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BLOXHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  

ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS, BLOXHAM ON MONDAY 5 FEBRUARY 2018 AT 

7.30PM 
  
PRESENT:     Chairman Councillor Jenny Yates; Councillors Steve Craggs, Mary Groves, Mike Hawtin, Leonard Leigh, 

Gloria Lester-Stevens, Stephen Phipps and Sue Slater. 
   
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Theresa Goss (Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer), County Councillor Kieron Mallon, District 
Councillors Christine Heath and Mike Bishop, Charlie Little (Bursar at Bloxham School) and one member of the public. 
    
APOLOGIES: Councillor Nick Rayner submitted his apologies because he was on holiday, these were accepted and the 

absence authorised. 
 
 Councillor Gillian Roberts submitted her apologies because she was at work, these were accepted and the 

absence authorised. 
 
District Councillor Andrew McHugh also submitted is apologies. 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded the Councillors and the public that recording of the 
meeting was permitted.  However, she asked that should anyone wish to record the proceedings, could they please advise 
the Parish Council so that this could be facilitated. 
 
134/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest.  
 
135/17 MINUTES - The minutes of the meeting held on 8 January 2018 were taken as read and duly adopted and signed 

by the Chairman. 
 
 Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 January 2018 be approved. 

 
136/17  MATTERS ARISING 
 

Minute Number 124/17 - The Chairman reported that a meeting had been held with Thames Water, which 
Councillor Gloria Lester-Stevens had also attended and the work which they had agreed to undertake, had been 
completed.  

  
Minute Number 129/17 - The Chairman report that the process for registering The Slade as a Local Nature reserve 
was progressing quickly.  

 
Minute Number 129/17 - The Chairman also reported that the gritting areas had been confirmed by Bloxham 
School, to ensure that there was no overlap with the Parish Council routes. 

 
 Minute Number 126/17 - With regard to the Library Access Point, Councillor Steve Craggs reported that the Parish 

Council had hoped to use the Baptist Church, however, the Church did not have the space to accommodate it.  
Other options were now being investigated by Councillor Steve Craggs and would be reported in due course. 

 
137/17 BLOXHAM SCHOOL – PROPOSED NEW FLOOD LIGHTS – Charlie Little, Bursar at Bloxham School attended 

the meeting to discuss with the Parish Council, the proposal for new flood lights on the astro-turf hockey pitches at 

Bloxham School. 

 Mr Little reported that he had joined the School about 18 months ago and immediately recognised the importance 

of the interaction with the Parish Council and the community.  
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 Mr Little highlighted the importance to the School of new floodlights for the hockey pitches and the added 

community benefits, because the pitches would be available in the evenings for local groups to use.   

 

 Mr Little put forward that the provision of floodlights would be a significant factor in the future of Bloxham School. 

The school had engaged with England Hockey and the lighting company recommended by England Hockey was 

the Schools’ preferred supplier and all measures would be taken to avoid light pollution, as well as any disturbance 

to local residents, from noise and traffic. 

 

Councillors asked Mr Little a number of questions relating to the height of the lights as well as the times in the 

evening, when the lights would be switched off.  He also emphasied that the School was a Charity and had a good 

relationship with the Parish Council and the Jubilee Park Management Committee and he wished this to continue.  

 

Mr Little advised that the intention was that the access from Brickle Lane would remain and they would only use 

The Ridgeway for big events.  The carpark facilities at the Dewey could also be extended on a temporary basis, if 

this was required.  

 

             Mr Little  also reminded the Parish Council that all Councillors had been invited to attend a site visit at North 

Oxfordshire Academy on Tuesday 6 February 2018 to view their floodlights.  There was also a public consultation 

exercise with residents who lived close to the site, on Tuesday 13 February 2018.   

Mr Little was thanked for attending the meeting and left at this point. 

 

  Resolved that the report be noted.  

 

138/17 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS – The Chairman reported on the following: 

 

 Old Bridge Road – The works to the road were due to be completed by 9 February 2018.  County Councillor 
Kieron Mallon had suggested that there should be an opening ceremony.  Councillor Mallon also advised that 
traffic use would be monitored before any changes were made to the direction of the traffic flow. 

 Play Equipment - Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association (OPFA) had asked the Parish Council to provide a 
case study following the installation of the new play equipment installation.  The Chairman and Glyn 
Williams, Chairman of the Jubilee Park Management Committee, had submitted a report to OPFA. 

