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BLOXHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  

ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS, BLOXHAM ON MONDAY 5 MARCH 2018 AT 7.30PM 
  
PRESENT:     Chairman Councillor Jenny Yates; Councillors Mary Groves, Leonard Leigh, Gloria Lester-Stevens, Stephen 

Phipps, Nick Rayner and Sue Slater. 
   
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Theresa Goss (Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer) and eighteen member of the public. 
    
APOLOGIES: Councillor Steve Craggs submitted his apologies because he was on holiday, these were accepted and the 

absence authorised.  
 
 Councillor Mike Hawtin submitted his apologies because he was on holiday, these were accepted and the 

absence authorised.  
 
County Councillor Kieron Mallon and District Councillors Christine Heath, Mike Bishop and Andrew McHugh also submitted 
their apologies. 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded the Councillors and the public that recording of the 
meeting was permitted.  However, she asked that should anyone wish to record the proceedings, could they please advise 
the Parish Council so that this could be facilitated. 
 
147/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest.  
 
148/17 MINUTES - The minutes of the meeting held on 5 February 2018 were taken as read and duly adopted and signed 

by the Chairman. 
 
 Minute Number 137/17 – Proposed New Floodlights at Bloxham School – Councillor Stephen Phipps proposed that 

the following sentence (in italics) be included: 
 

 Councillors asked Mr Little a number of questions relating to the height of the lights as well as the times in the 

evening, when the lights would be switched off and he advised that the proposal was for the columns to be 15m 

high and switched off at 10pm.  He also emphasied that the School was a Charity and had a good relationship with 

the Parish Council and the Jubilee Park Management Committee and he wished this to continue.  

 
 Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 5 February 2018 be approved with the above amendment. 

 
149/17  MATTERS ARISING  
 

Minute Number 139/17 – Residents Issues – The Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council was still in dialogue 
with the County Council about the bridleway signs on Water Lane. 

 
Councillor Stephen Phipps asked for the Play Equipment Case Study to be made available in Drop Box.  The 
Chairman agreed to do so.  Action JY  

 
150/17 NEW ‘FREE SCHOOL’ – The Parish Council heard a presentation on the proposal for a new Free School in 

Bloxham Grove Road from Jonathan Dewsbury, Project Director, North West London South Central (NWLSC) 

Region, Education Skills Funding Agency (ESFA).  He was also accompanied by Sally Hudson, Kay Willett and 

Tom Proctor-Legg. 

 

 Mr Dewsbury reported on the background to the application which had been submitted to the Department for 

Education and the application for a site in North Oxfordshire had been approved in April 2017, along with the 
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necessary funding.  It had also been supported by the County Council to address the shortage of SEN places in 

north/west Oxfordshire.  The school would cater for children from 7 years old to 18 years old. 

 

Once that approval had been given, sites around Banbury had been investigated and the site on Bloxham Grove 

Road appeared to be the most suitable.  The process for acquiring the land from the Warriner Farm Trust and the 

Warriner Academy had also started and the next stage was the submission of a planning application. 

 

 The school would be operated by the Gallery Trust (Iffley Academy) and would replicate the existing model at Iffley 

School in Oxford. 

 

Kay Willett reported that she was the Chief Executive of the Gallery Trust and Head Teacher of Iffley Academy in 

Oxford.  Her school catered for Special Educational Needs (SEN) students who could not access mainstream 

provision.  The children mainly had autism and cognitive needs. 

 

The problem for many of these children was that there was a lack of provision for children with these needs in their 

local area of west and north Oxfordshire.  A number of children who attended the Iffley Academy came from 

Banbury and it took them an hour in the morning to get to school and an hour in the afternoon to get home.  This 

was not conducive to their learning and that was the rationale behind the submission to the DfE.  It was felt that 

there should be SEN provision for these children within half an hour of where they lived. 

 

If the new free school was built next to Warriner School, the Warriner SEN children would benefit from the support 

and in-reach provision and there would also be CPD for staff to help them meet the needs of the children. 

 

The site of the proposed school was a nice area for the children to be taught as a number of them lived in areas of 

high deprivation and the outdoor space would also be beneficial to the children. 

 

 Jonathan Dewsbury confirmed that the project was at the feasibility stage and he would forward to the Clerk, the 

plans of the proposals.  There were three building options which had been suggested by the architects and it was 

hoped that the planning application would be submitted in the summer.  It was probable that it would be a two 

storey building.  If the application was successful, the build would start in 2019 and the school would open in 2020.  

This would help to ease pressure on County Council SEN spaces as the school could cater for 100 students. 

 

  With regard to traffic, there would be a drop-off area and many children would arrive by taxi and mini bus so there 

would not be the congestion associated with other schools in the area.  The new school would avoid clashes with 

the Warriner School with regard to start and finish times.  

