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Executive Summary 

Bloxham is a large and growing village on the busy A361, Banbury to Chipping Norton road. 
Almost all the major services in the village are clustered around this road. Most journeys 
within the village are likely to be under a mile, making them potentially conducive to walking or 
cycling. 
 
However, to realise this potential, the existing infrastructure needs to be improved – by 
widening footways and upgrading public footpaths, upgrading and extending cycle 
infrastructure along the A361 and the minor road network, installing crossings and removing 
barriers, such as high kerbs. 
 
Particular challenges are presented by: 
 

- the A361, where there  are numerous pinch-points caused by narrow and discontinuous 
footways, and parking outside the shops, compounded by heavy traffic including HGVs; 
 

- busy and awkward road junctions - such as those on the A361 at the Barford Road 
mini-roundabout, and where the cycle route crosses at Old Bridge Road - and others 
where pavement width is inadequate (e.g. near the primary school) or restricted (e.g. at 
Barford Road/Milton Road);  
 

- the conservation area at the historic heart of the village, where highway space is 
restricted, and private land ownership here and elsewhere that may limit options for 
footway/footpath widening.  

 

These and other challenges will need to be addressed to achieve the full potential for walking 
and cycling in the village. Some possible solutions are suggested in the report.
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1. Introduction 

This report has been commissioned by 

Bloxham Parish Council to inform their 

neighbourhood plan. 

 

It comprises a detailed audit of the village’s 

walking and cycling network and an 

assessment of local ‘connectivity’ based on 

the results of this audit. Results of the audit 

are shown on the maps that accompany the 

report and in more detail in a separate 

appendix.  

 

The report itself starts with a brief overview of 

the existing village layout and then looks in 

turn at the accessibility of key services for 

pedestrians and cyclists – and some ways in 

which general connectivity around the village 

could be improved.   
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2. Existing village layout 

2.1 Village location 

Bloxham is a large and growing village in the 

Cherwell District of North Oxfordshire. It had a 

population of 3,400 at the 2011 census, which 

was an increase of 1,000 on the population 

figure recorded 20 years earlier. 

 

The village sits astride the busy A361 major 

road, which links it to Banbury about 5km (3 

miles) away to the north east, and Chipping 

Norton which lies about 16km (10 miles) to the 

south west. Key minor roads in the village are 

Cumberford Hill/Tadmarton Road, Courtington 

Lane, Barford Road and Milton Road.  

 

These roads are shown on the overview map 

below: the A361 is coloured red, and minor 

roads are coloured yellow. 

 

2.2 Village services 
 

Key services in the village are: 

 

- Warriner School (secondary) 

- Bloxham School (secondary) 

- Bloxham C of E Primary School & Nursery 

- Rainbow Nursery (on the museum site) 

- Baptist Church 

- St Mary’s Parish Church 

- Health Centre 

- Care Home 

- Shopping centre 

- Elephant & Castle P.H. 

- Joiners Arms P.H. 

- Red Lion P.H. (currently closed) 

- Jubilee Sports Ground 

- Bloxham Recreation Ground 

- Bloxham Mill Business Centre 
 

With the exception of the primary school on 

Tadmarton Road, these services are all 

concentrated along or near the A361 corridor, 

most within the central part of the village. 

 

2.3 Village zones 
 

The village can be conveniently divided into 

four zones: central, north, south-west and 

south-east. The locations of key local services 

in relation to the village zones are also shown 

on the overview map. 

The central area encompasses the historic 

core of the village and conservation area, as 

well as most of the local services, including 

the shops, health centre, care home and 

churches, and Bloxham School. 

 

The north of the village is home to Warriner 

School and residential development, which 

lies mainly to the east of the A361, although 

more housing has been built recently on the 

west side of the road. 

 

The south west of the village, centred on 

Tadmarton Road and Courtington Lane, is 

home to the primary school and residential 

development along both roads. 

 

The south east of the village along Milton 

Road and Barford Road is also predominantly 

residential. The Bloxham Mill site on Barford 

Road has been re-developed as offices. 

 

2.4 Walking & cycling times 
 

It is only 2.3km (1.4 miles) from one end of the 

village to the other, and under 1.6km (one 

mile) from any point in the village to the shops. 

Table 1, below, gives an idea of walking times 

between different areas of the village based on 

an average walking speed of around 5km (3 

miles) per hour. 