 Police Parking Patrols - The Parish Council had received a report from Cherwell District Council about Police 
activity in the village, but the Chairman felt that a meeting would be beneficial to set the expectations of the 
patrols.  Action TG 

 First World War – Emails had been received from the Royal British Legion with regard to a number of 
initiatives to commemorate the end of World War 1.  The Clerk was asked to contact Robert Aplin about this 
matter.  Action TG 

 
139/17 RESIDENTS’ ISSUES – Mr David Gibbard asked the Parish Council about the replacement signage at either end 

of the bridleway on Water Lane, which he had requested some time ago.  The Chairman reported that Sarah 

Aldous and other officers at the County Council had moved posts which had caused the delay, however the Parish 

Council would follow this up.  Action TG  

 
140/17 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Prior to the meeting, County Councillor Kieron 

Mallon had circulated his report.  Councillor Mallon also reported that the papers had been signed to enable to 
Parish Council to make the application to Natural England for The Slade to become a Local Nature Reserve.   

 
 District Councillor Christine Heath had no new matters to report, as the issue regarding Miller Homes Amenity land 

was still being dealt with.  
 
 Resolved that the report be noted. 
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141/17 PLANNING  
 

i) Planning Items (not covered within the minutes of the Planning & Strategy Committee meeting held on 9 
January 2018) – The Chairman reported that Planning Prospects were keen to meet with the Parish Council 
with regard to their development on Tadmarton Road in the village.  However, it had been agreed to defer 
meeting with them, until the S106 and CIL list had been finalised. This would take place at the Planning 
Committee meeting on the 12th February, Councillors were requested to submit any further comments to this 
Committee.  
 
Resolved that the report be noted.   

 
142/17 PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
 

i) Committee Minutes and Recommendations.   
 

 Environment Committee – There had not been a meeting of the Committee since the last 
meeting of the Parish Council.  The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday 15 February 2018 at 
7.30pm. 
 
The Vice-Chairman of the Committee, Councillor Steve Craggs, reported that a quote had been 
received for a Tree Survey, which included a Tree Management Plan. Councillors were requested 
to consider the inclusion of the Tree Management Plan. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
1) the report be noted; and 
2) the quote for the Tree Survey, including a Tree Management Plan, for £2088 from 

Conservation Consultancy Ltd be accepted.  Action TG/SC 
 

 Resources Committee – There had not been a meeting of the Committee since the last meeting 
of the Parish Council.  The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday 21 February 2018 at 
1.00pm at Bloxham Mill. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted.  
 

 Planning & Strategy Committee – Prior to the meeting, the minutes of the Planning and Strategy 
Committee meeting held on 9 January 2018 had been circulated to the Parish Council.  The next 
meeting was scheduled for Monday 12 February 2018 at 7.30pm. 
 

  Resolved that the minutes be noted. 
 

 Staffing Committee – There had not been a meeting of the Committee since the last meeting of 
the Parish Council.  The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday 1 March 2018 at 7.30pm.  
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

ii) Drop-In and Chat – Session had been held on 13 January 2018 – The report from the Drop-in and Chat had 
been circulated and was available on the Parish Council website.  All of the requests and issues raised by 
residents had been actioned.  The next session was being held on Saturday 10 February 2018. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
iii) Bloxham Neighbourhood Development Plan (BNDP) Web Site – The Chairman reported that there was a 

web site for the BNDP for which the Parish Council paid a nominal fee and asked if Councillors could 
consider whether the web site should continue. 
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The Councillors felt that the web site was a useful source of information for residents and should remain for 
the present time. 

 
Resolved that the Bloxham Neighbourhood Development Plan (BNDP) web site be retained. 

 
143/17  FINANCE  
 

i) Accounts for Payment - The Clerk submitted to the Parish Council, the accounts for payment. 
 

Resolved that the following accounts for payment be approved: 
 

Payments Amount Cheque No. 

   

Theresa Goss – Salary for Feb 2018   

Theresa Goss – Expenses for Feb 2018    

Olivia Williams – Salary for Jan 2017   

HMRC Payment for Feb 2018    

OCC Pension Fund – Clerks Pension Feb 2018   

Ellen Hinde Hall – Planning application at Ellen Hinde Hall £195.00 1289 

Haymarket Media Group Ltd - Planning Resource Annual 

Subscription 

£250.00 1294 

Viking – Stationery Order for Flip Chart and Pens £25.06 1291 

Glasdon UK – Replacement Dog Bin for The Recreation Ground £202.54 1292 

Viking – Stationery Order for Ink and Paper £88.66 1293 

John Hick Ltd – Playground Inspection training £240.00 1295 

Mr D Chandler – Works relating to bench maintenance, 

replacement dog waste bin and Christmas tree preparation 

£280.00 1296 

 

Payments made since the last meeting: 

 

Payments Amount Cheque No. 