 

The Parish Councillors asked a number of questions relating to why this site had been the preferred option and 

whether other sites in Banbury would be more appropriate.  

 

It was confirmed that pupils and staff at Warriner School would benefit from the new school but, at the moment, it 

could not be confirmed how many children would benefit as numbers would be fluid.  Teachers at both schools 

would benefit from the SEN training and support which would be on offer. 

 

It was asked why these pupils could not attend Frank Wise School and Kay Willett confirmed that Frank Wise 

School had a completely different cohort and catered for children with severe needs. 

 

Tom Proctor-Legg highlighted that it was crucial to get the access and egress right and transport plans had been 

looked at already.  There would also be a highways impact assessment and they were working closely with the 

County Council to minimise the impact on traffic.    
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The Councillors had concerns that the farm land, which was owned by Warriner Farm Trust and was a big village 

asset, was being sold. Clarification was required regarding ownership of the land.  Jonathan advised that the land 

was not designated as high value farm land but did have archeological merit.  The Chairman highlighted that it was 

a ridge and furrow field 

 

The Councillors were unsure where this type of application would sit with regard to the Neigbourhood Plan and this 

would be looked at further.  Mr Dewsbury was recommended by the Parish Council to look at the Neighbourhood 

Plan too, prior to submitting a planning application. 

 

The Chairman reported that any proposal would need to comply with both Cherwell District Councils Local Plan 

Part 1 and Bloxham's Neighbourhood Development Plan.  

 

Jonathan reported that a highways impact assessment had been undertaken and there would be a public 

consultation exercise when the plans had been finalised.  He was also happy to attend a future Parish Council 

meeting when the highways officers had responded with their comments and the feasibility study had been 

completed.  

 

He also advised that there were thresholds for the different stages of the project to ensure that it was viable to 

progress with it. 

 

Jonathan asked the Parish Council which was the best way to consult with the village.  It was suggested that an 

open consultation with residents on two dates would be helpful.  Plans could also be displayed at the Parish 

Council’s Drop-in and Chat session.  The Chairman advised that the Parish Council would be keen for dialogue on 

this project, but this did not indicate support or otherwise for the proposal. 

 

Councillors also asked if they would be able to attend a site visit prior to the planning application being submitted to 

Cherwell District Council.  The Clerk agreed to contact Warriner School to arrange this.  Action TG 

 

Jonathan Dewsbury, Sally Hudson, Kay Willett and Tom Proctor-Legg were thanked for attending and they left the 

meeting at this point. 

 

151/17 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS – The Chairman reported on the following: 

 

 Old Bridge Road – This road was now open again.   
 

 Air Pollution – The Parish Council’s concerns about the November 2017 report had been submitted to 
Cherwell District Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
 

 Meeting with Bloxham School about the proposed floodlights – There had been a meeting on 23 February 
2018 and a report was in Drop Box.  The essence of the meeting was to confirm the proposals and advise 
that when the planning application was submitted, the Parish Council’s comments would be made on 
material planning grounds, referencing the Local Plan and the Bloxham Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

 

 Annual Parish Meeting Arrangements and Agenda – This was currently being worked on and all Councillors 
who were present, confirmed they were able to attend the meeting on 19 April 2018 at 7.30pm at Warriner 
School. 

 

 Cherwell District Council (CDC) Meeting on 26 February 2018 – It had been agreed by District Councillors to 
support both the Oxfordshire Housing and Growth Deal and the Partial review of the Local Plan Part 1.  The 
Partial Review of the Local Plan Part one Oxfords unmet Need would now go forward to be examined 
independently. CDC had also adopted a CIL Developer Contributions Policy and it was incumbent on the 
Parish Council to ensure that its community benefits list reflected that policy. 
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152/17 RESIDENTS’ ISSUES – A number of residents addressed the Parish Council about proposed floodlights on the 

hockey pitches at Bloxham School.  .  

 

In summary, the main issues which residents had were: 

 

 the height and number of lighting columns which would increase lighting pollution for residents on the edge of 

the village; 

 increased noise from the ball being hit into the back of the net; 

 increased noise from the number of players and spectators; 

 the close proximity of the pitches and floodlights to the neighbouring properties; 

 parking issues on the surrounding roads; and 

 traffic management, especially around Strawberry Terrace. 

 

The residents recognised that there would be a community use of the facility, but they felt that Bloxham School 

should take into account the views of the community who lived close-by. 

 

 It was also highlighted that the Bloxham Neighbourhood Development Plan aimed to protect and enhance the rural 

character of the village and avoid light pollution 

  

The Chairman advised that the Planning & Strategy Committee had monthly meetings and this application would be 

considered at the meeting, following the submission of the application to Cherwell District Council.  So this might be 

on 21 March 2018 or it could be the meeting in April 2018.  The Parish Council was a statutory consultee and would 

make comments on planning grounds only, referring to planning policy, such as the Local Plan and the Bloxham 

Neighbourhood Development Plan.  The Parish Council comments on the application would not be based on 

personal opinions as was the case when all planning applications were considered. 