 
Table 1: Approximate walking times between 

village zones 

 

Zone North 

(read 

down)   

North 

(read 

across)   

Up to 

9 mins 

Central 

(read 

down) 

Central 

(read 

across) 

10-15 

mins 

Up to 

10 

mins 

South-

West 

(read 

down) 

South- 

West 

(read 

across) 

20-24 

mins 

11-15 

mins 

Up to 

9 mins 

South-

East 

(read 

down) 

South-

East 

(read 

across) 

26-29 

mins 

16-20 

mins 

17-20 

mins 

Up to 

15 

mins 

Note: travel times within zones shown in colour; 

travel times between zones not coloured  
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Cycling times would be about one-third of the 

above values. 

 

2.5 Future growth 
 

The village is planned to grow further in future, 

with three sites already having permission for 

further development - in the south west on 

Tadmarton Road, and in the south east on the 

Barford Road (where construction has just 

started) and Milton Road. These developments 

would increase the village population to close 

to 4,000 and there are already more planning 

applications in the pipeline. 
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3. Accessibility on foot and by 
wheelchair/mobility scooter 

3.1 Walking infrastructure 
 

The extent and quality of local infrastructure 

will play a key part in the take-up of walking 

across the village, especially for those with 

mobility impairments - but also for others, 

such as children or elderly people.  

 

Critical factors include: 

 

 pavement and path width 

 suitable road crossings 

 access restrictions, such as high kerbs, 

steps, stiles or other restrictive barriers 

 

3.2 Pavement and path width  
 

As a minimum, pavements and paths need to 

be at least 1.5m wide - but at least 2m width is 

preferable, as shown in Table 2 below. 

 
Table 2: Minimum widths required by pedestrians 

and wheelchair users 

 

Provision Width (m) Width can 

accommodate 

Desirable 

minimum 

2.0 Two 

wheelchairs or 

double buggies 

passing 

comfortably 

Accepted 

minimum 

1.8 Two 

wheelchairs or 

double buggies 

passing 

Absolute 

minimum 

1.5 Two 

pedestrians 

passing or one 

pedestrian 

passing a 

wheelchair or 

double buggy 

Source: Active Travel Guidance, Welsh 

Government, April 2014 

Table 3 below shows the widths required by a 

single wheelchair or mobility scooter, which 

are similar in both cases. To cater for the 

largest models about 1m width is required.  

 

Table 3: Clearance needed by typical wheelchairs 

& mobility scooters 

 Width (m) Clearance 

required (m) 

Wheelchair 0.7* 0.9* 

Mobility 

scooter 

0.7* 

0.85 (max) 

0.9* 

1.05 (max) 

*indicates 95th percentile value 

Based on p20, Inclusive Mobility (Department for 

Transport, 2002) and section C3 of BS8300:2009 

(British Standards Institute, 2009) 

On this basis, pavements and paths across 

the village were surveyed and placed in in one 

of three categories, using a ‘traffic-light’ 

system: 

- Red: less than 1m wide (not wide 

enough for all to use single file)  

 

- Amber: 1m-1.5m wide (wide enough 

for single file use) 

- Green: more than 1.5m wide (room for 

two pedestrians, or a pedestrian and a 

wheelchair/ mobility scooter user, to 

pass without stepping off footway)  

Results of the survey are shown on the 

pavement and path width map below. 

 

Note regarding HGVs:  

 

On the main A361 road, where there is a heavy 

flow of HGVs, it would be desirable to make 

an additional width allowance. The Active 

Travel Guidance opposite recommends an 

additional minimum of 0.5m of footway or 

verge width “to allow for vehicle overhang and 

pedestrian kerb shyness”.  

 

To cater for this, footways on the A361 would 

need to be a minimum of 2m wide - and 

preferably at least 2.5m wide. Only two short 

sections of footway on the A361, which have 

been widened for use by cyclists as well as 

pedestrians, currently meet this standard. 
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Fig.1: HGVs can overhang the sometimes narrow 

footway on the A361  

3.3 Overall village connectivity 

The pavement and path width map below 

shows the results of this survey. Where no 

pavement exists the map has been left blank. 

As can be seen from the map, footways in the 

newer developments, on the fringes of the 

village, generally meet the minimum standard. 

However, sub-standard footways on all the 

main corridors - the A361, and the key minor 

roads - mean that people will encounter 

footways of a sub-standard width, at some 

point, on any journey across the village. 

3.4 Connectivity within & between village 

zones  

Connectivity across the village is examined in 

more detail below. 

 

Central zone:  

 

The centre of the village, in particular, lacks 

continuous footway routes - and where 

footways do exist, they are often narrow, with 

no room for people to pass one another. This 

is largely due to the medieval street pattern in 

the historic core of the village. 

