For the attention of Ms Caroline Roche

Cherwell District Council

Bodicote

OX15 4AA

PLANNING APPLICATION 12/01139/OUT MILTON ROAD SOUTH SIDE, BLOXHAM.

I object most strongly to yet another proposed large residential development on the outskirts of the village of Bloxham. This is an opportunist application that is clearly unsustainable. This proposed development is not plan led, and has not been proposed or supported by Bloxham residents. Bloxham is an attractive village with considerable history, the entire character of the village will be destroyed if further planning applications of this scale are permitted. This development would extend the present village boundary and as such it is contrary to the Cherwell Local Plan 1996.

In the last six years the village has witnessed a 15% increase in its housing stock. The infrastructure of the village simply cannot sustain further major developments of this type. There are already numerous utility issues concerning power supplies, low water pressure and very significant flooding problems. Even in dry spells, the proposed site for development is very wet. None of these issues are adequately addressed in this proposal. Clearly concreting over this site will make matters considerably worse for existing properties in high risk flood areas of the village.
The village Primary School cannot accommodate any more children. There is absolutely no capacity to extend the primary school any further. There is no space even for temporary classrooms. Further housing development will only make matters more acute.

The A361 is a dangerous road and is inevitably going to become busier with the new retail development adjacent to the M40 in Banbury. The mini roundabout which cars from the Milton Road will have to access from the Barford Road is already over capacity. If this development goes ahead, yet more commuter traffic will be generated adding to the road safety risk, more traffic noise and poorer air quality. The Milton Road linking Bloxham with Adderbury is also busy with HGV’s and car traffic. It is also devoid of adequate pavements (particularly by the old railway bridge) that can accommodate families with young children. Again this poses increased risk of accidents for those walking into the centre of the village.

I, like the majority of Bloxham residents, feel very strongly that this proposal must be rejected.
Yours sincerely