 

 A resident also confirmed that the site meeting which was postponed due to the adverse weather last week, would 

be rescheduled shortly.  

 

 There was a discussion about the hours which the proposed floodlights would be switched on and it was felt that 

the application would probably mirror the application at the Warriner School, which was 9pm on weekdays, 4pm on 

Saturdays and no usage on a Sunday.  

 

 The Chairman thanked the members of the public for addressing the meeting and invited them to attend the 

Planning & Strategy Committee when the application was considered. 

 
153/17 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Prior to the meeting, District Councillor Andrew 

McHugh and County Councillor Kieron Mallon had circulated their reports.   
 
 The Parish Council raised concerns about the comments within District Councillor McHugh’s report about Bloxham 

School’s proposed floodlights and it was felt that he should have obtained more background information before 
making his comments public.   

 
 Resolved that the report be noted. 
 
154/17 PLANNING  
 

i) Planning Items (not covered within the minutes of the Planning & Strategy Committee meeting held on 12 
February 2018) – The Chairman of the Committee, Councillor Sue Slater, reported that the registration of the 
land in Queen Street was being progressed by the Land Registry and a site visit had been carried out too. 
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However, there was Japanese Knotweed on the land and the Planning & Strategy Committee would like to 
commission a survey of the land and also clear away the vegetation.  The original plan had been to unearth 
the foundations of the cottages which used to be located in this area.   
 
Resolved that: 
 
1) the report be noted; and  
2) advice be sought on a suitable contractor to undertake this clearance work and a quote be requested.  

Action TG 
 

155/17 PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
 

i) Committee Minutes and Recommendations.   
 

 Environment Committee – Prior to the meeting, the minutes of the Environment Committee 
meeting held on Thursday 15 February 2018 had been circulated to the Parish Council.   
 
Resolved that: 
 
1) the minutes be noted and the recommendations be approved; 
2) a vote of thanks be passed to Marie Jones and her team for all their work at The Slade; 
3) a request be made to the residents for more volunteers to assist with the manual spreading 

of the grit on the footpaths during poor weather; and  Action TG 
4) a vote of thanks be passed to the litter pickers in the village for all their work keeping the 

village tidy. 
 

 Resources Committee – Prior to the meeting, the minutes of the Resources Committee meeting 
held on Wednesday 21 February 2018 had been circulated to the Parish Council.   
 
Resolved that the minutes be noted and the recommendations be approved.  
 

 Planning & Strategy Committee – Prior to the meeting, the minutes of the Planning & Strategy 
Committee meeting held on 12 February 2018 had been circulated to the Parish Council.  The next 
meeting was scheduled for Wednesday 21 March 2018 at 7.30pm. 
 

  Resolved that the minutes be noted. 
 

 Staffing Committee – The meeting scheduled for 1 March 2018 had been postponed due to the 
adverse weather.  The meeting would now be had on Thursday 28 March 2018 at 1.30pm at 
Bloxham Mill. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted.  
 

ii) Drop-In and Chat – Session had been held on 10 February 2018 – The report from the Drop-in and Chat 
had been circulated and was available on the Parish Council website.  All of the requests and issues raised 
by residents had been actioned.  The next session was being held on Saturday 10 March 2018. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

iii) Local Council Award Scheme – Prior to the meeting, information on the Local Council Award Scheme had 
been circulated to the Parish Council and the Chairman reported that it was the intention to work towards 
achieving the foundation award, in the first instance. 

 
Resolved that the Parish Council registers with the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) for the 
Parish Council to work towards the Foundation Award of the Local Council Award Scheme.  Action TG 
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156/17  FINANCE  
 

i) Accounts for Payment - The Clerk submitted to the Parish Council, the accounts for payment. 
 

Resolved that the following accounts for payment be approved: 

 

Payments Amount Cheque No. 

   

Theresa Goss – Salary for March 2018   

Theresa Goss – Expenses for March 2018    

Olivia Williams – Salary for Feb 2018   

HMRC Payment for March 2018    

OCC Pension Fund – Clerks Pension March 2018   

Royal British Legion – Grant for 2017/2018 £400.40 1302 

Ellen Hinde Hall – Rent for storage space £125.00 1303 

Mr D Jones – Postage for Circular Walk Leaflets £3.80 1304 

Theresa Goss – Dropbox Annual fee £79.00 1305 

Mr J Groves – Domain renewal for Bloxham NDP web site £6.99 1306 

M D Casey – Work at Walsingham Close amenity area £240.00 1307 

M Timms – Ex-Serviceman’s Hall Planning Application £528.90 1308 

Jubilee Park Management Cttee – Room Hire £35.00 1309 

OPFA – Annual Subs for 2018/2019 £53.00 1310 

Walker Graham Architects – Jubilee Hall S106 project £1926.00 1311 

OALC – 2018/2019 Annual Subscription £636.25 1312 

Bloxham Mill Ltd £45.00 1313 

 

Payments made since the last meeting: 

Payments Amount Cheque No. 