 

 

Fig.2: Some narrow streets in the historic core of 

the village function as de facto shared spaces  

 

There are pinch points along the A361 (High 

Street and Church Street) due to the variable 

width of the footways and parked vehicles at 

the shops. There is also no footway on the 

west side of Church Street, between the 

church and Hawke Lane, so that those 

approaching from the west have to cross the 

A361 twice to reach the shops. 

 

A significant detour is also involved to cross 

the wide junction on the High Street at 

Courtington Lane (by Bloxham School).   

 

 
Fig.3: A direct crossing could be created to High St 

through the splitter island at Courtington Lane  

 

The footpaths which provide an alternative 

means of access to the central area become 

very narrow as they approach the centre at 
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Frog Lane, with obstacles such as barriers and 

steps to negotiate. 
 

North zone:  

 

In the north of the village, there is generally 

continuous footway provision of adequate, but 

not ideal, width.  

 

However, links southwards to the centre and 

beyond are hampered by parked cars and 

localised narrowing of the footway on Brickle 

Lane and the issues on High Street above.  
 

 
Fig.4: Parked cars frequently block the footway on 

Brickle Lane 

 

The use of cobbles has resulted in some high 

kerbs restricting access on the Chipperfield 

Park estate. 

 
South West zone:  

 

The south west of the village is reasonably 

well-served by pavements and paths but links 

along the two main corridors – Tadmarton 

Road/Cumberford Hill and Courtington Lane – 

and from these corridors to the centre and 

north of the village are poor.  

 

Critical stretches of footway around the 

primary school, and the recreation ground on 

South Newington Road, are also of sub-

standard width.  

 

High kerbs are widespread on recent 

developments either side of Tadmarton 

Road/Cumberford Hill. The ramp on 

Cumberford Hill itself has gradient of about 

10%, which is twice as steep as the 5% 

maximum gradient recommended for 

wheelchair users. 

   

 
Fig.5: Pavements near the primary school are too 

narrow for the levels of use 
 

 
Fig.6: Steep ramp on the footway at Cumberford 

Hill; the road below follows a more level route but 

has no footway   

 

South East zone:  

 
In the south east, the footway has been 

extended along Milton Road to serve new 

development there, but only on the north side 

and at less than the recommended minimum 

width. 

 

The footway on the west side of Barford Road 

is also quite narrow, falling to less than a 

metre wide at the busy junction with Milton 

Road. Together with high kerbs, this makes it 

difficult to cross the road at this junction. High 

kerbs are also an issue elsewhere along 

Barford Road. 
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The footway on the east side of Barford Road 

stops at Milton Road, short of the recent (and 

ongoing) housing development - and the 

offices at Bloxham Mill, which employ close to 

250 people, with plans to expand this to nearly 

300. 

 

 
Fig.7: The footway currently runs out on the east 

side of Barford Road (new development on the left) 

 

3.5 Crossings and restrictions 
 

There are five crossings spread around the 

village at present, three controlled by lights, 

and two informal crossing points as indicated 

on the map below.  

 

The three light-controlled crossings are all on 

the A361: two pelican crossings, one by 

Warriner School and the other by the shops; 

and a toucan crossing on the South 

Newington Road near the mini-roundabout, 

which serves the national cycle route. 

 

The two informal crossing points are on 

Courtington Lane at the primary school, where 

a crossing patrol operates at school start and 

end times, and on the A361 between Little 

Bridge Road and Old Bridge Road, again on 

the cycle route. 

 

The cycle route crossings are discussed 

further in section 4 below.  

 

‘Restrictions’ such as high kerbs, steps, 

barriers and other pinch-points, which hinder 

or prevent movement, are also shown on the 

map below. 

 

Most gates or barriers in the village do not 

provide the recommended minimum 1.2m 

wide gap specified in the Active Travel 

Guidance, above.  

 

 
Fig.8: The recreation ground gate on S Newington 

Road is barely wide enough for wheelchair users 

(other entrances have steps) 

 

However, to turn past more complex 

obstacles, such as chicane barriers, 

wheelchair and mobility scooter users need 

more space than this – see Table 4 below. 

Table 4: Turning space needed by typical 

wheelchairs & mobility scooters for a 90 degree 

turn 

 Length (m) Width (m) 

Wheelchair 1.2-1.8 1.2-1.8 

Mobility 

scooter 

1.4-2.5 1.3-2.5 

Source: Based on p20, Inclusive Mobility 

(Department for Transport, 2002) and section C3 of 

BS8300:2009 (British Standards Institute, 2009) 

None of the chicane barriers in the village 

currently meets these standards. These types 

of obstacles are best avoided given the 

difficulty in making them accessible to all.  

