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BLOXHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT  

ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS, BLOXHAM ON MONDAY 4 JUNE 2018 AT 7.30PM 
  
PRESENT:     Chairman, Councillor Jenny Yates; Councillors Joanna Barton, Amanda Baxter, David Bunn, Steve Craggs, 

Mary Groves, Mike Hawtin, Leonard Leigh, Gloria Lester-Stevens, Nick Rayner and Sue Slater. 
   
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Theresa Goss (Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer), District Councillors Christine Heath and 

Mike Bishop and five members of the public. 
    
APOLOGIES:   Parish Councillor Stephen Phipps submitted his apologies because he was on holiday, the apology was 

accepted and the absence authorised. 
  

District Councillor Andrew McHugh also submitted his apologies. 
 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, especially Joanna Barton and Amanda Baxter as this was their first 
meeting of the Parish Council as a Councillor.  The Chairman also reminded the Councillors and the public that recording of 
the meeting was permitted.  However, she asked that should anyone wish to record the proceedings, could they please 
advise the Parish Council so that this could be facilitated. 
 
18/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 

Minute Number 28/18 (iv) – Esso Garage on A361 in Bloxham - Councillors Joanna Barton and Amanda Baxter 
declared an interest because they lived close to the site of the garage.  

 
 Resolved that the interests be noted. 

 
19/18 MINUTES - The minutes of the meeting held on 14 May 2018 were taken as read and duly adopted and signed by 

the Chairman. 
 
 Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 14 May 2018 be approved. 

 
20/18  MATTERS ARISING   
 

Minute Number 6/8 – Matters Arising, Silent Soldier – The Chairman reported that the Royal British Legion (RBL) 
was now progressing the project and had earmarked the £250 for the ‘Silent Soldier’.  There had been a suggestion 
that the figure could be located by the flagpole, near to the War Memorial.  The RBL would also be contacting 
Bloxham School because they might also be interested in the project.  The Clerk had passed on to the RBL, the 
Parish Council’s suggestion that the figure could be placed above the doorway to the Ex-Serviceman’s Hall and this 
suggestion would be considered. 

 
Minute Number 6/18 – Matters Arising, Meeting with Highways – There was still no update on a meeting.  County 
Councillor Kieron Mallon would be contacted again about the progress of the meeting.  Action TG/KM 

 
Minute Number 11/18 (ii) Parish Council Matters – The Chairman reported that she was currently the PC’s 
representative on the CPRE. 

 
Minute Number 11/18 (iii) Parish Council Matters, Resources Committee – The Chairman reported that there had 
been a request from the Royal British Legion that the Parish Council considered an early request for a grant 
application to cover half of the cost of maintenance work to the lettering on the plaque and scrolls in St Mary’s 
Church.  It was agreed that this would be discussed at the next meeting of the Resources Committee.  Action 
JY/TG 

 
21/18 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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 Meeting with Bloxham School held on 31 May 2018 – The Chairman reported the following had been 
discussed at the meeting: 

 

 Bloxham School would probably be submitting an application for floodlights for their all-weather hockey 
pitches in late July/August 2018; 

 Pre-App advice had been received from Cherwell District Council; 

 The School had reflected on comments made during the consultation process and amended plans in 
response to comments made; 

 60 staff lived in the village/131 pupils resided in Cherwell; 

 The proposal now was: 
o 12.5m height floodlights 
o lower lux levels to a level that was fit for purpose for school and club hockey  
o minimise noise from backboards 
o higher fencing along The Ridgeway 
o Cut off at 9pm 
o Extend car park to take cars off the surrounding roads rather than to accommodate any expected 

increase in traffic 
o More landscaping around car park  
o A minimum of 20 hours community use of school facilities; and 

 Users of Dewey Centre would be reminded to keep the doors closed to minimise noise. 
 

 OCC and CDC Joint Working – Due to the financial difficulties which Northamptonshire County Council was 
having, there was a risk that this burden could be passed down to the District Councils.  Therefore, Cherwell 
District Council was severing its joint working arrangements with South Northants Council.  Therefore, CDC 
was now investigating the possibility of joint working with Oxfordshire County Council (OCC).   