M Timms – Ellen Hinde Hall Planning Application £276.80 1297 

 
ii) Bank Reconciliation– Prior to the meeting, the bank reconciliation as at 5 March 2018, had been circulated to 

the Parish Council. 
 
 Resolved that the bank reconciliation as at 5 March 2018 be noted. 

 
iii) Section 106 Funds  
 

a) The Parish Council received an update on the following issues: 
 

 Jubilee Hall – Invitations for tenders had been sent out and replies were awaited.  
 

 Ex-Serviceman’s Hall – This planning application had been submitted to Cherwell District 
Council. 

 

 Phase 2 of Play Equipment Projects – The Parish Council was waiting to hear from the 
Recreation Ground Trustees and the Jubilee Park Management Committee with their ideas for 
phase two.  
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 Legal agreements for all of the projects – The agreements between the Parish Council and 
Cherwell District Council had been finalised, however, the sub-agreements between the Parish 
Council and the Jubilee Park Management Committee, Recreation Ground Trustees and Ellen 
Hinde Hall were still being worked on. 

 

 Resolved that the reports be noted.   

  
b) Update on the progress with the amenity land on the Miller Homes, Milton Road site – The Chairman 

reported that Bob Duxbury had been scheduled to call her that afternoon to discuss this matter, but 
she had not heard from him.  
 
Resolved that Cherwell District Council again be contacted to arrange a meeting to ensure that the 

amenity land is transferred to the Parish Council for the benefit of the village and not to a Management 

Company.  Action TG 

 

c) Community Infrastructure Levy/Section 106 Community Benefits – Prior to the meeting, a draft list of 
the suggested Community Infrastructure Levy/Section 106 Community benefits had been circulated to 
the Parish Council. 
 
Following a discussion, it was felt that Councillors should be given more time to review the list and that 
it should be delegated to the Planning & Strategy Committee to finalise and then submit to Cherwell 
District Council. 
 
Resolved that the list of community benefits be deferred to the Planning & Strategy Committee and 

the Committee be given the authority to approve and submit the list to Cherwell District Council.  

Action SS/TG  

  
157/17  VILLAGE MATTERS 
   

i) Bloxham Fun Day – Saturday 9 June 2018 – Councillor Mary Groves reported that there would be a meeting 
on 29 April 2018 at 7pm at Jubilee Hall, for all groups wishing to take part in the Fun Day. 

 
The Chairman also asked the Councillors for volunteers to run the Parish Council stall.  Councillors Jenny 
Yates, Leonard Leigh, Gloria Lester-Stevens and Nick Rayner all volunteered. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
ii) Silent Soldier - The Parish Council discussed the request from the Royal British Legion for suggested 

locations of the ‘Silent Soldier’ which they intended to purchase and display in the village. 
 

Resolved that this item be deferred to enable residents to be asked where they would like to see the ‘Silent 
Soldier’ displayed.  Action TG 
 

158/17 CORRESPONDENCE – The Chairman reported that: 
 

 there had been a number of emails sent to the Parish Council about the proposed floodlights at Bloxham 
School.   

 

 an email had been received from a Town Councillor with regard to the Dispute Resolution Process which had 
been recommended by the Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils and how this fitted with the role of the 
Monitoring Officer at the District Councils. 

 

 emails had been received from a resident expressing their concern about the Air Quality report.  However, 
this matter would be discussed further at the Planning & Strategy Committee.  
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 a report had been submitted to the County Council’s Footpaths Officer about the condition of bridleway on 
the Circular Walk.  

 
159/17 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 

 Resolved that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be 

excluded from the meeting for the minute numbered 160/17 on the grounds that it could involve the likely disclosure 

of private and confidential information which was not in the public domain. 

160/17 CLERK AND RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER – The meeting of the Staffing Committee had been 
postponed therefore, this item was deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council.  

 
Resolved that this item be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council.  Action TG 

 
161/17 MEETING DATES 
   

Resolved that it be noted that, future meeting dates for Bloxham Parish Council are as stated below.  They would 
all commence at 7.30pm (unless stated otherwise) in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, Bloxham, and reference should be 
made to the agenda prior to the meeting:  

 

 9 April 2018 

 19 April 2018 (Annual Parish Meeting at Warriner School) 

 14 May 2018 
 
 
 

 (The meeting ended at 9.50pm) 
 

___________________________ 
 

Chairman – 9 April 2018 

 
 