 

Dropped kerbs should generally match the 

local pavement width. However, some do not 

meet even the minimum 1.2m width above. 

Upgrading all dropped kerbs to fully flush 

kerbs would ease navigation around the village 

for all.  
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3.6 Possible improvements for pedestrians 

and wheelchair/ mobility scooter users 

 
General improvements could be made across 

the village as follows: 

 

- on the A361, and near the three 

schools, widen footways to least 2m - 

and preferably 2.5m - because of the 

heavy HGV traffic on the A361, and 

greater pedestrian use at the schools   

 

- elsewhere widen all footways, crossing 

points and entrances to at least 1.5m 

and preferably 2m 
 

[Note: Footway widening will be 

difficult in some places where overall 

space is limited: for example, in parts 

of the conservation area, and by the 

old railway bridge at the Barford Road/ 

Milton Road junction. Alternative 

solutions such as ‘shared space’, and 

shuttle working for motor traffic at 

Barford Road/Milton Road, will need to 

be considered in such locations.] 

 

- install fully-flush kerbs at all crossing 

points and elsewhere to allow level and 

unrestricted access on key routes 

 

 
Fig.9: Some narrow dropped kerbs (and cobbles 

elsewhere) restrict access in Chipperfield Park area 

  

- remove all restrictive barriers, gates 

and steps, etc. 

 
- install crossings at all points where 

major pedestrian routes/ desire lines 

cross the A361 or key minor roads. 

Working from north to south of the village 

specific improvements could include: 

 

- install bollards or similar to prevent 

pavement parking in Brickle Lane and 

consider making the road access-only 

 

- create a continuous pedestrian route 

to/from High Street through the splitter 

island at Courtington Lane 

 

- reallocate some of the space given 

over to parking on either side of the 

High Street to create a wider, better 

connected pedestrian space between 

shops and businesses on both sides of 

the road  

 
[Note: This will be subject to 

agreement with private landowners as 

well as the highway authority.] 

 

- consider measures to calm traffic and 

reallocate roadspace where necessary 

along the  A361 as a whole to create 

an improved, and safer, pedestrian 

environment 

 

 
Fig.10: Parked vehicles currently restrict access to 

the village shops on High Street 

 

- formalise the operation of shared 

space in the narrow streets making up 

the historic core of the village and 

consider selective closures to through 

motor traffic (see also 4.4) 

 

- widen and surface the footpath route 

between the south west and the centre 

of the village (note constraints on 
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achieving desirable width and access 

near the centre) 

 

- widen and surface the footpath route 

between the south east of the village 

and the church (and investigate 

whether it can be further extended 

towards the village centre)  

 

- consider options for greater south 

east-south west connectivity, 

particularly for journeys to the primary 

school, in the light of future 

development (although housing 

development along the old railway line 

has precluded the obvious option). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fig.11: Much of the old railway through the village 

has been redeveloped for housing 
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4. Accessibility by bike  

4.1 Cycling infrastructure 
 

The extent and quality of local infrastructure 

will also play a key part in the take-up of 

cycling across the village.  

 

Cycle lanes painted on the road will be less 

effective than segregated provision for 

cyclists, which can be either on or off the road.  

 

Children and novice cyclists, for example, will 

benefit especially from being segregated from 

motor traffic, but segregated routes hold 

attractions for all. 

 

If sharing roadspace with other traffic is 

unavoidable, reducing traffic speeds will be 

important. Any traffic calming measures 

should be designed to give an advantage to 

cyclists over general traffic.  

 

 
Fig.12: Cobbled entry treatment at Bridges Close 

does not take account of cyclists 

 

Selective road closures to give an advantage 

to cyclists and pedestrians over motor traffic 

can also play a useful role. 

 

On routes away from the road, restrictive 

access barriers should be avoided. 

4.2 National Route 5 & existing 

infrastructure 

National Route 5 (NR5) of the National Cycle 

Network passes through the village entering 

the village from the south east along Barford 

Road and leaving to the north-east along 

Bloxham Grove Road – see cycling map, 

below.  

 

Barford Road can be busy, but Bloxham 

Grove Road (by Warriner School) is effectively 

a long cul-de-sac and therefore very quiet 

apart from school drop-off and pick-up times. 

 

Otherwise, NR5 follows quieter residential 

streets through the centre of the village, to 

largely avoid the busy A361.  