 
22/18 OPEN FORUM – A resident addressed the Parish Council with regard to the proposal for flood lights on the hockey 

pitches at Bloxham School.  He reported that an Enforcement Health Officer from Cherwell District Council had 

visited the School and he had advised that retrospective planning permission for the current flood lights in car park 

and squash courts was required.  The School had also been asked to turn off the light at night, but it was alleged 

that this had not happened. It was also noted that the new lighting columns would now be shorter than originally 

proposed, but this could have implications with regard to light spill. 

 

 Councillor Amanda Baxter briefly brought up the issues at the Esso Garage on the A361 but this would be 

discussed in more detail later in the meeting. However, she highlighted that CDC wouldn’t investigate a statutory 

nuisance, such as lighting pollution if a planning application had been, or was soon to be, submitted to CDC.  The 

application at the Esso Garage would be considered at the meeting of CDC’s Planning Committee on 21 June 

2018.  

 

  A resident asked about the markers for the bridleway on Water Lane and Beth Rutterford, Footpaths Officer at 

Oxfordshire County Council had advised that she had put discs at one end, but at the end near to the School there 

was nowhere to put it.  The Clerk would contact Ms Rutterford about this matter again.  Action TG 

 

 The Parish Council also thanked the resident for completing the engraving on the new bench on Courtington Lane 

and everyone commented how nice it looked.  A letter of appreciation be sent to Bloxham School for installing the 

bench.  Action TG 

 
23/18 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – District Councillor Christine Heath reported that 

there had been some discussion with regard to the piece of land in front of the Esso Garage on the A361.  It was 
currently unclear who owned the land and it had still not yet been clarified.  Councillor Heath would be contacting 
County Councillor Kieron Mallon for further assistance on this, as well as the County Council’s highways officers 
who would be making comments on the retrospective planning application. 
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 There was no report from County Councillor Kieron Mallon. 
 
 Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
24/18 PLANNING  
 

i) Planning Items (not covered within the minutes of the Planning & Strategy Committee meeting held on 24 
May 2018) – Councillor Sue Slater, Chairman of the Committee, highlighted that there was a letter on CDC’s 
Planning Portal and it claimed that at the Planning & Strategy Committee on 24 May 2018, members of the 
public were not given the opportunity to speak.   
 
Councillor Slater explained that everyone in attendance was given the opportunity to make their points to the 
Committee, then the Committee discussed the application before agreeing the comments which would be 
submitted to CDC. 
 
It appeared from the correspondence that the member of the public did not understand that it was a Parish 
Council Planning & Strategy Committee meeting and not a public meeting and Standing Orders did not allow 
for a debate between the Parish Council and the members of the public.  
 
Resolved that the report be noted.   

 
25/18 VILLAGE MATTERS 
   

i) Air Quality/Public Health Protection – Prior to the meeting, the Chairman had circulated to the Parish Council, 
a report from the meeting, held on 21 May 2018, with Trevor Dixon at Cherwell District Council. 

 
Resolved that: 

 
1) the report be noted; and  
2) the notes of the meeting be forwarded to Councillors Chris Heath, Mike Bishop and Andrew McHugh 

and also Brian Smith.  Action TG 
 

ii) Bloxham Fun Day – Saturday 9 June 2018 – Councillor Mary Groves gave an update report on the Fun Day 
and it was hoped that it would be a good community event. 

 
Resolved that the report be noted. 

 
iii) Play Area Strategy – Prior to the meeting, the Open Space and Play Area Strategy from Cherwell District 

Council had been circulated to the Parish Council.   
 

  Resolved that the report be noted and a response be sent to Cherwell District Council.  Action TG 

 
iv) Garage on A361 in Bloxham – Councillor Amanda Baxter gave an update on the issues at the garage and 

reported that the consultation period for the retrospective planning application, ended on 11 June 2018.  The 
application would be considered by Cherwell District Council’s Planning Committee on 21 June 2018.  
 
Councillor Baxter had been advised that the submission of the planning application for the lighting at the site 
was imminent, however she had been given this information four weeks ago and whilst the application was 
‘imminent’, CDC’s Enforcement Officers would not take action with regard to the light pollution on the site.    