Wicksteed Leisure – Play equipment at Jubilee Park £40,078.44 1283 

Aplins – Application for Adverse possession for Land at Queens 

Street 

£40.00 1284 

 

ii) Bank Reconciliation– Prior to the meeting, the bank reconciliation as at 5 February 2018, had been circulated 
to the Parish Council. 

 
 Resolved that the bank reconciliation as at 5 February 2018 be noted. 

 
iii) Section 106 Funds  
 

a) The revised proposal for Section 106 and CIL funds from future developments in Bloxham – The 
Chairman circulated to the Parish Council, a draft list for the allocation of Section 106 funds and CIL 
contributions for community benefits from future developments in the village. 

 
This would be discussed further at the Planning Committee on 12 February 2018. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
b) The Parish Council received an update on the following issues: 
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 Jubilee Hall – The specifications were waiting to be signed off by the JPMC and then tenders for 
the work would be invited.  
 

 Bloxham Recreation Ground – The Chairman reported that the Bloxham Recreation Ground 
Trustees had not yet come forward with  any further ideas for possible projects at the Recreation 
Ground 

 

 Ex-Serviceman’s Hall – This project was now at the planning application stage. 
 

 Phase 1 of Play Equipment Projects – The legal agreements with Cherwell District Council were 
ready to sign, however, Aplin’s were still waiting to hear back from the solicitor acting for the 
Recreation Ground Trustees. The improvements to both play areas had been well received by 
residents.  

 

 Resolved that the reports be noted.   

  
c) Update on the progress with the amenity land on the Miller Homes, Milton Road site – The Chairman 

reported this matter was now being dealt with by the Portfolio Holder for Planning, Councillor Colin 

Clarke and he was progressing it with Cherwell District Council Officers. 

 
  Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

d) Phase Two of the Play Equipment project – The Chairman reported that the Parish Council had not yet 
heard from the Recreation Ground Trustees or the Jubilee Park Management Committee about any 
revised proposals for phase two of the play equipment projects. 
 

 Resolved that the report be noted.  

  
144/17  VILLAGE MATTERS 
  

i) New ‘Free School’ – The Parish Council discussed the proposal for a new ‘Free School’ in Bloxham Grove 
Road.  A representative from the Education Skills Funding Agency (ESFA) would be attending the next 
Parish Council meeting on 5 March 2018 to discuss this further.   
 
Resolved that the report be noted.   

   
ii) Bloxham Fun Day – Saturday 9 June 2018 – Councillor Mary Groves reported that the organisation of the 

event was going well and the finances were healthy.  The Committee was making investigations to enable it 
to become a Community Interest Company.  There had been a good response from village groups and other 
organisations who wished to be involved in the event.  ‘The Meanies’ would be performing at the Fun Day 
too.   The event would run from 1.00 pm until 7.00 pm 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
145/17 CORRESPONDENCE – The Chairman reported that an email had been received with regard to the silver birch 

trees on an area of land in Gascoigne Way.  This resident had been advised that the trees would be looked at as 
part of the Tree Survey/Tree Management Plan. 

 
 There had also been correspondence referring to the air quality in the village.  The recent Air Quality Report for 

Bloxham and further actions would be considered by the Parish Council’s Planning & Strategy Committee at its 
meeting on 12 February 2018. 

 
 The Chairman reported that there was a Parish Representative Transport meeting on 19 February 2018 in Oxford.   
 
146/17 MEETING DATES 
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Resolved that it be noted that, future meeting dates for Bloxham Parish Council are as stated below.  They would 
all commence at 7.30pm (unless stated otherwise) in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, Bloxham, and reference should be 
made to the agenda prior to the meeting:  

 

 5 March 2018 

 9 April 2018 

 19 April 2018 (Annual Parish Meeting at Warriner School) 

 14 May 2018 
 
 
 

 (The meeting ended at 9.20pm) 
 

___________________________ 
 

Chairman – 5 March 2018 

 
 


