otherwise) in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, Bloxham, and reference 
should be made to the agenda prior to the meeting:  

 

 4 December 2017 

 8 January 2018 

 5 February 2018 

 5 March 2018 
 
106/17 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 
 

1. Annual Parish Meeting 2018 
 

 
 (The meeting ended at 9.45pm) 

 
___________________________ 

 
Chairman – 4 December 2017 

 
 