 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

v) Defibrillator for the Village – Councillor David Bunn presented a proposal for additional defibrillators for the 
village.  It was reported that there were two defibrillators publicly available at Bloxham School, plus there 
were two Community First Responders in Bloxham who also had defibrillators.  
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Therefore it was suggested that there should be signage located in all of the Halls in the village, advising on 
the appropriate action to be taken and where users could locate the nearest defibrillator. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted and signage relating to the defibrillators be investigated.  Action TG 

 

vi) Annual Parish Meeting – The Chairman suggested that the review of the format of the Bloxham Annual 
Parish Meeting be deferred to the next meeting. 

 
Resolved that this item be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council.  Action TG 

 
26/18 PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
 

i) Committee Minutes and Recommendations.   
 

 Environment Committee – There had not been a meeting of the Committee since the last 
meeting of the Parish Council.  The next meeting was scheduled for 7 June 2018. 
 

 Resources Committee – There had not been a meeting of the Committee since the last meeting 

of the Parish Council.  The next meeting was scheduled for 5 July 2018. 
 

 Planning & Strategy Committee – Prior to the meeting, the draft minutes of the Planning & 

Strategy Committee meeting held on 24 May 2018 had been circulated to the Parish Council.   
 

  Resolved that the minutes be noted. 

 

 Staffing Committee – There had not been a meeting of the Committee since the last meeting of 
the Parish Council.   
 

ii) Drop-In and Chat – There had not been a session since the last meeting of the Parish Council 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

27/18  FINANCE  

 
i) Accounts for Payment - The Clerk submitted to the Parish Council, the accounts for payment. 

 
Resolved that the following accounts for payment be approved: 

 

Payments Amount Cheque No. 

   

Theresa Goss – Salary for June 2018   

Theresa Goss – Expenses for June 2018    

Olivia Williams – Salary for May 2018   

HMRC – Payment for June 2018   

OCC Pension Fund – June 2018 payment   

Walker Graham Architects – Jubilee Hall Project £604.80 1358 

OALC – Roles and Responsibilities Training for three Councillors £288.00 1359 

Green Scythe Ltd – Grass cutting at Jubilee Park £260.40 1360 

Arrow Accounting – Internal Audit Fee for 2017/2018 £337.02 1361 

Mr D Chandler - Bench on Courtington Lane £100.00 1362 

Theresa Goss – Litter Picking Equipment £64.56 1363 

Viking – Gloves for litter picking £15.86 1365 

Oxfordshire County Council – Room Hire £52.00 1366 
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Prysebros ltd – Weed Control in the village £564.00 1367 

Nigel Prickett – Grass cutting for May 2018  £1218.00 1368 

 
ii) Bank Reconciliation– Prior to the meeting, the bank reconciliation as at 4 June 2018, had been circulated to 

the Parish Council. 
 
 Resolved that the bank reconciliation as at 4 June 2018 be noted. 
 
iv) Section 106 Funds  
 

a)  The Parish Council received an update on the following issues: 
 

 Jubilee Hall – Tenders had been received and further negotiations would be undertaken with the 
preferred contractor.  There was a discussion about additional funding, in addition to the Section 
106 funds it was clarified this had already been previously considered. 
 

 Ex-Serviceman’s Hall – A request had been received for release of funding for building 
regulations and recently identified repairs to the existing kitchen roof.  The Parish Council 
required clarification regarding the cost before a decision could be made to release the funds. 

 

 Phase 2 of Play Equipment Projects – This was currently on hold until further quotes had been 
received which could then be submitted to Cherwell District Council.     

 

 Legal agreements for all of the projects – These were still on-going. 
 

 Resolved that: 

 
1) the reports be noted; and 
2) clarification be requested from the Ex-Serviceman’s Hall about the request for release of funds. 

Action TG 
 

28/18 CORRESPONDENCE – A number of emails had been received, which mainly concerned the planning application 

at Chequer Tree Farm and these had already been circulated to the Parish Council. 
 
29/18 MEETING DATES 
   

Resolved that it be noted that, future meeting dates for Bloxham Parish Council are as stated below.  They would 

all commence at 7.30pm (unless stated otherwise) in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, Bloxham, and reference should be 
made to the agenda prior to the meeting:  

 

 2 July 2018  

 6 August 2018 

 3 September 2018 

 1 October 2018 

 5 November 2018 

 3 December 2018 
 
 
 

 (The meeting ended at 9.25pm) 
 

___________________________ 
 

Chairman – 2 July 2018 

 
 