 

There are two short sections of pavement on 

NR5 in the village, that have been widened for 

shared use by cyclists as well as pedestrians, 

as shown on the cycling map: 

 

(i) at the busy mini-roundabout where the 

Barford Road meets the A361 - there is also a 

toucan crossing to assist cyclists across the 

A361 here; 

[Note: Measures to increase the capacity of 

the mini-roundabout are under consideration: 

any solution should cater better than at 

present for pedestrians and cyclists.] 

 

(ii) alongside Warriner School, also on the 

A361. 

[Note: The shared cycle-footway is only 2m 

rather than the recommended 3m wide here 

and does not tie in with the road properly at 

Chipperfield Park.]  

 

 
Fig.13: Damaged dropped kerb at Barford Road at 

access to the shared cycle-footway  
 

Apart from (i) and (ii) above, there are no 

dedicated facilities for cyclists in the village. 

There is also no cycle parking. 
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Where NR5 crosses the A361 on High Street,

From Little Bridge Road to Old Bridge Road, 

the road surface has not been finished on the 

connecting slip to Old Bridge Road. Cyclists 

have to take their chance crossing the A361 

itself. 

 

 
Fig.14: Unsurfaced slip from Old Bridge Road to 

the A361 crossing point 

 

4.3 Cycle route connectivity  
 

Within the village:  

 

Using NR5 is 600m longer than the equivalent 

route direct along the A361. This adds about 

three minute’s journey time to the ten minute 

cycle ride from one end of the village to the 

other. Although cyclists can otherwise avoid 

the A361 by using NR5, they still have to cross 

it twice. The uncontrolled crossing of the High 

Street, above, is particularly unpleasant. 

 

NR5 passes closes village services, which are 

concentrated along the A361 corridor, 

although links from the cycle route to key 

destinations, such as the shops, could be 

improved.  

 

NR5 also serves the Bloxham Mill office 

development off the Barford Road, but it only 

caters for a small fraction of the surrounding 

rural hinterland, where much of the workforce 

is likely to be based.  

 

 

 
Fig.15: Car-oriented development at Bloxham Mill 

 

Banbury: 

 

Banbury on the other hand, the nearest large 

town, is an ideal cycling distance from 

Bloxham - about 5km (3miles). It is also served 

by NR5, but it takes a circuitous route into the 

town to avoid the A361. This route is about 

50% longer than the direct route along the 

A361 itself. 

 

The A361 has a 50 mph speed limit between 

Bloxham and Banbury, and is very busy with 

all types of traffic - including HGVs, buses and 

coaches - making it unsuitable for cycling at 

present. 

 

 
Fig. 16: There is scope for widening the footway to 

Banbury along the A361 to accommodate cyclists
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4.4 Possible improvements for cycling 

General improvements could be made as 

follows: 

 

- introduce dedicated (preferably 

segregated) facilities for cyclists along 

the main corridors in the village: the 

A361 and the key minor roads 

  

- install cycle by-passes through all 

traffic calming measures 

 

- remove restrictive barriers on useful 

cycle routes, e.g. the chicane barrier at 

Crab Tree Close 

 

- install cycle parking at all key 

destinations around the village – and 

certainly the fifteen locations listed in 

section 2.2. 

 

 
Fig.17: Restrictive barrier at Crab Tree Close 

Working from north to south, National Route 5 

could be improved as follows: 

- widen the shared footway at Warriner 

School from 2m to 3m  

- improve the transition from the road to 

the footway at the junction of 

Chipperfield Park Road and Banbury 

Road 

- correct the signage at the junction of 

Chipperfield Park Road and Colegrave 

Road (see map) 

- direct the route via Rosebank (to cut 

out the current detour via Hogg End 

and take it closer to central services) 

and close Rosebank to through motor 

traffic 

- make the closure of Old Bridge Road 

to through motor traffic permanent 

[Note: re-modelling of the junction with 

High Street, including improved 

arrangements for cyclists, could form 

part of the scheme.] 

Fig.18: Road closure at Old Bridge Road 

benefits cyclists and pedestrians 

- consider similar road closures on 

Brickle Lane and Little Green 

- add a tarmac wearing course to the 

Old Bridge Road slip at the A361 

crossing point 

- install a toucan crossing on the A361 

between Old Bridge Road and Little 

Bridge Road 

- repair the damaged kerb on Barford 

Road at the mini-roundabout and 

improve the transition from the road to 

the footway 

On the direct route to Banbury:  

 

- widen the footway alongside the A361, 

currently about one metre wide, to 

accommodate cyclists as well as 

pedestrians. 

 

 


